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PEEFACE 
TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



"Whbn, a few weeks since, I saw niy little book of 
South American travels issued from the press, I sup- 
poaed that ray connection with it huá enrled. My 
pnbliahers now ask for a preface to asecond edition. I 
take this occasion to espress my thanks for the very 
kind manner iii whích my boyish descriptions of a 
boy's ti'avels have been receíved by the pnblic and 
the press. I can only wish that my bóok had been 
more worthy of the liberal patronage and the genoroiis 
praise which have been bestowed upon it. 

If I had followed my own inclinations, I sboiild havo 
given my narrativo a thorough rerision, and thus have 
correoted some of the cradenese of my first literary 
effort. To this revisión, however, my pnblisherg ob- 
jeeted, on the groand that it would raise the Rusjácion 
of genaineneas as to these being the travelling obscr- 
(1) 
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vationa of a Jad seventeen yeai-s of age, and iinpair 
also the freshness of the iiarrative, My book has 
thereforc boon given to the public wítli but slight 
alterations from the original draft. 

I fihould have been g!ad to liave niade the story of 
iny travels move fruitful in scientific resulta. But I bad 
no instrumenta for raaking accurate observations, and 
had Dot tho opportunity to preseiTe and transport 
many objects of natural bístoiy for comparisoa and 
verification, Such observations as I have made on 
tópica relating to natural history, during my wander 
íng on the inhospitable Pampas of South America, 
if they are superficial, I have sought to make them 
at least truthful. 

Na TH ANIEL H. BiSHOP. 
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INTKODÜCTION. 



In p!a<3rag this little volume before the pablic, 
a fow woráa, regarding the manner ín whioh the ín- 
cidenta and material compoeing it were acquired, 
may be of interest to tbe reader, 

The young gentleman who made the pedestrían 
trip, of which this forms the narrativo, was a nativa 
of Massachusetta. I had missed him from hiB accus- 
tomed plajie for some time, but was ignorant of Lia 
contemplated joumey, or evén that be had gone 
away, until my attention was caüed to the followíng 
pajagraph in the oolumas of tbe Boston Daily Ad- 
vertiser of January 12, 1856, from ita Cbilian corre- 
spondent: — 

" Vaxpahaiso, November 27, 1855. 

" There arrlved here, a few daya sinee, a. joung man belong- 
iog to Medford, Mass., who has waiked acroes the Pampas and 
Cordilleras, more thaa a thousand miles, unabie to speak the 
langunge, and with an astonishingly small amount of money. 

" So much for a Yankee." 

My friend was but seventeen years of age when ha 
entered upon his difficdt undertaking ; but by dint of 
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perseverance,backed by an entliusiaetie love for nature, 
be accompHshed a task that would have eeemed insur- 
mountable to many older and more experienced than 
himselC To use tbe language of Dr. Brewei', the able 
authorof the Oülogy of North America, he was "a 
yourg and enthusiastic naturalist, whose zeal in the 
Btudy of Natural History prompted him, alone, un- 
aided, and at the risk of his lífe, to explore the arid 
plains of South Amoríca, while yet a mere lad in years 
and etaturo, tboiigh his observations there exhibit the 
cióse and careful study of maturer years." 

The young traveller started on his joumey of up- 
wardfl of twelve thousand miles, by sea and land, with a 
cash capital of foity-five doUars, and retumed borne with 
fifty; thus proving to those who wish to see the worid 
that energy, industry, and economy are as potent tff 
assist them in their efforts as unlimited wealth. 

On his retui-n, I requested him to fumisb me with 
an account of his joumey; this he has been unable 
to do, from press of business, until recently, when he 
gave me a copy of bis joumal, whicb, in a slightly 
rerised form, is now publishcd. 

Edwaed a. Samukls. 
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A THOUSASD MILES' WALK. 



PA8SAGE TO THE EITEE PLATA. 

ONE cold Kovember morning, in compllance wíth 
previona orclera, I reported myself ready for dnty 
at the shipping office of Messrs. S. and K., Commerdal 
Street, Boston, and having roceived, as is castomary, 
one month's wagoa in advance, proceedcd with my 
l*3gg"go to Battery Wharf, at the foot of whioh lay tha 
bark M., destín ed to be my future borne for many 
wecka. Aa but ooe of the crew had already gono on 
board, I had ampie leisure for exatnining the veaael, on 
board of which I was to receivo my flrst lessons in 
practica! seamanship, and to endure privatioos hltherto 
happily unUnown to me. The M. was not prepossess- 
ing in appearance, and I confess that her model did 
not ^ve a favorable idea of her sailing qualities : 
véasela, like horaea, have peculiar external points by 
whlch theír virtues may be jndged, and thelr speed 
determined. As I gazed iipoa her long, straight sidoa, 
square bows, and box-like hull, it seemed to me that 
her builders miiat have mistaken her ends; for, certes, 
had her spars been reversed, she would have mado 
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better progress by sailing stem forcmost. Some know- 
ing ones, who havo since exíimined this specimen of 
marino architecture of twenty years ago, bave suatained 
my suspicioii tbat the M. belongcd to that enduring 
fleet of cruieers, eow scattered over tbe great deep, 
■wblch were originally built in tbe State of Maine, of 
which report Í3 made that " these vessels are built by 
the mile, and sawed off according to the length orderod 
by tbe buyer." 

Tbe mate, who was oceupicd in receiving live stock, 
— i. e^ two young pigs, — ordered me to stow my tbinga 
"for'ard;" an order somewbat difficult to comply witb, 
aa the forecastle waa wcll filled with firewood, ropes, 
blocks, swabs, and the yarions other articles used on 
shipboard. 

I crawled down tbe dark passage, aod was feeling 
about to discover tbe dimensions of a sailor'a home, 
doubting, meanwbile, whcther, in reality, this nari^ow 
hole could be the abode intended for human beings, 
wh(!n suddenly a gruíf voice oalled down to me, 
" Come, youngster, bear a hand ! Make youi-self livc- 
ly 1 We miist clean out this shop before the crew 
come down; atir yourself, and pass me up the piecee." 
Obeying these peremptory commands, I appKed niy- 
self to work, and in an houv's time my companicn 
düclared the place "ship-shape, and fit for sailors." I 
would remark, en passant, that thia declaration waa 
made in tbe face of the faot that mould and dnst cov- 
ered the timbera and boards, and eockroaches fllled the 
many crevices. " But," said my corapanion, with a 
pbilosophiea] air, "if the place were carpcted, and 
hghted with a fine lamp, the fellows would be the 



PASSAGK TO THE RIVEE PLATA. 13 

more dissatisfied ; the bettcr treated thcy are, the 
worse they growl." At the time I iuwardly dissented 
from the tnilh of this remai:k ; but subsequent experi- 
ences tanght me the oíd sait was right. 

As I had been of eervice ín removiiig all the lumber, 
I thought to repay myself by BCcuring a good bunk, 
and thereforo chose an «pper one. Añer I bad given 
it a thorough cleaning, and had carefuüy stowed away 
ray mattress and blauket, one of the new crew eiitered 
the forecaetle, and, on notieing my labors, at once re- 
moved my bed, and placed his owii in ita place, 
remarking, at the snme time, that it was a highly im- 
jiolitc and Inbberly action for an imderstrappcr to 
"bunk down ivhero he didu't belong; npper bnnks 
were me/í's bunks; lowcr ooes, boys'." Althoügh I 
pleaded ignorance of the etiquetto of the forecastle, 
and selected another re sting place, my shipmate con- 
tinued his lectnre on the rules of the sea, and Iiinted 
at the future " rope's-endings from the little man aft," 
.18 he called the mate, in store for me. 

During his harangue two or tbroe of my oíd school- 
fellows carne aboard, and, on visiting my quartors, 
remai'kod upon the poor accommodations and filthiness 
to whicb I was to be doomed; upon which rcmark 
Ihe ohl tar broke out with, "And so this ia a young 
gentleman going to sea for the first time ? O, ho ! 
All right. I'il be hia gaardian, and keep an eye on 
him when iie'a aloft, and, to start fair, if my opinión 
was asked, I'd say we'd better go up the whar^ and 
splice the matter over a social glass." At this hiiit, so 
delicately conveyíjd, wo gave the fellow a sum eufficient 
to allay his thirat, had it been ncver so gi'eat, and he 
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at once took leave of us, only to returtí, however, in & 
few minutes, declaring tbat he had lost every cent, at 
tlie same time reiterating hia offer to become my friend 
for a consideration. 

The noise of the tow-boat now called ua on deck, 
where we found a pei'fect Babel of coofusion, cauaed 
by the throng of portere, boarding-house rimners, idlei's, 
aii<J eailors' fñends, who were giving and receiving ad- 
vice in quaatities to last nntil the vesse! returned to 
hcr port. About this time I was touched on the 
elioulder by a rough-Iooking pereonago in a Bailor's 
di-css, who took nae asidc, and inqulred if I really in- 
tended going to eea. "Becauae," said he, "if yon are, 
]et me give you a bit of advice. Fm an oíd sfiell, and 
can Bteer my trick as well as the next one; and as 
we're to be shípmates, and you're young, all you've got 
to do Í8 to slick cloae to me, and I'll lara yer all the 
movea." Añer ahowing ao kind an intereat in my 
aitiiirs, be hintcd, like the otber laan, that there wae 
"still time enough to step.up to the house, snd aplice 
the míñn brace." As I was ignorant of thia point in 
seamansbip, I handed him eome money, that he migbt 
períbrm it alone, when he dísappeared. I saw nothing 
more of him for the ncxt half hour; and it was only 
when the voasel was about moving off that be staggered 
over the rail, to all appearancea well braeed ; and as he 
espressed a desire to handle al! on board, from the 
" oíd man " (the captain) " in the cabin to the doctor " 
(cook) "in the galley," I concluded that his splícing 
had received especial attention, and that his strands 
would not unravel for several honra to come. 

Tbese ecenes on board of the M., while gettÍDg 
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under wny, «ere comparativcly tome to others Hit I 
baie sinoe witnessed on othcr vesseli. I have known 
meo to be crried on bo.rd .hip by bearding-hooso 
keepers, irbo had enticed tbem into their dens of ¡a- 
famy, and who had drngged thcm «o pon-eifdly that 
they did not recover their jenso. onlil the ve.sel had 
left the port. In this manner, fathera of famUies, me- 
chanics, tradesmen, and other persona wholly unStted 
for a sea hfe have becn oarried off, nnkno™ by thoir 
frienda. Wben full consciousness returned to the nn- 
bappy victlms, they sought the officera for an ciplana- 
tion, »ben I bavo secn them so beatón and kickod, 
that in apprehension for their uves, they bowed in 
BubmiBszon to a tyranny worse than that of slaverv 
itaelf •' 

Ailer lying for moro than tiventy-fonr honre, wind- 
bonnd, in the onter harbor, «11 banda wcre ealled before 
daylighl, and thongh the meronry stood but a fe» de- 
grec, above tho freezing point, the docks werc washod 
down; aíter which operation the anchor was weighed, 
and we set saü ont npon tbe bosom of the broad Atlan- 
tic. When we «ere fairly nndor way, »e «ero sot 
to work stoving amy chaina and ropes, secnrin.. the 
water casks npon deck, lashing the ancbors npon the 
rad; then a short breathing spell was allowed us. 
While looking to windward, an oíd sailor, with whom 
I bad commenced a friendship, which I was determined 
to strengthcn, said, «Hcrc, boy: do yon seo that land, 
fteve ! It is lie last yon will sce until we drop anchor 
m tbe Eiver Plata." I gazed long npon it. It was 
Cape Cod. Its white eand-hilla looked cold and drear, 
as the sea beat against tbeir bases, somo of which were 
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Emooth ancl eioping, othera steop and gnllied by the 
rains. An hour after t!)Í9 tlie breeze freshened, the 
üght sails were tiiken in, and the topsails double- 
leefed; and as the sea ran highor, and our Hule vessel 
grew propoitionably uneasy, I began to experience the 
uncomfortable nausea and dizziness of seasicknesa, 
which, added to the ropulsive emell and closenesa of 
the forecastle, completely overéame my fortitude, 
when retiriiig to my bunk I tiied to mako myeelf 
cüTnfortable. 

Ábout five o'clock in the ailernoon all hande were 
nmstered upon the quarttr deok, and the watches 
choset!. To mj satisfaction I ii is eelected by the 
mate, and had the fuither gratification of findmg that 
o\á Manuel, my tuend, had also becn chosen ior oui 
watch — a result whicb ev idently dehghted him -is much 
as myself. Ouvs was the larboard watch, and remained 
upon deck, while the captain's, or starboard watch, 
wcnt below. The dnties of sea life had now fairly 
commcnced. 

The two hours that followed, from six to eight, were 
passed in a pleasant conversation with the oíd French- 
man, Manuel. He inforraed me that he had his eye 
on the raoves of the crew, and he concluded that there 
waa but one sallor on board ; it was left to my Bagacity 
to infer that he meant himself. 

Two of the crew, who had ehipped as ordinary aca- 
men, were ignorant of the dutles for which they had 
contracted, and each man in the forecastle had shipped 
as an American-bom citizen, with protection papera 
reccived from the Custom Ilouse, which legally as- 
BCi'ted him as sucli. These papera they had obtMiied 
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from their boardíng-liouee masters, who had purchased 
them at twenty-five cents each, aod liad rctailed theni 
to their foreign customers at seventy-five cents apicce. 
Of thís American crew, two were Germans, or Duteh- 
men (an appeilatloa given by sailors to all persona 
from the north of Europc), one of unknown pareiitage, 
who could only speak a few words of English, two 
Jrishmen, one Englishman, anothcr who swore point 
blank to being a native-Born citizen of tho States, an 
oíd mariner from Bordeaux, and myself. Tho iaw that 
mates ¡t the duty of a captain to take with his crew a 
certain proportion of native-born Americans, had snrely 
not been coraplied with here. To one of our crew I 
oannot do olherwise than devoto a few Unes. 

The " doctor," or ooolc, had already introduced hím- 
self, and ¡nformed ns in a short and patriotic speech, 
delivered at the galley door, that he would confesa 
that his father was a distingaished Irish bariister, and 
that he himself possessed no little sharo of notoriety in 
the oíd coiintry. He had once been lakeo by a cele- 
bvated duchees, as she rodé past in her carríage, for a 
Bon of the Marquis of B. His amusing vanity drew 
many expressions of contempt from the tars, whh pro- 
Dounced hlm to be " an idle Irish thief," which only 
served to make him wax more warm in his assumptions 
of gentility. He was intemipted in the midst of a 
high-flown harangue by the loud squealiog of the pigs, 
which squeallng reminded him that his duties mnst 
not be neglected for the purpoee of edifying a crowd 
of ignorant tars. 

Our watch lasted until eight bella, when I went be- 
low, but had very little appetite for supper — a meal 
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coneisting of salt beef, biseuits, and a fluid whicb the 
cook called tea, although, on tria), I was eadly puzaled 
to know how It could merit such an appcllation. 

Of the tbree weeks wliich followed this first expe- 
rieiice of nautical life and its miseriea, I can say but 
little, as I laboi-ed during thta period under the exhanat- 
ing effects of eeasickness, which redaced rae to euch a 
degree of wcakness that I once fainted on the flying 
jib-boom, from whicb positíoh of peril I was rescued 
and bronght in by my frieiid Maniie!. But thia dis- 
tressing malady wore away, and at 3ast became alto- 
gethcr a niemory of the past. Despite hard fare and 
labor, I not only recovered my loet fiesb, but grew 
rugged and hearty, and, moveover, became tolerably 
familiar with the duties of a life at sea. 

I have alludcd to our cook, and to bis ineffable con- 
ceit, mock sentimentality, and Hiberaian fertility of 
iitvention. 

It was bis opinión that the "low-lived feliows" on 
board ought to fecl highly honored by iho presence ia 
thcir midst of at least one gentlemao — a title which he 
continually arrogated to hitoself. I ara sorry to eay, 
that aa a cook he was not " a success." He cared very 
little about the quality of tho food he sei-ved to ue ; 
and its preparation was usually a Bubor4,¡nate consid- 
eration, with Mtn, to the indulgence of his raaster pas- 
BÍon, — the porusal of highly-colored novela, — to which 
he devoted every possible raoraent. 

In the hope of improving my wretched diet, I ap- 
plied myself to the study of thia man's cbaracter, and, 
having Boon discovered hia aasailable point, aupplied 
hira with some works of fiction more entrancing- than 
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any he had hitherto posse&seil I housht tbem just 
before oor leaving home, thinking tlnt peihaps some 
8uch an opportuaity mi¿ht offei for maUng i fiíend 
eliip with gome of siy mes'^mjtes. Hig delight it le 
ceiving them was extreme , and I receiied m e\change 
for my favor? maiiy a diah that added a zest to my 
food, which it had hitherto aítogether lackod. 

Whenever I wíshed to be entertained with some mar- 
velloiis account of "life iií the highest circles of Grcat 
Britain," I had only to request from the sympathetic 
cook a pasaage or two from his eveotful lifo. It was 
hia constant lament that he had never kept a dialogue 
(diary) of his travels, which, aceording to his account, 
must have surpasaed those of most moríala in adven- 
ture and interesting incidents. 

Of our crew, hia countryman, the "boy Jiro," was his 
favorite. This Jim was the red-ehirted eailor who haí 
promiaed to instruet me in all the "moves" of an ex- 
pcrienced ealt, bofore we had left the wharf at Boston. 
A very few days of our voyage, however, served lo 
prove, that he not on!y had no claim to tlie title of 
"oíd salt," but also that he had never learned to "steer 
a tñck at tho wheel," The first ordor that he received 
from one of the mates was, " Boy Jim, iay alofi, there, 
and slush down the foretop-gaüant and royal mastsl" 
Scizing a tar bucket, and pointing aloft, he exclaimed, 
"Sbnre, sir, and which of them stícks is it that ye 
mane ?" thus layiug baro hia ignorance of all nautical 
matters, and biinging on himeelf the ridicule of the 
whole ahip's crew. 

Aa with head winds we elowly drew near the vari- 
ables, or hoi-se latitudes, rainy weather, accompanied 
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by squalls of wíiiiJ, commenced, anJ for twenty-one 
days and nights we wcre wet to the skJn : clothes, bed- 
ding, all wei-e saturated from tbe cfftícts of a leaky 
deck ; and it was a commoii 0c4urre1.ce to find, on 
aw-akoning from sliimber, a rospeutable stroam of water 
descending into the cióse and crowded forecastle. 
Whea 011 deck oar oil clothes did not protect us, for 
fiom our having worked in them coostantly, tbe oil 
coating had woni off: bo, at tbe cnd of a watch, we 
wrung out our undor garments, and turned into oar 
narrow bunks, where we quickiy fell asleep, and forgot 
our misenes and troubles, until we were arouaed to 
them by the gruff voice of some saÜor of the other 

watch, ehouting d&wn the companion-way, "Ay 

you— Lar-bowlines--ahoy— thore; eight— bells! Lay 
up hero, bullies, and get your duff." Or, perhaps, "Do 
thoee feUows down there ever intend to relieve the 
watch ! " esclaimed in no pleaeant tones by the captain 
of the other watch. 

The raioy season was succeeded by as deligbtful 
weather as we could have desired. A fair wind sprang 
«p a few days before crossing the line, and with strain- 
ing canvag we sped on towards Buenos Ayres. The 
days paased pleasantly, and our duties beeame light 
and agreeable. Enjoyable as were tbese tranquil days, 
the nights were atill lovelier in thoso latitudes. Tho 
raoon seemed to shine with an unwontedly puré and 
epiíitual light, and with a brightness known only to the 
clear atmosphere of the tropics. 

As we glided along, night after night, under a flrma- 
nient etudded with countlese lights, and over a broad 
espaiiso ruffled with ehort, dark waves curling cnsply 
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into foam, I couM hardly conceive a scene of more 
quiet beauty, StandÍDg iipon the forecastle deek, a 
glorious visión frequontly met our gaze : á phosphi>- 
rescent ligbt glcamed beneath the bows, aud streamed 
along the sides and in the vessel's walíe, looking Hke a 
train of liquid gema to the imaginative observer. If 
we lookeJ aloft to the white oanvas of our wide-spread 
Baila, we seemcd borne along by some gigSTitie bird, of 
whieh the sails were the powerfiíl wings, to the diatant 
borizon, in whieh were the Southern Cross and other 
larger constellations, burning, like beacon lanips, lead- 
ing na on to our deatined poit. 

Duñng tbese daya and nights our attention waa not 
nnfrequently attracted to the dweilers in the deep, 
whlch were constantly sporting aroiind ub. Sehoola 
«f black-fish and porpoisea continuallj croased our track ; 
ánd largo numbera of flying-fish oñen shot acrosa our 
bows, eometimea leaving at our mercy a few atragglera 
upon the decks, 

Upon such nighta as I have deacribed, when acting 
as lookout by the windlaaa bita, oíd Maouel frequently 
carne to my side, and conversed upon the vañoua topics 
connected with hia past Ufe, whieh liad been aii event- 
ful one. He waa born in Bordeaux. Hia raother died 
when he waa an infant, leaving him to the care of his 
father, who owned and commanded a amall véase! en- 
gaged in the coasting trade. 

While vcry young, Manuel preferred piaying about 
the streeta of his native city, and hiding, with other 
boys, among l¡ie vices whieh covered his father's dwcll- 
ing, to foUowing any plan of edueation proposed by 
hÍ8' father. TJnder the direction of an únele, however, 



22 A TnousAND miles' walk, 

he attended scliool when nine years oíd, and ¡eamed to 
road and -write during the two Bucceedbg years. So 
rapid -wae his progress, that the únele, who was wealthy, 
offered to defray his expenses if he would fit himself 
for the university ; hat Manuel preferred following the 
fortanes of his father for a eeason, and aecordiogly 
sailcd with him along the coaets of France and Spain. 
Eut the voyage was not destined to be a pleasant 
one. The boy was contmnally offending his father, 
ivho was a cold and unloTable man ; and one after- 
noon, while perfonning certain antics upon the main- 
topsail-yard-arra, the oíd gentleman called him down, 
and rowarded his exertiona with a lusty application of 
the end of the maia sheet, which rope's-ending was 
not to M;5,nuerB taste. He availed hiniself of the first 
opportunity, deeerted the vesse!, and joined a fino ship 
sailing to Havana. Before reaohing Cuba he had be- 
corae acquaintod with the ropes, and not wishing to 
retura to his parent until time had soothod hia outraged 
feclings, he leíl the bhip, and became a deetitnte wan- 
derer in a foreign land. He was at that time twelve 
years of age. Being led into bad company, be joined 
a Rlavcr, boand for thfs west coast of África. Tho ga- 
lota in which he saÜod reached the Rio Congo, and 
received on board niné hundred negroes, nearly all of 
whom were landed safely in Cuba. His wages, as boy, 
amounted to fifty dollars per month ; but, tliough en- 
gaged in so profitable an undertaking, bis sense of 
right causod him to leave his unpríncipled associatef^ 
and to seek employment clsewbére, Since that time 
he liad eerved beneath the flag of nearly every mañ- 
tinie nation, and had nlso fuught in the China wars. 
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For tliirteen years he had sailed from Boston and New 
York, chooaing the American republio as hia adopted 
country, for which he was willing, as he declared, to 
shed his best blood, should nccessity reqiiire, 

While convereing wíth Manuel, one morning before 
sunrise, I was surpriaed by hia suddenly jumping to his 
feet and seanning the homon. At lengtb he esclaimed, 
"There is a aiglit you may never see again. I have 
croaaed the line many times in this longitude, bat nevor 
beheld that hefore to-day ! " At this moment the mate, 
who had been keeping a long lookout, disappeared be- 
low, returning in a moment with the captain. Looking 
in the direction pointed out by the oM sailor, I dis- 
cerned far away to the aouth-south-east, broken water; 
and, as the daylight advaneed, we were soon able to 
distinguish two detacbed and rugged rocks, rising out 
of the sea, togetber with many amaller peaks rising out 
of the water around them. One of theso bore a strik- 
ing reaemblance to a sugar-loaf, Thia group waa the 
St. PauJ'a Koeks, When first seen they appeared 
dark and drear; but, ae our veasel approached them, 
we discovered that the excre'ments of myriada of sea- 
fowl, with which they, were covered, had made them 
of a gliatening white, presenting a strango appearance, 
not wholly devoid of the pictareaque, Here, at no lesa 
a distance than five liundred and forty miles from the 
continent of South America, these peaks, the aummits 
of mountaina whose baaes are planted in anfathomed 
deptha, arise. 

The rocka He in longitude twenty-nine degrcea flf 
teen minutes weat, and are only fifty-eight miles north 
of the equator. The liighost peak rises but íifly feet 
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above the sea, and is not more than three quartors of a 
mi lo in circumference. 

These isolated rocks have becn visitad by a few per- 
Bons only. Darwin, the naturalist, made a thorough 
investigatioii into their natural bistory. Among birde, 
the booby gannet and noddy tern were fourd ; both 
species being veiy tame, depositiug their eggs and 
i'eariny their young in gieat numbei's. Dai-win, in h¡9 
account of the terjants of these rocky islets, observes, 
"It was arausing to watch bow quiukly a large and 
active crab (Grapsus), wbich inbabits the crevices of 
the rocke, stole the fish from the eide of the nest, aa 
soon as we had disturbed tbe parent birds. Sir W. 
Syraonds, one of tbo few pei-sons who have lañded 
here, informe me tbat he saw these crabs dragging 
even the young birds out of the nests, and devoarlng 
them. Not a single plant, ñor even lichen, grows on 
this ielet; yet it is inhabited by several ineeets and 
spiderB. The following list completes, I believe, the 
terrestrial fauna: A ñy (Ol/ersia), living on the 
booby, and a tic-k, which must bave come here aa a 
parasite on tbo birds ; a small brown moth, bclonging 
to a genus that feeds on featbers; a beetle {(¿uedius), 
and a wood-louse from beneatb the dung ; and, lastly, 
numerous spiders, which, I suppose, prey oo Ihí^se smaU 
attendatits and soaveogers of the water-fowl." 

I añerwarda met, among the many roving characters 
with whom the traveller becomes acquainted, a person, 
who, in his youngor days, had beeii engaged not only 
in privateeiing, but also in the lucrative, though "inhu- 
man, slave traflic. He knew of many mstances when 
slavers and freebootevs liad been obliged to visit St. 
Google 
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Paul's from necessity, not only for the purpose of secur- 
ing the rain-water that is csught in the cavities acd 
deprcssioiía in the rock, but alao to procure a eupply of 
the fish which play about the islets in large schoola, or, 
n.ore properly, perhaps, shoals, or achules, 

Although our vessel was built before the age of 
cüppers, and conaequently ruado slow progress through 
the water, St. Paul's was far astern by ten o'clock. 
A fresh breeze eprang up, and, as it eoutinued fair, we 
were wafted along atnoollily day añer day towards our 
destín ed port. 

At length tlie Rudden changes of the atmosphere, 
and carefiíl oonsultations of the offlcers, and admoni- 
tiona "to keep a bright lookout ahead," warned the 
forecasüe hands tbat we were nearíng the Rio Plata, 
the great Miver of Súver, wbose bioad mouth we wcie 
Boon to entcr, there to gaze upon the shores of another 
continent. 

The nights seemed cooler, and the beautiful appear- 
ance of the heavens, as the sun, with a broader diak, 
sank beneatb the western horízon, partí cularJy attracted 
our attention. As it alowlydiaappeared, clouds of many 
varied hues gathercd above it like beavy drapery, as 
if to conceal its flight ; while others, taking the form 
of long ranges of mountains, with here and there a tall 
peak towering up into the cleai'er firmament, presen te d 
a- panorama of exquisite beauty and grandeur. But 
all eveninga were not of this description. Sometitnes 
the heavena darkened, and for two or three hours not 
a breath of air moved the murky atmosphere. Long, 
daik swells carne rolling towards us from the south- 
east, Bure indicators of the distant pampero, the hucrí- 
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cañe of La Plata. When these swells were visible, the 
crew at once becamc active : evoiy light sail waa 
snugly furled, aud the topsails double reefcd, for our 
captain was a prudent man, who had sailed long enough 
in these latitudes to know the fearful devastation that 
is oftcn occasioned by the pampero. Before our voy- . 
age tenuinated wo had aii opportunity to appreciate 
this tralt in his seamanship. 

One afternoon, when within four or five daya' sail of 
the mouth of the Plata, the sky becatne overcast with 
murky clouds, while the distant thunder and lightning 
in the south-west warned us of the proximity of the 
hurricane. "All hands" were called, and we huiried 
to our stationa ; but before everything oould be made 
Bnug alofl, a fieree shower of hail descended, pelting us 
mercilessly ; and gJad enough we were to get below, at 
four bells, to supper. The wind increi^ed, and blefl- 
very hard for an hour or more, when it became calmer ; 
but still the heavy sea carne rolling towards ue, mak- 
ing our stout ' bark toss and pitch about as if oíd 
Neptune were irritated at her sluggiab ways. We 
congratulated ourselves at our easy escape from the 
pampero, but we shouU. have remembered the 
oíd saying, "ÍTever shout until you are out of the 
wood." 

As we were below, discussing varioua subjects, wo 
were joined by the cook, who descended the ladder, 
requeating the loan of a novel, declaring tliat be waa 
dying by inches of the "oawy." "Gíet ont of thia, you 
and your trash ! " ehouted an oíd tar : " this ¡a no place 
for dietinguiahed characters." 

But the "doctor" did not appear to be discoDCfjrted 
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in the least at l/iis rude ealutation and reference to hia 
pretensions. 

"Ah, boys!" he exclalmed, with á touch of senti- 
mentality, "how can ye be so boistheroua ? Here we 
are, every hour dhrawing nearer and nearer to that 
niighty river ivhich runs past Buenos Ayres; and does 
uot the thought of it inspire ye with romaiitic feelings ? 
As for toeescl^ I can scarce slape at night for the eo- 
statig thoHghts that crowd me brain. Ye may all 
laugh," he continued, as some of the sailors ioterrupted 
him witb a boisteroua laugh, "but it does not alter the 
case in the laate, for it is thrue. To-night, when I was 
Btanding- in the galley, the thought carne to me, that 
pcrhaps the boy here," pointing to myselí; "would ¡ike 
a fcw stanzas of poetry for hls dialogue (diary), which 
he is kecping ; so I, in niy mind, composed a few linea, 
whicli, if he -wants, I wíll recite to him. 

At this, some of tbe sailore esclaimed, "Get out^f 
this, for a dirty sea-cook as yon are, and don't attempt 
to spoil sensible people." 

I, however, said that I would be pleased to receive 
his stanzas, and, preparing my pencil and paper, wrote 
down the following lines as he recited tbem, together 
with the interpolations and remarks of tbe '^ailoi's. 
Striking a beatific attitude, the poet began : — 
"I Eaw her; yes, I saw her." 

Ol<¡ Salt (gruíñy). » What if you did? If she saw 
yon, she sickened, I daré swear! " 
TAe Doctor (continuing). 

" Tripping aJong so gayly, 
Witli mantilla flutteriog ín the wind." 

G Otilóle 
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Oíd Salt M. "Shating \a the wiod's eye, in a 
equall." 

The Doctor. 

"Ej-es like b dove's in mildness, 
Or an eaglü's in its wildncss." 

Oíd Salt Ist. » More like a hen's with one cliicken." 
Oíd Salt Sd. "Or a sick rooster with one tail- 
foather." 
Tke Doctor, 

" Smiles thej were sweet, 
LipB togethcr did meet." 

Oíd Salt Ist (dubiously). «Lipa together did meet? 
I wonder, mateya, if she wasn't smacking them after a, 
glassof grog?" 

TAe Doctor. 

" Ciamora of war and terrible drums, 
Hoise of trampete and the hum of tongnes, 
Can frighten tJio timid, but not her; 
For brave as a lion, dauntleas as fire, 
Sbe's ruled by love, and not by iré." 

Here gome of the aailors pretended to faint ; othera 
reeled off to their buuks, saying that the doetor'a 
poetry was " woi-se tban his duff, and that wasn't fit to 
give a measly hog;" whilG one oíd fellow ascended 
to tbe deok, declaring that he "coddn't elecp ailer 
hoaring such blasted nonsenee, uDtil he had taken a 
salt junk emetic." 

The doctor wonld have continned his poetry, not- 
withstaiidíng the ridicule of the « low, ignorant fellowB," 
as he called them; but he was inten-upted by tbe yoice 
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of tlae mate, calling down to the cook to "doctor the 
binnaole lamp," whcn the poet hurried up the com- 
panion-way, leaving me to turn in, and dreara of 

"Lips th.at togeliicr did meet, 
Clamors of wars, and terrible druras," 

uQtil the man at the wheel fitmck eight bells. 
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CHAPTER II. 

IN THE UIVER PLATA. 



AT length tLe day for makiiig prcparations for near- 
ing land anlved. One fine atternoon the order 
was given to bave everything rijady for enteriug the ríver. 
All hauds wero kept on deck, and cvery oiie manifested 
an unuaual readiness to work. The lashings -were cut 
adrift frora the ancbors ; the chain drawn out of the 
lockei-, and overhaultíd upon the deck; and the other 
matters attended to, which are not to be neglected on 
a ship about coming to an anchorage. Towards nígbt, 
the changing color of the water, wbich in the dcep 
ocean is of Ji daik hlue, but whioh had no\v become 
of a groenish tinge, told us of the proximity of land. 

At sunrise of the iicxt morning, the cry of, " Land on 
tho starboard bow ! " awoke me from a Bound slumber, 
IIuiTying on deck, I was able to d'iscover a faint etreak 
of red in the dietant hovinon, wliich a sailor declai-ed to 
be"theloim of the land;" and by eight o'elock the low 
ehorcs of the Urnguayan republic were distinctly visi- 
blti fiom our deck, and the nionotony of our sea life waa 
at an end. 

As it was neoessaryto take a pUot on board,wewere 
ohliged to first make Montevideo, tbo great seaport of 
the Banda Oiiental, or Uriíguayan republic-, wbich 
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ct/untry, as most of niy reailora are doubtless aware, 
was foritieily a constnnt bone of contcntion betweeu 
Buenos Ayrcs and Brazil, but is now independent of 
bütb, and accoiiJing to a¡l acc-ounta piomiscs to become 
the greatest producer of wool of thc Soutli American 
república. 

A light breeze wafted na past tho rockyiale of Flores 
to Montevideo, where, about dnsk, we dropped anchor 
at a distance of three miles from the shore. 

While aloft, I had time to observe that a conical 
mountain, with emooth sides, and crowned.by an oíd 
fort, was connected with the naain land by a península, 
in such a niaiiner that a fine hay was fomied, whcrc a 
large fleet of vessels were lying at anchoi-. The fort 
OH themonntshowedaligbtjfour hundred and seventy- 
five féet above tbe level of the sea. The town lies on 
the opposite side of the bay, to the eastward of the 
mountain, from which lact it derives its nanie. 

By tbe time tbe sails were fuiled, and several addi- 
tional ranges of chain overhauled, night carne on, and 
the anchor watch was set, with orders to cali the mato 
if it lightened in tbe soutb-west, the región of pam- 
peros. 

My watch was from níne to ten : when I woe re- 
lieved, I went below with a light beart, and "turned 
in" to my bunk,' with the prospect of unbroken rest. 
It was perhaps an honr later that I was awakened by 
the confused sonnds on deck, caused by the " letting 
go" the seeond anchor, and the loud caliing down the 
companion-way for "all hands on deck," Ilurrying 
above, we found tliat apampero had struck tbe í'essel, 
which was moving through the water at tbe ratc of at 
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least four miles an hoür before the forcé of tlie hurri- 
cane. Wlien tlie second anchor became fast, however, 
tlie veesel's course was chocketl, ehe swiing arouiid, 
broadside to tlie wiod, aod lield her ground. The 
forcé of thc wind Bli'iking our backs was so gi-eat thal 
■we were obliged to take ehelter beneath the bulwarks 
to recovcr our bi-eath. 

The darkness was intense, eave when flashes of líght- 
ning illumined every headland along tbe coast, and 
thi'ew out in bold relief tlie monntain and its caslle. 
But dutyGalled us from the proteetioii of the bulwarka 
to the chain lockers. Vainlj, however, did the officers 
vociférate their commands; not a word conld we un- 
deretand ; but we instint-tively laid hoI3 of the chain, 
and, guided by flashes of lightning, paid out many 
fathoms. Hardly had we accomplíshed our objcct in 
giving Bcope to the cabía, when a noise hke thunder 
announced that ene of tbe eails, the main spencer, had 
broken adrift, atid in an instant it beat and elattercd 
across the quartcr-dcck. Frora side toside it tore, out- 
ting the rigging to pieces, with the block at its clew. 
Half an hour's labor was inefiectual io secui-ing the 
sail, tliotigh ends of bracea were Ptrongly passed around 
it; it continually broke looae, tnmbling upon the dcck 
all the men who were clinging to it, and we might bave 
laboi'ed mueh longer, had not Manuel crawled aloft, 
and cut thc sail adrift, by coming down the jack-etay, 
knife in hand. 

Tlie Bpencer had not been sectively fastened before 
from belween the harness-caska, the mizzen stayaai!, 
which had been carefiílly furled, seemed endowed with 
lile, for in an instant it raa up íts stay like a bird, and 
waa at once torii to shreds. í"-,..,.,l,. 

llre-ftJhíVjL)l.'y IL 
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At this point the prospect was fair for a -wreck. The 
captain brought an ase on déck to prepai'e for the last 
résort. Eut euch a Aeree wlnd fortunately could not 
last long ; its owti forcé must prove exhaiistive : il soon 
carne only in gusta, and two hours latcr it had gi'eatly 
subsidcd. 

The sceuG now arotind us challenged our attention ; 
and, nntil morning, I leaned acrosa the rail," completely 
engroesed with tho raany curious phenomena before me. 

The air waa filled with eléctrica! flashes, which at 
times rendered the tall mount plainly visible, and 
brought out the spars of the fleet in the bay in weird- 
üke prominence agaiost the gloomy baclcground. 

The fort on the height seemod clothed with flame, 
while the short, quick waves aroand the vosael gleamed 
■withphosphoi-escentlight. The^Ddmpsí-ohadstruckthe 
vessel during the watch snccecding mine, and the man 
on duty became so frightened that he did not cali the 
mate. Luckily, that officer discovered tbe true state 
of afiáíre in timo to prevent a serious disaster. 

The dawn of the following morning revealed a siglit 
snch as might be expected after so violent a liumcane. 
In ene part of tho harbor were two vessels, whose crews 
were hard at work in clearing thcm from tho entangle- 
raent of their rigging, which waa completely wrecked. 

Gloso by lay two others, with their topmasts gone, 
and in the distance were many others in a similar con- 
dition ; while fi-om the town carne floating logs, boxes, 
barréis, and other luniber in gi'cat quantitieg, telling of 
the havoc of the pamp&to. 

The effect of the wind was even felt to a greater ox- 
tent farther up the river, where some fiíteen or twonty 
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sniall vessels wcre capsizeii, and maiiy of the crews 
drowned. 

A new and beautifiil English bark, tbat had loft 
hor anchorage for Buenos Ayres the night befoi-e, we 
eawtwodays añei-wards; but ehe was nothing but a 
dismantled liulk, with only tho stump of her mizzewmaat 
left : eveiy spar had beea blown away, and one of ber 
men killed by a fhlling mast. 

ThoHgh tbe pampero season generally lasts from 
JVIarcli to September, tbia wind is likeiy to blow at any 
time; and a careful oaptain will alwaya be preparod 
for it. The state of the mercury in bis barometer, to- 
gether with the appoarance of the heavens in tho south- 
west, raust be carefully watched. These winds, coming 
from the cold summits of the Andes, sweep first across 
an undulating, thon a flat country; and, meeting no 
obstacle to brcak their forcé, do great damage to the set- 
tloments about Buenos Ayre8,ás well as to the shipping 
in the River Plata, and are felt niany miles out to sea. 

The Rivcr Plata, at its entrance, between Cape St. 
Mary on the north coast, and Cape St. Antonio on the 
south, ia one buudrcd and seventy miles; and we can 
seo that the pam^jero, in travere'mg this broad channel, 
has a most unobstructcd course. 

At noon a pilot carne aboard, bearing a letter from 
tho ownei-'s agont; and at about eleven o'clock the fol- 
lowing night we hove up both anchors, and, with a fine 
breeze, sailed up the river. Thirty-six hours later, we 
dropped anchor in tho outer roads of Buenos Ayrea, 
scyeii or eight miles from the eity, whose plastered 
dweiiings and loSly cathcdral were plalnly eeen from 
tho decks of onr vessel. 
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CHAPTER III. 

BUENOS AYEES. — THE PEOTINCE AND CITT. 

FOR a whoie moiitli I was obliged to remain by 
the vessel, awaiting the arrival of the orders 
that were to set me free. During this period, to pre- 
pare the vessel for a long stay, the lighter spai-s were 
senf down, tho flying jib-boom sent in, bsíIb unbent, 
&a. The tides in the River Plata are govemed by 
the wind, and have no regularity in rising ; the cur- 
rent of the liver is at the rate of three miles per hour. 
Vessels drawing above eleven feet of water remaia in 
the outer rt>ads, while smaller craít can approach with- 
in two or three miles of the city ; all of these diacharge 
and receive their eai^oes by the assistance of lighters, 
generally schooner-rigged, and piincipally manned by 
foreigners, — chiefly French, ItaÜan, Spanish, and Por- 
t ligue se. 

At last, abont the 20th of February, a. Boston vesael 
cntered the river, bringing íetters from borne, and I 
waa gratified by the infoi-mation from the eaptain, thal, 
after seeing the Americali cónsul, who had i-cctíived 
ordere to discharge me from duty, I should be at lib- 
ovty to depart on my long pedestrian joumey. I went 
ashore at the earliest opportunity, and at once called 
upon Colonel Joseph Graham, the American conaul. 
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wlio received me with great kindoess, but eondemned 
my intention of crossing, alone, so wíld a country, 
with the poople and language qf which I had no ac- 
quaintanoe ; he, however, fiímiahed me with the neces- 
sary papers of proteetion, together with lettersof intro- 
duction to various persons in the Intenor. During my 
stay in the consul's office Dr. Heni-y Kennedy, a young 
North American physícian, carne ín, and although a 
stranger to me, presented me, after a few minutes' eon- 
versation, with a letter of introduction to Mr. G — n, a 
resident of líosario. This act of kindness towards a 
stranger proved tlie generous character of Di-. Kenne- 
dy, and it is with a feeling of gratitiide that I recail 
his ñame here. I was now my own master, and at 
once weut about the city in eearch of information rela- 
tive to crossing the country. 

The cónsul and one or two othcr partios had givcn 
me the ñames of persons to whom I was to apply for 
the necossary information to gnide me in my journey. 
I was surprised, however, to find that the foieign mer- 
chanta knew so little of the inteñor ; for, after several 
days' inquiry, the principal fact that I learncd was, 
that to crosa the pampas on foot it would be necessary 
to accompany one of the troops of carta that earríed 
mei'chandise to tlie otiier provinces, as otherwise I 
would find it impossible to obtain food or to follow tlie 
right trdl. One of my informanta was a stout little 
Irish gentleman, who quoted a meesage sent to Sír 
Woodbine Parish, by a gentleman who crossed the 
country several yeara before ; and as hia description Í9 
.ilmost true of the Buenos Ayrean, or Southern road 
acrosa the pampas, I wül present it here. He saiA, 
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"The country ia more nninteresting than any I ever 
Iravelled over, ia any quarter of the globe. I should 
divide it into five regions ; iirst, tiíat ofthistles, inhab- 
ited by owls and biscacban ; secoud, that of graas, where 
you meet witli deer, ostriches, and the ecreaniing, 
boriiod ploveí-; thirí, the i^e^on of awamps and mo- 
rasses, only fit for frogs; fourlh, that of atones and 
ravines, where I expected every moment to be upset ; 
aiid; last, that of aehes and thorny shnibs, the refuge 
of tho tarántula and binehuco, or giant-bng. 

"And now," continned the little Irishman, "I ask 
leave lo put yon a question. IIow many days can you 
conveniently go ivithoiit water? 

"Two or three, perhaps," I replled. 

" Well, then, you will never last to crosa the plains," 
was hia encouraging anawer ; " for, mark you, a niei'chant 
of this city croaaed last summer, and went witbout water 
for twenty-one days. I tliiiik you had better retiirn to 
America, and give up travelhng for information." 

Such were the atorica — some true, and niany,like 
that of the Irishman, utterly fabuloús — tliat were told 
me by the different individúala upon whom I caÜed 
during iny ahort stay in Buenoa Ayrea. In the conree 
of my ¡nqnií'icB I learned that a train of wagona would 
shortly leave Roaario, a aniaíl town upon the River 
Paraná, about two hundred milea north of Buenos 
Ayrca, for Mendoza, a town situated at tho baac of 
the Andes, and I resolved to viait tbe place in time 
to eatcli the caravan. A steamboat plied hetwecn 
the city of Buenos Ayrea and Rosario, but as it 
was not to aail for a ibrtnight, I had ampie time 
fov Burveylng tbft adjaceut country, and even for 
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mating a flying vlslt _acros9 thc Plata to the Banda 
Oriental. 

Thc State of Buenos Ayi'es usiially tiionopolizea the 
attentioo of visitoi's to the región whicli is known as 
thc Argentino Confederation, on account of her favor- 
able eituation on tlio seaboard, her possession of tlio 
only maritime port in the vast confedcracy, and the 
predomínating ínfluence which theae advantages have 
secured to her in peaco as well as in war. The state 
contains an área of fifty-two thousand square miles, 
and is, consequently, but little larger than the State of 
New Yorlc. Her population, according to an estímate 
formed some ten years sincy, amounted to fióme three 
hundred and twenty thousand souls; of whom one 
hundred and twenty thousand are inhabitants of the 
tity, while the reraaindev are sparsely distributed over 
the extensive plains that comnience a few miles from 
the coast, and, running inland, stretch across and fer 
beyond the limits of the state. The population of the 
city itself is coniposed of a great vai'iety of types and 
cfoIoi-8, among which, however, the whites are rapidly 
predomínating ; as eveiy year introduces new blood 
from Europe and Noith America, while parties inter- 
cstcd are doing theii' best, in connection wíth the gov- 
ernment, to divert a portion of the Tvish immigration 
from the United States towards their own province. 
The government fiirnishea imniigrants with land froe 
oí'eítarge, but an estortíonate príceís not uofi'eqtiently 
piiid, in the end, for a farm. 

The ettidy of the mixed races which inhabít, not 
only this province, but aJso thc entire región between 
the Paraná and the Cordillera, has as yet rcceived but 
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little attention from tbe stodent of cthnology. Tlie 
Iídcs of demarcation, however, betwcen race and race, 
are clear aud distínct ; and tlie future ethnographer of 
this región will have no difficulty in tr.acing tlie popii- 
lation, through its intermedíate stages of gauchos, zam- 
bas, mestizos, etcT to its oñgin witli the immigration 
from Oíd Spain and otber Eurppean countries, and to 
tbe aborigiaal and negro stocks. 

Throaghout the state the soil ís ricbly alluvial to 
a depth of two or moro feet, beneath which lies a 
Btratum of clay, difibring in kind and quality according 
to its Jocation, Thiis etrata of wliite, yellow, and red 
clays have been discovered in different regions of the 
same province, fumishing the population with abun- 
dant material for the manufacture of tiles, bi-icks, and 
innumerable articles of potteiy. 

For nearly two hundred miles west of the La Plata, 
the aoil produces a laxnriant growth of herbage, whicb 
is choked, however, in many places, by estensive/twesía 
of gigantie thistles, which grow to suoh a height that 
men, passing through them on horseback, are hidden 
by the lofty stems. So heavy ig this growth that, at 
times, tho thistle fields are impassable to man, and 
serve to the wild animáis of the pampas as an undis- 
turbed lair. Theso thistles are fired, fjom time to time, 
by the gauchos ; after the ground that they coverod has 
heen burnt over, a fine sweet crop of grass starts up, 
upon which the cattle feed luxiiriantly, 

A native author, of eminent accuracy, who has care- 
fully etudied the statistics and resourccs of the prov- 
ince of Buenos Ayi'es, has published the following 
estímate of the valué of real estáte and olher pj^opei^ty 
in the country, in 1855:— C.OOJ^rc 
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State of Sueños Ayres, its JExtent, Valué, tfic. 
Fifty-two thousand mües of unciiltivated 

lands, at $1000 per squai'e mile, . . . $52,000,000 
Six million head of cattle, at $6 per bead, 36,000,000 
Three million marca, at $1 per hea^l, . . S,000,00l> 
Five million sheep, at $1 per head, . . . 5,000,000 
Ha!f a million swine, ati$l per head, . . 500,000 
Houses, &o^ in tlie country, 10,000,000 

Total valne, $106,500,000 

The foUowing etatemcnt, derived froni tho Baeoos 
Ayres Cuatoni House, for the flrst six months of 1854, 
may serve aa a nieana of estimating the immber of 
homed cattle in the state : — 

Hidcs exported in six months, 1854, . . . 759;063 
Deduct quantity received from the provínces, 121,106 

Total exports of Buenos Ayres hiiües, in six 

months, 638,802 

Add a corresponding six montha' exporta 

for balance of the year, 638,802 

Estimated export for 1854, 1,277,604 

The followitig were some of tho agrícultural produe- 
tions of Buenos Ayres in 1854, as compiited by Señor 
Maezo : — 

Wheat, 200,000 fanezaa. 

Malíie and barley, . . . 70,000 « 

Potatoos, 60,000 " 

Thc/aneza is nearly equal to fonr Englieh impeña] 
huahela, or to 2218,102 ciibic inches. 
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Of late j ears the valué of provisions, hidea, tallow, 
and liorns has been greatly enlianced. 

I am informed that iinder the government of Gen- 
eral Rosas, the pnce of beef was fixed by law at fiñeeu 
cents per arroba (twenty-five pounds), and that the 
eeverest puniehinent was infllcted for any attempt to 
evade ov infringe upon the regulatíon. The piice of 
beef during my stay in the province was never lesa 
than sixty cents per arroba. 

Frequent revolations have naturally hindei-ed, in a 
very great degree, the deveiopment of tho resourcea 
of thia province. Slnce 1810-11 it has been subjected 
to continual and siiddcQ changes of government : at 
one moment, aa it were, attemptíng to form tho corner- 
Stone of a vast confederation, in a ahort time the sceno 
of the wildest anarchy, and soon prostrate undor one 
of the most grinding despotisms that the nineteenth 
century has belieid, 

Buenos Ayres, the richost and most powerful of the 
provlnces of La Plata, holds her«e!f aloof frora the i-e- 
mainder, prefeiTÍng a stato of isolation, through dislike 
for Presidont Urqiiiza, to joiüing with her sister states 
in laying the fuundation of a stiong and permanent 
confederaoy. Iler iniport an<l export diitica, togethcr 
with port eharges, stanips, direct taxes, &(\, constitute 
a considerable revenue; and these resources would, 
nndoubtedly, give her a powerful influence over the 
other States should she flnally beeome a part of the 
Argentine Confederation. Though a coolnesa, alniost 
amounting to ill-will, is manifested by the people of 
Buenos Ayres towards those of the neíghborhoodprov- 
intes, a treaty has been lattly sigucd by the two 



Í2 A THOÜSAND miles' WALK, 

govemiuems, in which each promises aiJ and assist- 
;ince to the other in case of attack from a neighboríng 
or foreign powcr. It is evident, from their careful 
movcments, that all tíie La Plata states Btaad in dread 
of their grasping and powerful neighbor — the empire 
of Bi'azil. 

The city of Buenos Ayres is lakl ont in the neual 
Spanlsh-American manner — in squares, measuring one 
hundred and fiñy yarde «pon a side; the streets, of 
course, croes each otber at ríght angles, and run due 
noilh and south, east and west. Tliey are regular 
throughout, but are very rougbly pavcd, With sorae 
exceptions tho dwellings are of but otie etory in height, 
and are built of briek, overlaid with a whit« plaster, 
which gives tbem a very neat appearance; but the 
licavy iron gratings with which eveiy window is pro- 
tected detract not a little from the beauty of the 
dwellings; and a stranger unaccustomed to Spanish 
architectui-e may readily, at the first eight of thcsc for- 
bidding gratings, believe liimself among the prisons of 
the city. The roofs are covered with oval or square 
tiles. 

Buenos Ayrcs is rich in public institutions. Iler 
theatree and placee of public resoit are eight in num- 
ber, besides tho govemoi-'s mansión, the Houee of 
Representativos, and the Caea de Jueticia, or Hall of 
Juetice. Bcsidee tliese may be enumerated the Tribu- 
nal of Commeree, the lijspection of Arms, the Artilleiy 
Arsenal, the Ecciesiastical Semínary, tiie Mueeum of 
Natural History, Public Library, Custom House, Mint, 
Bank, and Jail. 
The treatment of the ininatea of the latter instítution 



BUEX09 AYRES. 43 

eecures for them a degi'ee of comfort far less tíian tliat 
which is reaclied in our owo reformatory institulicns. 

In addition to the public buildings enumerated 
above, there are also auites of rooms occupied by tho 
Ecolesiastical Conit, the General Archives, Topograph- 
ical Department, Statistical Dcpaitnient, Medical Acad- 
emy, Iliatorical Institute, etc. 

The cltizens of Buenos Ayres have, well provided for, 
the unfortunate, Bosidea granting licenscs to mendi- 
cants, and allowing them to go from door to door on 
horaeback, the luunicipality has established aii asyluin 
for orphans and a foundUng hospital, 

Besides the cathedral, there ai-o thirteen Catholio 
churches, two monasteriea, and three convents. There 
are two hosptlals, one for males, the other for females; 
but these institutions have neither the conveniences 
ñor skilful physicians which those of more enlíghtened 
or longer established couiitriea possysa, There are 
also three foreign hoapitals, aupported by the English, 
French, and Italian govemments. 

The plazas, or ]>ublÍo squares, are nine or ten in 
nnniber; one of them is ovci'Iooked by the lofty cathe- 
dral and by the Casa de Justicia, and contains a monu- 
ment, erected in eommemoratlon of past events of 
national importance, and especially of the Dcclaration 
of Independence froni tho mothev country. 

Many improvements have been made in the city in 
late years, chief aniong which is the new brick sea- 
wall, of considerable height, protecting the town ñ'om 
damage by high tides of the river. 

From this wall, projccting into tho stroam, there waa 
in process of constniction at the time of my arrival í 
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mole or wliarf, of great length, whieh has sJnce been 
completed, enabling small vessels aud Üghtera to dis- 
uharge their cargoes unassisted by the clumsy carts 
Ibat formerly wore the Bole meana of coinmuni catión 
with tbe shore. The piles that eupport tbis wbarf are 
pointed witb iron, a pi-ecaution rendered necesaary by 
tlie peculiarly hard formation of the river bed at tbia 
lüuality. 

As the soil is irapregnated -with nitrate of potash, 
the well and other water ia rendered unflt for table 
use. Tbe wealtbier citizens have áeep cistems at their 
residences, ín which rain water is preserved ; biit the 
poorer clasaea bave no other beverage tban tbe river 
water, which is canied around the eity in bárrela, «pon 
horses and miilea, and retaüed at a modérate price. 

Slavery, which esiated in tbese regióos in a mlld 
form until 1813, was, during that year, abolíahed by 
law. The aystem never aseumed, in point of fact, 
tbat form wbich exiated in our own republic, but 
waa so lenient that the alavés were treated rather aa 
children, or favorite aervants, than aa merely eo mucb 
property. 

Its gradual extinction set in many years before the 
pei-iod of Jegislation upon tho aubjeet. Dttring tbe 
struggle for independence, the slave frcquently íbnght 
eide by sidc with bis master, and manifested an equal 
anxiety with bim to bo liberated from the dominión of 
Spain. In consideration of services rendered during 
tbese patriotic struggles, and ft-om a conviction tbat 
tlio aystem was far fi-om beneficia! to a newly-organ- 
ized republic, the alavés were emaneipated, and their 
desisendauta now fonu a valuable and active cla^ re- 
C.oogle 
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taining little of the indolence nsually ascríbed to Iha 
unfoi-tunate races from which tbey sprung. 

During the aecendcncy of Rosas, tlie negro pop'ula- 
tioii was devotcdly attached to Doña Mañuelita, his 
cf-lebrated danghtev, aod their influence with her was 
almost boundless. It is relatod that in 1840, whilo au 
attack by Lavaüe was momontarily cxpected, a young 
man from the town of San Juan waa ¡a Baeoos Ayres, 
and was forbidden, under pain of deatb, to leave the 
city. An aged ncgi'esa, who had, in former yeara, been 
in tlie service of his family, happened to recognize 
him, and learned hia ansiety to depart. " Al! rigbt, 
ray friond!" sbo said ; "I will go at once, and get 
you a passport." "Impossiblel" osclaimed the young 
man. «Not at aJI," replied the negress. "La Señoñta 
Mañuelita will not deny it to me," 

In a quarter of an hour she brought a passport, 
signed by Bosas, enjoinitig hia mercenaiíes to oppoae 
no liinderanee to the bearer'a departure, 

Thua gained over by petty favors fcom the all-pow- 
erfal dictator, the negroea formed a corps of zealous 
spiea and adherents of Rosas, whose sccret observa- 
tions were carried on in the veiy niidst of tbe families 
whom be suspected. They also formod a brigade of 
excellent troops, on whose fidelity he was able to rely 
at all times. 

Don Domingo F. Sarmiento, from ene of whose 
works the above anecdote is derived, is one of the 
moet enlightened patriota and phUosophers of South 
America. He is a nativa of San Joan, a town in the 
interior of tbe Confederation, but has ti-avelled exten- 
sively in Europe and tbe Unitod' States, and, was foí 
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many years a resident of Chili, wLither lie waa ban- 
iehed by Rosas in 1840. He has done much by hia 
writings to advance a practica! kiiowIeJge both of the 
principies of agriculture and of edacatíon in liis native 
country, and js oarnestly endeavoring to Beuui'e the 
coíiperation of the govemment and legislature of Bu- 
enos Ayrea in the advancement of tbose sciences. He 
desires to see eome portion of the European emigration 
diverted from the United Statos to Buenos Ayres, the 
governtoent of which province, indeed, offors land free- 
ly to all who will settle ¡n the interior; and he has re- 
oently published, araong other valnable worka, a treatise 
on agriculture and education, eiititled "^ I'lan combi- 
nado de Educación comvn, Silvicultura e Industria 
¿•asiorií," especiallydesiíncd for the province ofBuenoa 
Ayres. He is also tnnsHting into Spanish the writ- 
ings of Adam^j, Jefiei son, and other*i of our early states- 
Eien, which we m ij hope will enlightcn the Spauish 
república of South Ameuta on i anbject that they 
Keem at best to veiy imperfeetly understand. 

A word coneerning the currency of this provinee, 
and I will dismiss it from the readcr's attention. Eosaa, 
before he waa driven from power, establishcd a paper 
currency, which, boing of einall nominal valué, was in- 
tendod to supply the place of coin. These bilis were 
títriick off with the valué of from one to aeveral hun- 
dred pesos atamped upon thcm. But their valué fluc- 
tuated to such an extent, that while at one time one 
Spanish dollar could parchase twenty pesos, a few 
weeks later not eight could be obtained with the same 
sura. At the present time a peso ia valued at four or 
five cents of our money. 
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It is said that tho president, having piit this cuiTency 
into circulation, realized thousantls of iloUara froiii it 
by monopolizing the monoy market, and causing the 
paper to rise or deprédate at his pleasure. I have 
seen a íoav-real pieee coíned by him, or by order of his 
goverraont (wliich amounted to the same thiiig), with 
theae words Btamped upon it: "Eterno Eosas" (Eternal 
Rosas), This man was, in overy seuse oí" the word, a 
tyrant — cool, ealcnlating, and selfish ; possessed of a 
degree of cunning and penotration, that aided him in 
discovering his inost secret enemies. Ruthless in the 
execution of his designa, ho spared neither ago ñor 
ses; even the venerable mayor, his earliest friend, his 
moro than fatiier, waa murdered in cold blood by a 
party of tnasorguero» (men of the Masorca, or club, a 
band of bntohers and assassins, on whom Rosas relied 
for the perpetuation of his reign of terror), at the bid- 
ding of their atrocioua cliief. 

In a work published at Montevideo, in 1845, by 
Don Josi! Rivera Indarte, a nativo of Buenos Ayrea, he 
gives the following (ífetimate of the numbera who diod 
through the hatred or caprice of Rosas : Poiaoned, 4 ; 
executed with the sword, 3765; shot, 1393; assasai- 
nated, 722,— total, 5884. Add this to the numbers 
slain in battie, and those executed by military orders, 
at a modérate computation 16,520, we liave 22,404 
víctima. If we deduct from thia — allowing someJati- 
tude for the prejudices of Señor Indarte — one third 
for exaggeration, we still have 14,936, — a fearful aggre- 
gate of victima to the atnbition of a Gaucho chief. 

But his career has ended ; the esiled patriota have 
retunied froin Brazil and Chili, and in place of his 
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tliere exista aiiother, and, it is to bo liopcd, a better, 
govorument. He was at oiio time the abaoliite ruler' 
of his country ; and his long and cruel reigii has left an 
effeot «jion its inhabitants which many yeara of wise 
lugislation alone can eradicate. 
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CHAPTER lY. 

VISIT TO THE TIGRE AKD BANDA ORIENTAL. 

rilHE steamer in which I expected to embark for 
J^ Rosario, oii the Paraná Ríver, would not sail fi'om 
Buenos Ayres for ten days or o, fortnight, aiid I began 
to look around me for some occupation, by meana of 
which I raight become more acquaiiited with the locali- 
ties about tlie city. I was eager to visít the gaucho ia 
liis home upon the pampas; aud when a young man, 
who had just amved from New York, invited rae to 
accompany híra across the Plata to the Republic of 
Uruguay, I did not wait for a second invitation, but 
accepted his offcr «pon the spot 

I knevf nothing more of this yonag man than that 
he had come to Buenos Ayres reeoramended to the 
first merchant of the place ; but that his parpóse for 
the visit was a secret ene, I did not at the time sus- 
pect. He prcpared himself for the journey by simply 
providing himself with a large blanket, a revolver pis- 
tol, and a soundin¡/-rod. The first two artieles seemed 
rational enough ; but tbe rod, which he caiTÍed as a cano, 
required an explanation. 

\Ve received from a eountryman a letter of introduc- 
tion to Edward üopkins, Esq-, who was about to sail 
in the " Asunción " for the north side of tiie river, Thia 
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gentleraan waa at the R'iver Tigre, twenty-one miles 
from Buoiios Ayres, and acted as agcnt for the United 
States and Paraguay Kavigation Company. Aa thero 
was no other way for ci'ossing the Plata to the particu- 
lar part of the coast whcro ray fiiend wishcd to land, 
he decíded to visit the Tigre, and einbark ¡o the 
AsuncioE. 

Having bargained for seats with the drivor of tha 
diligence that ran between Buenoa Ayrea and the vil- 
lage of San Femando, near the'Tigro, wo set out one 
fine morning, accompanied by a native gentleman, who 
epoke English imperfectly. 

. Our cochero was a conceited fellow, and felt the dig- 
nity of office to an unnecessary degree. We had no 
little amusement during our journey with him in 
watching the phasea of his character : once, when 
tbe cart of a milkman became entangled in the harneas 
of our horses, he became so laughable in bís wounded 
príde and inipotent rage, that we bad difficulty in re- 
Btraining our faces to a decently sober appearance. As 
wo became disentangled, and drove on, he, in the niidst 
of a volley of carrambas, denounced all cartmen who 
had the iropudence to croas the track of the mail-coach. 
And Buch, in fact, hia vehicle was ; but, aa we noticed 
that the contenta of the mail, instead of being confincd 
in a mait-bag, or other suitable receptaele, were scat- 
tered here and there in various corncrs of the coach, 
eome tuckcd beneath tlie cushiona, and others lying 
under oiir feet,the opinión thatwo formcd of tbe native 
postal arrangements was not of the bighest. 

For uearly a league we passed over a Macadamized 
Toad, ebaded here and there by wiUowa that ran along 



THB COUNTEY AND ITS INHAUÍTANTS. 



51 



the river. We soon passed tlie deserted quinta of 
General Rosas. The house was buUt upon arclies, the 
materials being brick and plastcr. Around it were arti- 
ficial groves, and little lakea and cañáis of water. 

To tho ñght of Ihe house, on the sido nearest tlie 
city, were nnmerous little brick buildings, where the 
tyi-ant qiiartered his troops. The situíition was veiy 
boautiful, and the surroundiDgs altogelher were inter- 
esting. 

Farther on were casas (houses) of country gentle- 
men, witli orchards of peach, olive, and quince, which, 
with the foliage of many varieties of shrubs, made the 
prospect on all sidos most beautiful. 

If a well-regulated estáte particularly atti-acted our 
attention, we uuiversally found, on ioquiry, that its 
owner was a foreigner, whom tiie cochero digniflcd by 
the low word ¿frÍM^o, which Í8 equivalen! to"paddy" 
ín our own language ; and in this estinaation, I aftcr- 
wards found, our tountrymen and all strangers aro 
held by the indolent and trcacherous country people. 

Wheat, potatoes, onions, beans, tomatoes, &c., thrivo 
wonderfully upon the farms; and, if the whole agricul- 
tural department were in foreign hands, the pountry, 
witb its fine climate, and rich and eaály-worked 
landa, could produce alniost every kind of vegetable. 
With the exception of a few English and Scotch, tho 
French from the Basque provinccs are the most ener- 
getic and tbrifty farmers. In a few ínstances the Yan- 
kee plongh has been used with gieat success, in place 
of the miserable wooden one of the nativos. 

We met large covered w.agous carrying produce to 
the city, and troops of mules and donkeys freightcd 
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with thistles, in bundles, to lieat t)ie ovens of tlie 
bakera; also others with peach and willow trees, wliich 
had beeu raised for firewood, an article bringiog a good 
price, on accouot of ita scarcity. 

As wo approachcd the Tigre and Las Conchas, we 
íbund that the countiy ia nndulating; but beyond the 
line of the latter, it stretches out into the pampas as 
far as the visión can reach. 

The diligence entcred San Fernando about noon; 
we found it a little town, siirroundod with Ituit trees 
left to the care of nature, the people being satisfied 
with hor products without wasting time in iaboring to 
improve tlieni. 

Two miles distant waa the River Tigre, which emp- 
ties its waters into the wide Plata; towards the river 
we directed our steps, and we arrived in time to diñe 
í'ith Edward Hopitins, Esq., the gentleman whom we 
nad come to visit. 

Mr. Ilopkina, who has aoted as our cónsul in Para- 
guay, and as agont for the United States and Paraguay 
Navigation Company, invited u3 aboard the little 
steamer Asunción, wljich had been put together at this 
place a short time befo re. 

This company had been fonned in the United States 
Ibr the purpose of opeaíng co mm e rci al inte reo urse with 
Paraguay, a conntry that had, under tüe dictator 
Francia, cxcluded foreigners. López, its present ruler, 
had been on very intímate térras with our countiyman, 
]iír. H. ; and, takiug advantage of this intimacy, and 
the prosident's friendly feeling towards the United 
States, the above company waa íbrmed ; and it soon 
eent out frota Provideiice, lí, L, a clipper sohooner of 
Google 
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oeautiful mould, containing, in pieces, a small steamcr 
and "hoop boat," with their appropriate crewa, cai'peu- 
tera, millwrights, &c. 

The Bchooner was damaged ín the Tigre ; but her 
cargo was ianded, and tlie Asunción put together, 
and sent up the Paraná to Paraguay, A cigar raanu- 
factory, employing three bundred native girls, was set 
on foot, a colony Ibrraed, and the stcamer was to run 
between that country and Buenos Ayi'es, when an 
event occurred that blasted the prospecta oftho North 
Americana. A brother of Mr. Hopkins was stopped in 
the Street for some trivial cause (probably galloping 
bb borse) by a vigilante, whose language was insult- 
ing, wbereupon difiiculty ensued. Aa representative 
of his government, Mr, Hopkins interfered ; and then 
followed the expulsión of our countrymen from the 
Tinesplored and little-known Paraguay. The United 
States steamer Water Witch, then lying in the Plata, 
ascended the liver, and was fired npon from a fortifica- 
tion ; several balls lodged in her buU, and one man waa 
killed. The "Water Witch destroyed the strueture, 
and retired down the viver to Montevideo, while the 
company'a men sGttled at the Tigre untii mattera could 
be adjnsted, Tbe Asunción was then engaged in caiTy- 
iog sbeep across to tbe Banda Orienta!, the countiy 
ou tbe north shores of the Plata, ivhicb is known on 
Bome maps as Uruguay. 

San Fernando, in conjnuction with tbe Tigre, is tbe 
watering-place of the ton of Buenos Ayres, maiíy of 
whora pasa tbe summer in tbe village. The nest day 
after our aniva! was passed in ploasant convei-sation 
with our oountryman, and during the evening a large 
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party of ladiea and gCDtlemen eailed down the rivcr to 
two islands covered with grovcs of peach trees, where 
they took maté (tea), and danced La Samba Cweca, to 
the musió of the guitar. I did not acconipany tliem ; 
for, havingmet a young man wLose desire for travel 
liad caused liim to leave home, wo passed the iiíght 
wandeiing among the willows on tlie banks of the 
Btream, aad at an cai-!y hour on the following naorning 
retired to rest aa the piano fi'og was chauting hia re- 
ve illó. 

This was a spot where the natiii'alist would love to 
dweil. Above our heada aang many cuiious birda, and 
around ue were still more curious insccts. 

On the neighboñng churoh of Las Conchas, the car- 
pentero built íta oven-like nest, and parrots íilled the 
air with their cries, while the mocking-bird i-attled oat 
bis medloy as in our own country. 

As strangers, we were cordially received by the na- 
tives who oocupied ffie bouses cióse at band, and many 
were t!ie mates {cups of Paraguay tea) we took, be- 
canse the pretty señoritas informed us that their lan- 
guage and maté wei-e inseparable, and not until the 
forcigner becamo addicted to its use could he ride % 
horse, throw the lasso, leam the language, or win a fúr 
maid. 

I havo already alluded to the yerha, sometimes called 
yerba maté, from which the Paraguay tea is made. 

It ís to South America what the tea of China ia to 
Europe and the TJnited States; ñor are its qualities 
vCT-y greatly difícrent from those of the Aeiatic herb. 

Tho yerba trees grow in forests, called yerbales, on 
the rivcLs of Paraguay, and attain a considerable size. 
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At the time of gathering, a party of peons are sent 
into the forest, who coUect tbe brancbes, sprigs, and 
leavea iu vast piles, wiiich ai'e añerwards tboroughly 
Bcorched. This beiog accomplisiicd, the leavea and 
twigs are packed in a raw hide, whicli contracta as it 
dries, compressing the yerba into an almost aolid maas. 
In thÍ3 coiidition it ia sent to market. 

The maté ia a small gourd, which forma tho general 
drinking-cup in all the regiona which I viaitcd. An 
infuaion of tho perba having been roade, with accesso- 
riea, as in our own country, it ia e«cked from the maté 
throiigh a tin or silver tubo, called the bombiUa, which 
ia provided at its lower extremity with a strainer, 
■which prevenís the fine particlcs of tho yerba from ris- 
ing to tbe raouth. The ñame of the gonvd or cup is 
not unfrequeiitly coupled with that of the tea itself in 
mentioning tho aiticle. 

At last everything waa ready for our departure ; and 
at eleven o'clock oue etarliglit night we sailed slowly 
along the little Tigre, and, pasaing the pcach islands at 
ita mouth, in an bour after, were fairly on our paaaage 
across tho Plata, which at thie point ia nearly thirty 
niilea wide. Upon arriving off tbe San Juan River, 
carly the next morning, the tide waa out, and the bar 
at the mouth of tbe atream impassable, which obliged 
U8 to rcmain stationary until añernoon, when the ris- 
ing tide permilted us to wind up the stream, and 
tbrougb luxuriant foliage, the honie of the tiger-cat, 
and once tho lair of the flerce jaguar, which is now, 
however, ravely met with, having been driven from bis 
ancient hunting-grounds by paitiea of nativos who had 
been exasperated by liÍ3 conlinual depredations. Now 
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the little tiger-cat and wild dogs aro their tormenten^, 
and annually a tiger hunt comea off at thü mouth of 
the rivor. 

We arrived at our destination in dúo time, and the 
cargo of sheep was safely landed. Preparationa for the 
night had hardly been compJeted, when from a certain 
quarter wero heard loud and prolonged sounds, so vrM 
and fearful tliat our attention was directed towards it. 

"It is the voicea of wild animala seentÍDg the sheep- 
fold," said one of our party. The shophcrd dogs on the 
bordors of the stream pricked up their eara, and the 
hair stood up Btiifly upon their backa as they walked 
around the elcepiog flock, growKng savagcly. 

While we llstened, tho sounds grew more and moro 
distinct, and ehortly we were upon our feet to repel an 
attack from a pack of wild dogs. Perceiving that we 
were too stroiig to be molested with impunity, they 
withdrew, snapping and growling, for a short distance, 
whore they continued their music for two or thrRo 
hours, and then drew off to another estancia. 

These animáis hunt in packs, and though of a cow- 
ardly nature, wiil, when fierce wíth hunger, attack man 
The foUowing ineident, which occurred a few days 
prior to our amva!, provea this often-contested fact. 

A capataz (foreman) of an estancia (farm), while re- 
turning from a distant village to his home, met a pack 
of these dogs. The instinct of the brutes told them 
that the tired horse could not outstrip them in the long 
run. They gave cha^e, and soon brought the horse and 
rider to tho ground The capataz bad no other weapon 
than his knite, which proved ineffectual for bia defence, 
and botb man and borso were torn to pieces and. de- 
voured, Gotli^lc 
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On tlie day after our ariival we saw at the estancia 
house three of thcse dogs, whioh had been taken from 
caves near the RiverSan Juan. The largestwasaboot 
a year oíd ; although he associated with the house dogs, 
he woald not suffer any person to approach him, and 
exhibited all the traits oí' his wild brethi-en that sere- 
naded him almost every night. The two otherB were 
only a few weeks oíd, and were as playful as kittena. 

These wild dogs ave of a slighl frame, and are gen- 
erally of a brown and ytíllow color ; the months are of a 
dusky-brown, or blaek. Without donbt they descended 
from the domestic dogs brought into the country by 
the Spanish or Portuguese Jeaoits during the period 
of the eaily settlement of the La PlaU provinces. 

Early upon the following morning, the gauchos 
pointcd out the path that led to the estancia house, and 
my fiiend Ked and mysclf set out to viait it, Larks, 
partridges, and maiiy other bii'da startcd from the grass 
as we pursued our way oo foot. All these birds were 
exeeedingiy tame ; and had we been in possession of a 
gun, we sbould have arrived at the house with a bag 
of game. 

The ferra was owned by a Germán, who gave us a 
cordial weleome, and ineieted upon our retnaiiiing to 
breakfíist. 

The estáte was a emall one for tíiat country, embra- 
cing but ten or twelve aquaro miles. The owner pur- 
chascd it of the last tcnant, who sold for a fair pi-ice, 
but, when he reeeived the money, doclared that the 
Germán must pay him extra for the buildinga, The 
iiew owncr, havíng, as he Bupposed, paid for "top and 
bottom," refufied to give ati additional sum; but the 
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iiative was Inexorable, and tlie buyer, knowiiig that a 
foreigner receives no jiisticefrora South American tri- 
bunal, wisely settled the atfair, after much loss of time 
and money, by paying the full demand. Almost every 
bargain tbat is conaummated bctween a foreigner and 
a native resulte largely in favor óf the latter party, By 
Iribery, falsehood, or perjury, — he cares but liltle 
which, — the native will outwit the "gringo," and then, 
in a niost barefaced nianner, tell him that it is by superior 
wit and talent that the end is thus brought in favor of 
a Chnstian; for so all true Catholics of both rcpublícs, 
the Banda Oriental and Argentine, are called, or cali 
thomselves, with no Httle égotism. 

After partaking of a nourishing meal, — fariña, soup, 
and meat, — líed strapped his bundle to his baek, care- 
lülly loaded his revolver, and, after several Btudied in- 
quines aa to certain loeations along the coast of the 
Plata, bade me to prepare to follow him. Our new 
friends ofiercd ua hoi-ses, saddlea, &c. ; but Ned had a 
particular reason for travelling on foot, and so, bidding 
our Germán fríends adieu, we posted off in a westerly 
direction. Onr landmark was the mud hut of an 
estancia, about seven miles dietant, situated on a swcll 
of the praine. About the estancia we were ioaving 
were several high hills, whicli sloped off into the roll- 
ing plain. A portion of these hills were barren, and 
broken rocks cropped out at their bases ; but tho plaina 
or rolling ground about them, upon which the catt!e 
fed, was covered witli fine grase, occasionally inter- 
núxed with flowers. Jiist beyond the house, at the 
base of one of the hills, we descried a shephord sitting 
upon the rocka, appai-ently walching his flock, that fed 
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npon the plíiln ; but a closer ecratiny proved tliat he 
was fast iü the delights of a siestu. Puffs of winii that 
c^me around the hiils flaunted hia c/iiropá and poncho 
in a wild nianncr, wliioh, together with hie long teard, 
ga'íP him the appearance of an oíd gypsy. 

' Now we are clear of all oaves-droppers," said my 
íHcnd, "and as we go along, I wHl tell you what 
strange cireumstancea broHght me liere, and why I 
lefb a good honie and profitable business to wander 
raysteriously on thís side of the Plata. I am some- 
times vieionary. My frienda say eo, and I believe it to 
be ao ; but the cause that tempted me to leave a wife 
and diild waa not so yisionary as some of my friends 
havo declared, and I mean to prove to them tlieir 
error by letuming to New Toik, tn one jeir's time, i 
rieh man. I cin provo by histoiy that a small vossel, 
sailed by Spamah ¡natei, went ashoio npon this coast, 
not twenty, or at the most fiñy, mües tiom the spot 
thatwe aie now n| on Sbe hid a largt, amount of 
money on board, wbich was takt,n ashore, and bunel 
notfarfi'om tho wietk two or thrte trees maik the 
epot; they are oíd now, biit are probiblj still stinding 
If they aie nct standmg, I have still another Iindmaik 
to teli me where the tieisuie lies 

"Tho íirst fi(-t which I stated h eupportod by bis 
tóry; that portion leg'irdmg the treisure is known 
»n!v to me The man wbo irapaitud the secret wa^ 
an invalid for miny yeira pist, and, therefore, umblo 
to come íor the tit isure himsclf lie confided it to 
me npon hia deith bed, in Nlw York <ity, ihout a 
yoar s'mce We bad been intímate for jeara, and 
could rcly on cach other Why be kept the tecret 
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from me for sucli a ¡ength of time, I cannot surmise, 
uniese il was because he hoped to recover, and come 
for it himself. Ho dicd poor, and Lis words to rae 
wcre of thifl import ; ' Go to tho Plata, and after com- 
ing into possession of thia hidden wealth, return with 
it to New York, give to my widow three qu altere, and 
keep the othcr fourtlt for yoursolf.' 

"I have iiow only to seek oiit certaiii looalities; 
when thcse are found I ehall know just where to sink 
my rod, and I am certain of sttccess. Tlie reason that 
I have imparted a portion of tbis secret to yon is, that 
ImuBthave some pereon to.assist me in taking the 
treaeure to some vessel in the outer roads of Buenos 
Ajres. As eoon as we have asceitained that all is 
right, I shall despatch you to the Tigre to purebaee a 
boat, and as you have been long cnougb on board ship 
to 'know the ropes,' you will not deem. it too great a 
risk to watub for a fair wind, and navigate the crafl 
across tbe river. We w¡ll then ]oad «p, and steer 
some fine night, with the tide in our favor, for the 
Mary H., that lies off the city, The captain will not 
be tbere; but the mate ia a confldential íriend, and we 
will get our things on board without any trouble from 
tho Custom Houso officera. 

" When I tell you that I have sold out a profitable 
biieiness, and expect to epend at least fifteen hundred 
dollars in this enterpriee, you will credit me with san- 
guino hopes, and conclude that I mnet have strong and 
good reasona for riaking myself and the aupport of my 
family iti siich a romantio undertaking." 

I had before this heard of tho Rio Plata gold hunt- 
ei"8; biit what could Ido? Advise my friend to go 
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home to his wife, of whom Iré often spoke in torms 
of etrong affeptioii, or assiat him io his hibora, and ful- 
low after tlie ignis fatmta that liad lured him from 
fi-ienda and doioestic pleaaurea? I answercd him after 
this wise. "Ned," eaid I, "I ehall offer no opinión re* 
garding this gold hnnt, ñor discaurage you fi'om an 
nndertaking for the success of which you cónfess you 
llave embarrassed yourself and puree ; but I also havé 
a miesion to perforni. I carne to this coimtry with the 
intention of cíossing the pampas to Mendoza, froni 
Tvhich town I mean to crosa the Andes to Valpai-aiso, 
Chili. From the latest and best authority I have 
leamed that the mountains will be impassable after 
the first iveek in May, and aa it Ís now late iu the 
season to insure a safe joumey to Valparaiso, it will 
be necessary for me to leave Buenos Ayres in the ncxt 
steamer, which will be ready to sail in a few days". 
TJntil the saiiing day I will devote my time to your 
píaos, but no longer," 

Though Ned spoke with enthusiasm, and promiscd 
the reward of one thouaand dollars in case of succcsb, 
I remained obstínate, and debate was dropped. 

Aa we trudged on our joumey, various birds and 
animáis were at times seen by us. Once two small 
deer approached us, and acted as if influcncod by great 
euriosity, and agnin, a tall oatrich etaited out of the 
grass, and, raiaing her plumed wings, ran off at the top 
of hor speed. 

Having reached the estancia house, — our landmark 
already referred to, — we halted to ask for water. The 
littlc that the family had was in an oíd barrel; by the 
eide of it was a cow's dirty horn, out of wjiich i 
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drank. We contlnttod oiir journey to the next stop- 
ping-plaee, five miles bcyond. ThÍ8 was a small hut 
Burrounded by coiTals, tbe whole serviiig as an outpost 
to a large estancia. The occupants weie a !azy gaucho 
ánd bis negress y^iíc, who invited ua in, and offered 
maté; biit as onr object waa to find some suitable 
shelter for the uigbt, we did iiot remain long, but 
piisbod on towards the lüver Las Vacas. Darkoesa 
coming 011, we hiirried to sevcral mud huts that loomed 
up in tho distaiice, Upon aniving at tbem, we found a 
young gaucho, who led us into a room wbere a pow- 
erful-built, supercilious-looking pei-sonage was BiUing. 
dancing at ua carelessJy, he asked us sevcral quos- 
tións ; but bcing ignorant of the langiiage, we could 
only make use of the "Spanish Teacher" that my 
frieiid had broiight with him : we could not discover 
whcther he understood our roquesta or deeires. He 
treated us in a very distant manner, calling a gaucho, 
and ordering us off to a low, mud hut, where a woman 
was cookiiig a stñp of meat by a small firo. 

The interior of the hut was lilthy ín the extreme, 
the broken walla covered with verrain, and the whole 
dwelÜDg filled with bünding sraoke. Shortly after our 
eiitrance, several gauclios carne in, and conversed to- 
gether in low tonta. 

After a few minutes they approachcd us, who were 
ecated upon a log, and addressed numerous inquirios to 
my companion. Ned, with the utmost simplicity, 
opened his " Teacher," and pointed out sevcral sen- 
tences. The fellows at first looked at the book, and 
turned over soveral leaves with a puzzled air, Ihen, 
breakiog out in a loud laugh, threw it back into hía 
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lap. Soon one dark-visageil gaucho drew hís knife, 
and commenced slasbiog it above the head of my 
eompauion, seeming undecided, however, to stilke 
him. 

At tilia maii'ifestatíon of mischief, our liands grasped 
oiir Coit's revolverá ; and if the koife had touched either 
of onr bodics, we should havo drawE our weapons and 
sbot down our assaUanta. "If they strike us, shoot all 
excopt tho o!d hag, who can do nothing more than 
give the alarm, and take to your hecls," muttered my 
compauion. 

We sat thuB for half an hour, dnríug whlch time the 
gauchos made several attempts to strike at our legs, 
but did iiot succeed. They were at length callcd away 
by the oíd woinan, who oficred them their eupper. We 
at last aslced them by sigus for a bed ; tboy pointed to 
a pile of dried ekins ihat lay heaped np in ono comer 
of the but. At thla the indignation of loyfriend could 
hardly be kept within bounds. Having been accus- 
tomed to all the comforts that the great metrópolis o! 
our country could fumish, he determined no longer to 
Buffer the inhospitable ti-eatment of gauchos. Telling 
me to follow him, he moved towards the door of the 
Bhanty, wbícli was nothing more than a large bidé, 
Bwiiiging to aod fro in tbe entranoe. 

Eut ihe gauchea would not allow us to leave ; and 
after a vain attempt at arguing the matter, we were at 
last obliged to stretch oursclves upon the bidés, and 
lyiiig side by side, kept watch in turn, with pistola 
in hand, through the long and nncomfortable night. 
When I say nncomfortable, I mean the whole etrenglh 
of the word, for the hides were alive wiih vermin, anj 
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tlieir passage over our bodiea and ita altendant irrita 
tion, half crazed us both, Biit the lougcst night liaa 
an end. An hour before daylight tlie gauchos aróse 
from tho ground, which had been their bed, and lasso- 
ing their horses in the corral, galloped off to difierent 
parts of the estancia. 

As soon as we eaw that the disagreeable fellows wero 
certainly gone, we aróse and hurried away from the 
liut. The woman foílowed, and begged us to come 
back and eat meat; but we were only too willing to 
leave without a breakfast. We ieai-ned, some daya 
later, from an Enghshman, that the owner of thís 
estancia, whose name was Moreno, belonged to a 
family of the most villanoua charaetcr. 

During the revolutions, and while the conntry was in 
tlie midst of civil war, an eider brother of ibis Moreno 
bocame a general, and perpetrated the most horrid 
deedsof cruelty. Wiíh a band of aoMíeí-áhetraversed 
that portion of the country, cntting out the tongues of 
hundreds of cattio, and leaving the animáis to become 
the prey of the wild beasta and birds. He visited a 
great numbev of estancias, and slanghtering tho own- 
ers, male and female, placed in their etead his own 
submissivo toóla. 

At the cióse of the war, justíce cried out agaínst bim, 
and the villaín fled the country, leaving a pan of his 
ill-gotten posaessions in the Iiands of his brother, 

Four or five miles beyond Moreno's, we passed a 
white-wasbod casa (honse) belonging to another lu.an 
eqnally bad with our late host. 

Wo now entered a thinly-wooded country, with 
thorn trecs and cacti, in which lar-re flocks of palomas , 
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— a spedes of turtle dovo resembling our owo spcciea 

— were abundant. Just before rcitching the River 
Las Vacas we carne upoii a liut of coinstalks, out of 
wliich, to our surprise, walked au unmistakable son of 
Erin. He commeiiced at once witli, " Sure, and U it 
yerselvesthat'eafootf Where be your hosaes? Walk 
into tbe house aod be eeated," 

Hurrying Ínto the house, he cominenced an onslaught 
npon a íot of fowla aud two or three dogs, drivtng them 
out ; we entered with him. He was a perieut spceimen 
of the «Irish-born citizen." He had oviginally come 
to the couutry as cook to an English bark. He had 
mncb to say about the travels and dargera that he 
had gone fhiough. Speaking of the conduct of Great 
Eritaiii in meddliiig with the afííiirs of the Banda Ori- 
ental, he expresaed his disaaliafaction in the most for- 
dble language. 

"The Enghah and Frinch intervinshun," said he, 
"kilt me, as it did all the fumners. Before it I owned 
two tbousand head of cattle and hosaes, and had 
plinty of land, and waa comfortable. I had a wife, 
though I didn't have time to get marrícd to the cra^ 
thur; and Uicky was I that I hadn't, for she run 
off wid me money and lialf of me property. I hears 
that the Turka are fighting the qucen, and are líke to 
succued. God bless tlioui if they do. I hopo she may 
be taken," 

We lefb him as soon as poasible, and pushed on to 
the River Las Vacas, which we soon reached, and 
crossed in a boat. We remaioed two daya in the lit- 
tle town on its banka, during which time Ned made 
mauy inquiries for certain localitles, but without buc- 
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C0S8. Finding that notbing could be learaed here, we 
liired horses, anil sct out oii ouv i-etui'n to tlie San 
Juan Rivor, following along tho coast of tlie Plata. 
Evcry few minutes ■would Ncd h:i!t and repeat tlie 
three Spanisb worda tbat he liad etudicd for many 
weeks, and could now pronounce corructly. Turaing 
to our guide, an oíd lame gaucho, he wouid eay, half 
inquiringly, ''Xos Tres Hermant^f" bnt at each tírae 
the oíd niao shook hÍ3 head. 

At kst wé carne upon a hlgh blu^ añd the gancho, 
halting, pointed witb his finger to two small islands, 
green witb heavy foliage that fñnged their shores, and 
cxclaimed, "Xos Dos Hermanos I " But those were not 
the islands that Ned was eeeking, ^'■Zios Dos Herma- 
nos^' or "The Two Bi'others," were islanda of greater 
EÍze tban those which my friend songht. 

"Xtw Tres Hermanos^' or "The Three Brotbei-s," 
had been described to bim by the dyiug man ae " three 
eraall pointed rocks;" but Ned could not find these. 
Ho had consulted every cliart that he could procure, 
but not one had the three rocks upon it. Could it be 
that "Tlie Two Brothei's" had been confounded with 
Bomo other islote? 

But I will not dwell upon our unsuccessful seareb. 
Suffice it to say that we both roturncd to the Tigre in 
the same eteamer that had brought us aeross tbc Plata. 

1 left Ned busily at work npon a emall boat, in wbich, 
whcn íinlsbed, he intended to cross the river, and, dis- 
guised as a roviiig nattiralist, to skiit along the river 
coast in seareh of " Xos Tres Hermanos" Wlien I part- 
ed from hini, he said, gayly, « Good by, my friend. You 
have yet to travel a loiig road before yon reach Nortb 
Amei'ioa. I shail be tbere some months before you," ''^ 
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Atlcr i-tturníng to tlie TJnitod States, I wrote to 
New York, as be had requested ; but some time elapsed 
btfore an answcr camo, and tbcn my worst fears were 
realized. Dlsappointed iii his aearch for goliJ, be bad 
acceptcd tbe first offer for employmeiit that prcscnted 
itsülf, and bad become tbe mnUi of the little steamer 
that carried us across Uie river whcn be fi(at embarked 
in bis romantic epecnlation. 

During the passage of tbe steamer to tbe upper 
Paraná, he fell overboard one night, and was carried 
into the rápida of tbe river and drowDed. 
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CHAPTER V. 

áSCENDING THE PLATA AND PARANÁ. 

FROM tho River Tigre I proceeded ou foot to 
Buenos Ayres. When within a leaguo or two 
of the city, I passed a fine quinta inhabited by a 
Scotcliman, who liad reaided several yeai'B in the 
republic. Two Irishmen, mounted Ligh upoii a cart, 
were dñvifig tlirough the gate, and one of tliem, after 
scrutinizing my appearance, sliouted to me, " Sure 
you'io an Irishman — are ye not?" 

I answcred that I waa a Noith Ameñean, and be- 
longed in Boston; when the other man inquired if I 
liappened to be acqiiainted with a family by the ñame 
of Kelley, adding that the head of said family was a 
half brother to Lis wife. 

I tried to show niy queetioner that Bostón was a 
large plaue, with inliabitants so numerous that I had 
not yet had the pleasure of the acqiiaintance of hia 
relativos ; and, after giving the lutcst news of the 
great metrópolis, and what was transpiñng when I 
k'ft it, I parted from the cartmen and pursued my 
joiirney, philosophizing ou the wonderful race of the 
Irieh, and the fact that, no matter what córner of the 
giobe we may be in, wo are certain to find this people 
repreisiíiited, sometimes by a great many individuas. 
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When I reacbed the city of Buenos Ayres, I leavued 
that the lioat was to leavc on the nest movning ; and, 
to prevent detention, the cónsul gave me a note ad- 
diesacd to the captain of the port, who at once fur- 
nished me wHh a passport. Persona abont leaving the 
province are required to adverliae thoir intended de- 
parture duriiig thrce succesBive days in one of the 
three or four daily papera that are pubÜshed in ¡ta 
principa] city. Thia regulation ia dcsigned to prevent 
the departiire of debtore for othcr " parta nnknown," 
■without acttling their accounta; but tho law is no lesa 
ineffectuaJ than inconvenient, as it haa been found 
otterly irapotent to aecompliab tbe object for which 
it was deaigned. Before sailing, I visited the bark, 
to bid adieu to the rough but honeat hearta that had 
been my aaaoeiatea during our long passage froni Bos- 
ton. I waa received with joyful demonatraüona. I 
divided the contenta of my tnink among the saüors, 
and, afler a pleaaant chat with tbe mate, was about to 
leave tbe vesael, when the « distinguiahcd Irish bama- 
ter'a son," onr cook, hinted that he had a word for my 
prívate ear. I foUowed him to the galley; closing tlie 
doora, to keep oiit intruders, he offered me a aeat, and 
begaii tbe following converaation : «My dear friend, 
do yon ever partake of that which makea men's einews 
aa strong aa iron bands? If ao, hcre ia the botüc juat 
smufrglcd aboard by t!ie 'patrón' who brought yon 
fronT the city. No I yon won't dhrink ? I'm leas baah- 
ful. Here's to a short parling, and may yon not yield 
yoiir beart, aa I once did mine, to any señorita on your 
journey." Hcre he took a good pulí at the bottle, and 
continued: '^ What abaJl I do witbout you? Tm puz- 



70 A THOUSAND miles' WALK. 

zled to know, with.no kindred intellect on board to 
clieor me on the homewai'd passage. However, I havo 
loug iiit(;ndecl to prepare a work on tlie 'Irísh Karák- 
ter in America,' that will occupy my mind, and make 
tlie time pass lesa tediously. It will make at laste five 
volnmes, and I'm keeping a 'dialogue' (diary) for notes 
every day." After he had onlai^d on, and esplained 
the charactfir of, his embryo book, I turned the subject 
by ]-emai'king that it eeemed strange that a man of his 
poetic nature had never been entangled in the bonds 
of love. "Ah, now! yeVe said it," exclaimed the 
"doctor," "I have passed through that experience; 
bnt the cratnr, woman, has been no blessíng, as the 
poets say, but a perfect bañe, to my poor Leart. It 
was woman wbo drove me Irora my position in society 
to thia galley." Here the cook was obliged to draw a 
pall of comfort from the bottle. " When I was only 
sixteen years of age," he continued, with a sigh, — 
whether of love or in consequence of the strength of 
the liquor I was uncertain, — «my fetber had a frínd, 
who was also an Irish banister; thia gintleman had a 
daüghter like an ángel. I was young and beardless, 
she a few yeara older than meself. I became so deeply 
enamonred that I ofiered her me hand and me hat 
(boart) ; at wMch sho softiy replied, 'Mr. W-, you are 
(00 young.' I, bowever, pressed me suif, for womeit 
want a deal of coaxing; but ehe only smiled. At last, 
whon I grew quite urgent, — for an Irishman coorts in 
earnest, — she referred me for an answer to the second 
of Samuel, tinth chapter, and the last part of the fiftli 
verse. I turned at once to it, for I thought that by it 
she meant to accept me suit, and in a bashful way told 
C.oogle 
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me as ahe did ; wlien what was iny horror and shame 
to read tho foUowing -words : ' Tarry at Jericto until 
your bcard be grown, and then i-etum.' 

" Would you believc it, my fiíend? — this little inci- 
dent becamo known to my acguaintanccs, and for sliamo 
I was forced to leave the country; and for eleven years 
I never eaw ou!d Ireland again." I thonght that, con- 
BÍdiriog liis bcaidless condition, tbo Irish girl's answer 
was quite Fot to the occasion. The rum was úow 
deeply affecting my fviend's inteílect; and juat as he 
was about to recito a " stanza," I rose to leave, saying 
that I could protract my stay no longer. Embraoíng 
me affectionately, and repealing the lines about «tarry- 
ing in Jericho unlil your beard be grown," lie hade me 
adíen; and the last I heard of him was hia singing at 
tho top of bis voice, « O, whiskey 1 whískey íb the life 
ofman! O, whiskey for me, Johnnyl" Bidding far&- 
■welí to tho rest of the crew, and refusing some pieces 
of silver wlúcli oíd Manuel insisted upon forcing into 
my pockets as fast as I could take them oiit, 1 went 
overthe rail, and with the "patrón" puebed off from 
the vessel towards the city. 

About uoon on the following day, the Uruguay, in 
which I had taken passage, weighed anchor, and com- 
menced the ascont of the river against a strong cur- 
rent which made tho oíd boat trenible fi'om stem to 
stem. The passengcrs on board were a motley crowd 
— mercbants, soldiers, ganchos, and emigranta of every 
size and color. One hundred men, women, and chil- 
dren froin the Basque provinces wero on their way to 
Paraguay. Two hundred more were soon to follow in 
another party, they having already arrived at Buenos 
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Ayrcs. Thia iminigration was the commcncement oí a 
plan of President López, wbo Tvas encoiiraging French 
¡mmigrants to come, ñghtly belioving that thoy woiild 
benefit hia little rcpublio. Among tbe Basquea whom 
I saw was tlie wife of JJontcz, the presidont's inter- 
preter, on her rcturn from a European toiir. Tliis lady, 
ivlio ncted as matron for her coiintryworaen, spcke 
sevcn langTinges flucntly. She was entbusiastic regard- 
iug the prospecta of the new colooy. 

Late in the afteraoon we passed the islanda of Mar- 
tin Gardas and Los Dos Jlermanos, and entered the 
beautiful Paraná, whose currcnt is more gentle than 
that of the Plata, Tbe country by the river is flat, 
iintií we near Rosario, wbere the batiks come down to 
the water's edge iii the form of sand hills. The under- 
gi'owth waa thick in a few apota, which served, a few 
ybara since, aa hiding-places to the dreaded jaguar, an 
animal which is, bowever, iiow seldora met with south 
of Santa Fé. 

At noon on the 80th of Marcb we dropped anchor 
before the town of El Rosario (tlie Rosaiy), havjng 
been forty-eiglit hours in the trip. I was paddlcd 
ashore from the steamboat by a nattvc ia a log canoe, 
and saceeeded in landing with dry feet, Lnckily meet- 
ing an Englishman, I was directed by him to the house 
of Mr, Gt to whom I had letters of introduction ; 
and from him and his amiable wife, a native of tbe 
country, I received every attention that even a long 
acquaintance would have waiTanted. 

Roaario, situated in latitade 23° 56' south, longitude 
60° 32' west, ia about three hundred feet above the 
level of the sea. Tlie town contains scvcn or eight 

Google 



KOSAEIO. "^3 

tlionaand inhabitants, tbe greatest portigii of whom 
have sprung from the Spanisb and ludían stock; while 
the amalgamation of races has introdiiced a great var¡- 
ety of ehades of complexión, as -well as of character, 
am< ng the population. The streets, üke those of Bue- 
lios Ayres, intei-sect each othcr at right angleB. The 
eidewalks are paved with a coarse-grdned hiick, about 
fourteen inchcs long by six broad, and a little more 
than an inch in thickness. 

Rosario has one church and two Bchools, of whioh 
one i8 a'private serainary, and the other eupported by 
a pnblic fund. There is also in piocess of erectiou a 
small hospital, to contain two wards, one for male and 
one for female patients. It was nearly flnished at the 
time of my visit, and would soon be veady to receive 
the poor invalids of the vicinity. This hospital waa 
erected, withovtt assistance from the authoritiea, by 
means of a subscription raised among the wealthy 
citizens. The peopie of Rosario, nnlike the inhabit- 
ants of most Spanish-American towns, appear to take 
great pride in the advancement of the plac*, which i8 
beginning to rival Santa Fé, a lai^e town to tbe north- 
ward, which formerly monopolizcd the interior trade ; 
bnt of late yeai's, in coiisequence of the energy of ita 
merchants and íts proximity to Buenos Ayres, Roaano 
has diveited a large portion of the busiaesa from Santa 
Fé to heraelf, and continúes to encourage it by propoa- 
in" to build a bridge aeventy yarda in length across a 
river that lies between Cordova and Baraná. If thia 
enterpriae ia not abandoiled, it wili attract to Rosario 
niíiny caravana which are accuatomcd to trade higher 
np the river. The Sabbath prior to my departure had 
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been appointed for a meeting of the citizena to act 
vegarding this matter. 

A new line of diligences had bccn running for three 
months betwceii Rosario and Mendoza; tliuy loft nionth- 
ly, wbile another liiie ran more frequently to Cordova, 
a town in tlie interior. 

Rosario supports a printíng-oiBce and a semi-weekly 
newspaptír, that promiaea soon to be issued daily. 
Sloops, schooners, and smalí brigs are eonstantly arriv- 
ing and departing; and with all these fücilitiea for 
business and trave!, Rosario, in its present growing 
condition, will eliortly prove tlie most ¡mportaut town 
of the Paraná. 

The pólice forcé is organizad in the usual South 
American manner, and consista of a few mounted vigi- 
lantes armed with swords, and dressed in peaked cloth 
caps, long red ponchos, and pantaloons, underaeath 
which the frilla of the ccdcondÜas (gaucho drawera) 
may be eeen. 

Like physicians, they are allowed to gallop their 
horses in the etreets, whilo all othei-a are ¡irohibited, 
under penalty of a fine of one doll^r, fi'oni doing so. 
Vigilantes, when sent to arrest a pcrson, are usually 
acoompanied by a highor officcr, aa they are an igno- 
rant body of men, and frequently not of the atrictest 
¡ntegrity. 

Although Rosario is the seaport, or commercial 
town, Paraná is the preseut capital of the Ai^entine 
Confederation. A natlonal bank had, not long befbre 
my arrival, been established by the confederacy, of 
which the headquarters worc fixed at Paraná, with 
b ran ches ii 
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months in operation, the whole affair exploded, as the 
confedérate statea, unlike Bnenoa Ayres, have little or 
no revenue. The goverament had also appropriated 
Buins towards building a railroad from Coi-dova to 
Mendoza or Copiapo. Mr. Alien Campbell, a well- 
known North American engineer, was engaged to 
supeiintend tho conatruction of the road; but, in 
view of the poverty of the country, the dangers aris- 
,ng from civil wars, the paucity of emigration to the 
nterioi-, and the univei-sal indolence of the natives, it 
,8 hardly poesible to prcdict for this undertaking any 
remarkabíe Buccess for many years to come. 
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CHAPTEB VI. 

A TISIT TO THE PAMPA COUNTIÍT. 

WHILE awaiting tlie expected departui-e of the 
carta for Mendoza, I remained with my kind 
host and his amiable míe, the G.'s. During tho in- 
torim, I occupiod niyself íq becomiiig acqnainted with 
the habita of the people. One morning, after I had 
been in Rosario for severa! days, a North American — aa 
we from the TJnited States are ealled — drove ioto my 
■hosti's paíio, and announced that he had «come to see 
the young chap from the north." I introdnced my- 
self ae the persoD in questlon, when he cordial! y grasped 
both my hands, and said that he was glad to meet an 
oíd fi'icnd again ; he regarded all frora his own country 
as such. He infbvmed nte that lie hved out on Don 
B.'s estancia, and, liaving heard that a countiyman 
was in town, he improved the first opportiinity óf vis- 
iting Iiim. Of eom-se he had many inquines to malee 
coiieerning news from home, which I anewered as well 
as I could, and soon wc were friendís, 

Tliis man'a career had been somewhat remarkable. 
A sailor first, thon variously employed, and now a 
" breaker in " of wÜd colts and mules, he possessed the 
íauulty of adapting himself to all circumstances peciUiar 
to the tiuü North Ameriuan. His experieiiees had, 
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been varied, and he well illustrated in liis career tbe truth 
of tho oíd adage, "A rolling stonc gatliers no inoes." 
He was thoroughly oonversant with ull tlie pocTiüaiitieB 
of pampa life; had observedwell the habita of thebirds 
and animáis that live on the plabs; was an adept in 
throwing the lasso, and mastering wild celta and horees. 

«Yon ai-e hero after inforaiation, I guess?" interro- 
gated my new friend, "If so, como with me for a few 
d;iys, and I will show yon how to be a gaucho. My 
shouldei-a are lame with being tossed in the saddle 
whilo breaking colts; bnt tlie job is throdgh with for a 
wliHe, and I'd just like to show yon about." 

"líut youhave only one horse," I replied. " Where 
can I find another? " 

"Never mind," responded Don Daniel, as my fnend 
styled himself. " Jest yon mount him; I can get an- 
other: I've lots of friends aronnd the river, and any 
one will find me a hons : if it comes to the wust (woi-st), 
I can_find one myself." 

An extra blanket was fiiniished me ffom the house, 
and I placed myself at the disposal of Don Daniel. 

The little iron-gray staJ'ion that was to carry me 
into a strange land pawed and curvetted, atid seemed 
anxious to be off. The alforjas, or saddle-bags, had 
been well filled by my lovely hoatess. Don Daniel's 
chifles, or water-vessels, consisted of two cow's horns, 
one of which he filled with water for his new amigo, 
Don Yankee ; the other he ñlled at a stoi-e with aguar- 
diente for himself. 

"Don Tankee," saíd he, as he huaied himself about 
this impoitant matter, "you have come fi-om Boston, 
tho home of temperance doctrines ; stick to your coloi-s. 



78 A TBOliSAND MILES WALK. 

and don't mietake this horn" — pointing to tlie one 
filled with liquor — "for the ono íilled with water, as 
thcro will not be more than etiougli for myself, I take 
it for my lame shouldera by an interna! application." 

"^o mió, adiós" (God be wilb you, my son) ! cx- 
cMracd the kind-hearted señora. "Don't fall into a 
biscacha liólo," wamed her husband ; and we were off. 

Don Daniel bestrode a good-looking boree, that he had 
contiived ío^raií soracwbere. "Hurry!" saíd he, clap- 
ping apura to bis animal, aa wo turnod a comer. "If tbat 
lazy porteño eees us, tbere will be no bosa for Don Daniel." 

Altbough we were naoving at quite a rapid patít, I 
remoostrated with my companion against bis using 
other people's horses witbout their conaent. 

lie only laugbed, and aaid, " Poh ! yon are green, my 
boy. It is the ciistom here. When the porteño needs 
bia hoae, be'll take a fñcnd's animal, as I bave done. 
We are all friends in tbia cotintry; and. Til send bis 
boas back hefore a week is out. Now, caro mió, push 
yoarself juat a leetk for'ard, — so, — that's it ; don't lide 
iike a pole, — so, — ao : here comes a breeze ; isii't this 
jolly? Now I feel ibat pain in my ahoulder: a leetle 
rum won't burt it; you can try tbe water-cure." 

And on we gallopcd over tbe amootb, grassy piains, 
wbile tbe sun, resembling a buge red ahield, aaíik be- 
fore US into the grass. 

The next day'a travel brougbt us to the very heart 
of the gaucho dominión. Aa far as tbe visión extend- 
ed, and still farthev beyond, a leve! plain, covered with 
grasa, spread out, on wbich vast herds of cattie, tbe 
wealtb of tho herdsmen, were fecding. On we rodé, 
our boraes devoui-ing space with almost untiringapeed. 
C Otilóle 
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Thus far during our day's ñde ive had not met with a sin- 
gle human being. Nothlng poasesaiog life, except cattie 
and horees, had we seeh, But at length wo fel! in with & 
large herd ; and attending t.hem were two gauchos, eit- 
ting on the gronnd, eugrossed in a game of cards, their 
horaes slanding bcside tliem. As we approached, they 
respectfiílly tonched thuir hats, and wiahed usa"frítóMaa 
dias" (good day). We inquired of them the ñame of 
the owner of the neigliboring herds, when they rephed 
that we were upon the estancia of Don Carlos B^ 
in whose service tliey were eniployed as peons. We 
again put our horses to the gallop, and sped on over 
the smooth turf. Áll day the same speed was kcpt «p ; 
for our animáis were true pampa eteeds, and scorned a 
trot. Ilaving traversed many miles, we met with an- 
other herd of cattie, wliich, inatead of nioving froni us, 
as did the droves which we paesed in the morning, 
eeemed differently minded. Two or three oíd bulls 
left their several companies, and approached the spot 
where we drew up our horses. The oíd fellows seemed 
very courageoua, lowering their heads, and ehaliing 
their long, shaggy loclís, as if detenaíned to contest our 
paasage, or protect their weaker companiona, who wero 
closely huddled behínd thoae pampa kings. We dis- 
mounted, and, leaving our horses, advanced towarda 
the bulls. But the moment we touched the ground tho 
animáis asstinied another character: aswe advanced on 
foot towards them, they bellowed loudly, and, turning, 
with their heads down and tails up, scampered off as 
fast as fear could inipel them, the ground tremhling 
under the tread of huudreds of hcavy hoofe. 

Daniel laughingly explained, while we were moun^ 
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ing our liorses, that, in those distant parts, eattle kiiow 
man ouly when he is mounted upon horseback, aiui 
tliat a gaucho on Ibot is so rarely beheld that he ia al- 
waya mistaken Ibr some unkoown beaat of prcy. 

As night carne on, we dismounted, and, taking 
off thc recardo, or country saddle, epread it upen the 
grass for a bed; we then hobbled our horses, and, aftcr 
making a meal off a strip of roasted beef, !ay down to 
a night'a welcorae sleep. 

At dawn we were again in niotíon, and, after gallop- 
ing a mile or two, met a sohtary gaucho, who was 
chasing a herd of oattle. On our calling to him, he in- 
stantly whoelcd his horse, and, on inquiry, informed us 
— for your gaucho is a polite ftjlow — that we were 
upon the estancia of Don Carlos B. 

" Don Carlos I " we exclainied. " Why, we were upon 
his estáte yeaterday, and havo galloped niany miles 
eince thun. Can it bo that his estancia ia so large?" 

"Yes," answered the 'gaucho. "Don Carlos ¡s the 
largest estanciero withín two hundred miles." 

" How large is his farm, then ? " I asked, 

The gaucho confessed that he was ignorant, and 
neither did his master know ; for many yoars before a 
pampero, or hunicane, carried away the boundary 
Btakes.* And even his estáte is sinall beside that of 
Candioti, the once great pampa lord, who posseased 
npwards of two hundred square leagnes of tenltory, and 
was owner of nearly a millíon head of eattle, besidea 

* General Kosas, late preEÍdent of the Argenüne Republic, 
ownod aii estancia, south of Buenos Ayrea, that contained bbt- 
íuty-lbur sc|iiace le.agues. — Darwin's Voyage. ^ 
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huodreás of thouaands of Iioraea and mules. Candioti 
lived in Santa Fé, and once had not a real of bis own ; 
but before lie died he sent annually to Perú many thou- 
Banda of miiles, and a huiidi'ed heavily-laden wagons of 
merchandise. Sinee hia death, liia estáte bae been di- 
vided among bia large faniily of illcgitimate childreu. 

As we continued to draw tbe gaucho out, he warraed 
up witb hia aubject, and eiithueiastically praiscd bis 
master, Don Cailoa. He dwelt with especial pride upon 
bis great proweaa; told ua bow he twice inflicted deep 
wounda upon tbe body of Don Vicente Moreno, tho 
famous fighter, on the last fcast day. Ho infoimed ua 
tbat bia great man, " Don Carlos, can catch a ahaven 
and greased pig by the tail, and aboulder it; can ride 
the wildest bnll upon the parapaa, until, worn down by 
fatigue, it allows the don to lead it to the corral," In 
fine, BO many and varied woro tbis gentleman'a accom- 
pliahmente, that we wondered that we bad not heard 
of him befoi-»3. 

From wbat we beard of Don Carlos, we ímagined 
bim to bo a migbty peraonage ; or at least I did, and 
Don Daniel pretended to, and believed hia dwelling to 
be alraoat a palaí^e, judglng by hia immense wealtb, of 
wbich we had had ahundant proofs in our long ride. 
Seeing tliat we were struck with tbe gancho'a enthuai- 
aam, he offered to lead ua to tbe presence of hia mas- 
ter, whicb offer we accepted. Galloping acvoss the 
pampa, we at last discovered a emall object, like a speck 
in tho distance, wbicb tbe herdsman pronouneed to be 
the reaidenco of bis maater. 

As we drew near the house, my previous fine notiona 
received a aevei'e hbock ; for, instead of an elegant man- 
6 
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eion, witb verandas and towei's, we founcl a but of 
Btakes, comstalIíB, and mu<J. Two or ihrce holes 
kuocked through ¡ts sides served as wiudows and ven- 
tilatorS. A few peaoh-tiees gvew behind the building; 
l>ut they were not planted to supply the family with 
íVuit, but servud fof fiiel for the estanciero ; few trees 
giow 011 these plaios save thoee planted for firewood. 

Don Carlos carne out of his mansión; for the barking 
of no less than twcnty doga had heralded onr approach, 
long before we reaebod the door. Disnionntiug from 
our horsos, we repeated a Bolernn Ave María, to which 
the don made some appropriate reply, and then invited 
US within dooi-s, and iütroduced ua to a dark-comples- 
ioncd woman, whoni he callod Doña Maña, his wifu. 

Maté yerba, the South American tea, was brought 
out, an'd eerved by tho lady heraclf, who, ¡n preparing 
it, rechned on the ground in a position far from graee- 
fu!. A kettle, one or two tawdry North American 
cliairs, and an o!d table, seeraed to ibrm the onjy furni- 
ture of tile household. Our attentioii was attracted by 
eeveral crauia of oxen that lay scattei-ed about the hut, 
and, tliinking that they might have leen kept as relies 
of departed favorítes, I abked no queetions; but I 
learned afterwards that th'e skulls were pampa chaira, 
and were used as such by the nativos. 

The don waa a small, dark-complexioned man, with 
blaek, restless eycs, that *ere constantly scanning sur- 
rounding objecta. Hia father was a Spaniard, his 
mother an Indian woman. Althoiigh ho waa foity 
years oíd, he had vietted the capital but half a doaeñ 
times. Whcn he was absent, he said, his miad wan- 
dered back to hia estancia, and he was not sati^fied 
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untU he waa agaiii among Lis herá». Thoiigh hospita- 
ble in hie manner, he waa a misanthrope, and placed 
but little confidenoe in mankind. 

When we informed our entertainera that wo had 
come from North America, wo werc beset with iiumer- 
oiis queetiona. "Where is North America?" "Can 
a man travel there on horaeback in two months?" 
«la it situated in England or France?" "Is your 
moon like oura ? " " What food do your people eat ? " 
and 8ueh other queries ivere made. 

"We found that the don's faniily waa composed of 
aeveral sons and ene or two daughters; but no two 
of thc children werc of the eame complexión. I won- 
dered at this, as I was ignorant of the i'act that our 
host waa a polygamiat; and though Doña María acted 
as hia pieeent wife, and as molbev to children not her 
own, she never murmured, for her hosband was her 
lord and master. 

All theae aons were treated alike, and lived together. 
in perfeel contentment, while some of the dogradcd 
beings who borc them acted as cooks and servants to 
the household. A little corn waa boiled and eaten 
with meat, withoutsalt; and after reverently crossíng 
themselves before the crocifix,- which oceupied a cór- 
ner, the family betook themselves to their saddle-cloths 
— for it was now night — to reat. 

The morning dawned beautifuUy upon na. As 
the heavy mist rolled off the pampas, we beheld the 
gauchos departing in various diroctions to their respec- 
tive herde, for it waa their duty to prevent the anímala 
from straying off the estancia; and though thouaanda 
upon tbousands of oattie bcar upon their hides tlw 



84 A THODBAND MILBS' WALK. 

brand of the propi'ietor, it is rarely tbat one is lost 
Each gaucho can recognize evei'y animal that belongs 
to his pai-ticular herd, let the number be huudi-eds. 

The gauchos returned to bi-eakfaet at about eleven 
o'cloük, and while they were eating their beef and 
taking malk, \ took a walk ¡oto the vicinity of our 
host's dwening. Cióse" at hand were t^vo or three 
large staked enclosures called corráis, into which the 
horses nsed by the femily were dñven nigbtly for con- 
venience' sake. At the time of my visil^ all the ani- 
máis eave one bad been tumed out to graze ; thia one 
remained, as is custoraary, tied to a stake throughout 
the day, to be in readiness for any emergcncy. Tbe 
poor fellow stands all day witbout eating a mouthful 
of food. He could not eat grain, having leamed to 
eat nothlng but graes ; and as hay was an unknown 
luxury on the pampa, he was obllged to walt until 
night carne for liia food. 

As I wandeied about the place, my attentlon was 
drawn to the little parties of animáis grazing around 
me. The oxen were vcry large, and would compare 
raost favorably with the fincst in Nortli America. The 
cows Bo resembled the oxen in roughness of foi-m and 
size of limb, that I at once proiiounccd them inferior 
to our own in beauty. Out of lliousands of cowa apon 
the estancia, only three were milked, and these but 
once a day. These cows, more civilized than their 
rclatives upon the plains, yield only five or sis quarts 
of inilk daily, and I wondered at their barrenness, but 
was afterwards informed by tbe estanciero tbat they 
gave him all the milk he wanted for cheese, and, there- 
fore, be need not caro to improve the stock. 

Ci Otilóle 
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The sizG of Ihe horses I noticed to be, on the aver- 
age, smaller than thiit of our own animáis, though 
tbcre were maiiy noble specimens, both of eize and 
beauty, feeding on the plains. Tbese large horees are 
generally selected to Bell to Chlliaiía; for the people 
of Cbili prefer largo anímala, and evon tr&t their horsea 
íd aoine of tbe eitiea. ^ 

The pampa horses never feel the brusb or comb; 
thcir eoata are rough, and, inatead of heavy manes and 
flowing tails, they can boast of Uttle in either. In one 
thing they can claim superiority over our own niost 
■valuable anímala : a pampa horae can gallop a whole 
day with a man upou ita back, and can endure priva- 
tíona tbat would soon kíll onv stable-reared peta. 

Whcn I returned to the hut, I informed our hoat 
that in my countiy anímala ai-e habitually kept houeed, 
in better buildings, in many instaneea, than hia own 
residence; and, moreover, in place of allowing thcm 
to dwindle to moi-e ekeletone, by living iipon dead 
graes ín the wititev time, as many of hia horsea did, 
they are fed upon an article callod hay, — preparad 
grasa, — aml grow fat and sleek oo.grain. 

« What!" exclaimed Don Cailos, " horaes in housesl 
Who ever heavd of suoh a thing?" And the look he 
gave implíed that bis prívate opinión was that North 
Aineñcans are greater fools than he took them to be. 

It waa nseless to argüe the groat valae of our hoi-aea 
in compariaon with Lis ; he coald not believe that a 
horse ever waa worth two bundred dollara ;■ he had 
twenty thouaand,whiehhe valued at four dollara each, 
and forty thousand horned cattle, that he estímated at 
eigbt dollavs per head. 

iir„-.dh.Google 
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1 would Jiere romark that the same kÍDd of cattle 
cotild iavo been bonght ten years since fov half the 
pricü he estimated his wortli ; bnt i\ow the herdstnan 
had discovered that by slaughteving animáis for their 
hides thousanda have been wasted, and now tlie de- 
inand far exceeds the supply, and the price o£ thw 
Lides can never be chcaper than ít is at present. 

Don Carlos, unlibe tlie farmers of the Banda Orien- 
tal, did not believe in shecp grazing; therefore he 
never permitted his flocks to increase beyond fifleen 
tliousand. An offer of flfty cents a head would Lave 
been immediately accepted, and when he received the 
nioney, he would have placed it in a goat-skio, ivith 
otbers of his treasures, and buried it in the ground. 

I had notieed in one of the corráis some ciirions 
cattle, of a breed unknown to me; on inquiry I 
leamed that they were of the Niata breed, which 
oiiginated among the Indians of the soutbem pam- 
pas, and was once more nunierona than the kind now 
common. This breed is eeldom met with at present, 
and Don Carlos had eecured theso in his corral by 
order of a foreigner in Buenos Ayres, who intended 
sending them to París. These animáis have low, 
heavy foreheads, the iower part being recurved. The 
teeth project from the mouth, the lips being short and 
ineapable of being closed ; in fact, they bear resem- 
blanco to pug-nosed dogs, Thíe has the efibct of giv- 
ing them a flerce and terrible look. Our host remem- 
bered the time when a severe drougbt prevented the 
usiial growth of gi-ass, and dried it up ; but while 
other cattle lived through the season, many of the 
Niata breed wcro found de.id iipoii the plains, be- 
Google 
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caime, on account of the peculiar fomiation of their 
jaivs and lipa, they could not lay hold of tlie grass. 

Each of the estanciero' s daughters had a pet ostrich, 
the two boing representatives of both of tEe^onth 
Ameriuan species. One of these was about aa ta!l as 
an average-sized man, the other of tbo two Bpfcies, 
abDut two tliirds as tal].__ The firat-nieutionea one was 
caught when yoang wítbín two milea of the house, 
and it9 species is quite common on the pampas; the 
smaller varíety, known to the gauchos as the Avestruz 
teteze, was brought frora Pataconia, sontb of the River 
Negro, by one of Geneiil Rosas'? oíd soldiers Neither 
of theae vaiietiea can oompire with the great Afiican 
bird, their featbers bemg dcstitute of that beiuty and 
delicacy whicÜ has made the last n imed bird famous 
ID all countries In fict.the South Ametican ostiiehea 
are propeily cassowaiies, a three toed species, the 
Afíican has but two toca, aiid is, bcsides, nearly twlce 
the size of the otliera. 

As theie have been many conflicting and ineorrect 
accounts pubUshed conccmtog these birds, I wil! here 
give the most interesting, and I. believo correct, infor- 
raation that I have been able to gather. ^ 

The niale bird prepares tbo nest, and is obhged 
sometimes togatber the eggs into it, the female oltcif 
beiog careless as to wberc ehe deposits them. I bavu 
been told that the male will attack man if tbe nest is 
disturbed, leaping up and attempting to Btrike hlm with 
bis feet. 

When pursued, the ostrich readüy takes to the water, 
Bwimming slowly but fearlessly ; it has been observed 
migi'ating from islaud to islaud, swimming appareutly 
without great efíbrt. Ci()t)^;;lc 
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The food of these birde consists of grasses, Tarioiía 
roots, and the Bweet pod of the algaraba tree, with 
which they BwaHow stones, chells, and other hard sub- 
etances, to aesist in digestión. - 

Id the spiing months — in south latitude, Septera- 
ber, October, and November— tbe malo selects hia 
wlves, from three to eight in number, and assames 
full control of tlieir moveraents, fighting off any bach- 
elor bird that may attempt to carry on a flirtation with 
any of his family. Some gauchos assert that the whole 
family of hens deposit their eggs ín one nest or its 
vicinity. In such cases the eggs nnmber from eigbteen 
to fiñy. It wonld seem that so large a number it wonld 
be diffieult to cover; but ostrich egga seem to suffer 
but littlc by neglect during incubatiou. 

A gentleman who travelled as far south as the Rio 
Negro States that sorae ^gs are allowed to remain 
ontside the nest, and these are broken by tbe parent, 
when the young in the othei-s are hatched, to attract 
the flies apon whieh the chicks foed during the first 
few days of their lives. 

Fleet of foot, possessed of gi'eat enduranco, the os- 
trich is captured onlybythe continued eflbrts of sev- 
eral horsenien, who either dríve it iu eircles or give it 
direct chaeo, eaeh horse when tired being reJieved by 
a fresh animal and rider. 

When the bird has bccome so exhaueted that' it can 
be approached within forty or fifty yards, the boUadores 
— three balls attached to cords of equal lengthe, which 
are fastened to one thong — are wbírled around above 
the head of tbe gancho, «ntil they have attained a 
proper impettiB, and laimched at the bird, whose legf 
become entangled, and he falla an easy prejl t.OOgTc 
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The male bird is eaiily distiugúíhed from tlio female 
by his larger liead, and tho darkep color of liis pliimago. 
The gauchos sometlmes kiU thcm for food, catiog the 
Trines and feet only. 

I had hcard of tho method by whicli mld colM are 
rendered .ubn.iraive, and reqne.ted Don Carlos to per- 
mit me to witncs the opeíation. The gauchos had 
ínished thcir meal, and as they were abont to depart 
íor the pampas, we saddled onr hoi-ses, and, monntmg, 
wepe ready to accompany Ihem. On tho fellows g.al- 
loped like the »-ind, swinging tho ends of thcir bnillea 
over thelr hoads, and shonting boisterously to each 
other. Three miles were quickly passed over, and we 
drevf np before a herd of soTcral hundred animáis, 
nearly all of whlch wcre mothers with their foals. A 
beaotiful young maro attracted my attention, and I 
must confcss I «ishcd to possess her. I desired tho 
don to solect her for the ono to undergo the breaking. 
in process. I saw at once that I had made a faiíxpas, 
for all the gauchos ~burst into a lond laugh, and de- 
clared that «North Americans must be qneor poopfe 
Who ever heard of ti^ning a mare to the saddle?" 
"Why!" esclaimed anothcr, with a contemptuous curl 
of his lip, "do yon work mares in your country? Why, 
man, I wonld as soon think of putting a saddle npon 
my poor oíd mother's back, and foroing a bridle mto 
her mouth, as of breaking in a more/ The people 
of North Ameiica are savages ! " 

Mares are respectod in the country of the lierds- 
man, and ¡t is considercd an nngtatcfnl and indecent 
act to rcquire labor of the mothers of horses. 

Secing that, throogh ignorancc, I had lowered my- 
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BeJf in Ihe opinión of the pampa lord and liis follow- 
ers, I concluded to hold my peace in future, and await 
events without trying to shape tliem. At Itiet Don 
Carlos seiected a fine young horse, ánd pointod it put 
to one of liÍB men ns a fit aubject for his ekiU. 

The gauclio loosened the lasso from behind hira, and 
made the runniog noost?, which is held in one hand, 
wliilo in tbe other are gi'asped several coila ready to 
run out at the proper moraent. The victim was sep- 
arated from the drove, and the horee bestrode by the 
gaucho started aftor it with the rapidity of the wind. 
Tbe fugitivo strained evory nerve to distance his pur- 
■ Buer; but aa a traíned horse, if mounted by a herde- 
man, can genevally oveilake a free one, however fleet 
he may be, the lasso soo» left the gaucbo'a hand, his 
horee Tcheeled, and braced his feet for a shock which 
in anánstant occurred, the noose eettUng over tho head 
of the victim, and checking him in bis flight so eud- 
denly that be fell in a somerset upon his back. 

At first the colt was stunned by the fall; but, re- 
coveñng, he aróse to his feet, and began pulling upon 
the lasso until hia eyee eeemed as if about to start from 
theír sockets. A eecond gaucho now galloped to the 
asaistance of his fnend, and, skilfully throwing his lasso 
around the hind legs of the victim, started away in 
another directior, by which njovement the colt was 
tbrown to the ground, and bis bind legs stretched out 
to their full length. Tbe feet were now tied togetber 
with a strip of bidé, the lassoes trere removed, and the 
poor animal was helpless on the ground, and panting 
with fear. 

But the real work of breaking him in was yet to bs 

^ ■'C.oogTe 



TAMING WILD COLTS. 91 

done. A saddle was placed «pon his back, and a piece 
of lasso tbrust into hia raouth to serve as a bridle ; t!ie 
boods on his feet -were then loosencd enougli to penoít 
Lim to rise to liis fect, and two raen held him by tfie 
ears, while Iñs eyes were beirg covered with a poncbo. 
Tlie questioii,"'WhoÍs to ride him?" was hardly asked 
before 3aoh gaucho asserted hia right to a seat upon 
bis back, 

The youijgest son of the estanciero was selected to 
prove his horsemansbip to the North Americana. He 
juniped into the saddle with a determiDation to con- 
quer, aiid shouting, "Let go!" drove his sharp iron 
spnrs into the animal's flanke. The colt did not move 
a musde, but seemed overwhelmed with astonishment 
and fear. 

Another application of tbe spura seemed to reeall 
him to his aenses. Ho backed slowly, and then phmged 
forwar*with astonisliing forcé, vose «pon liis hlnd lega, 
and then fell to the ground, turning and twisting his 
body in eveiy conceivable contortion, but to no pur- 
posé ; hia fiiture master was upon him, and it was uee- 
iess attempting to unseat him. The beast now atteinpt- 
ed a new coiii-se ; he dashed fovward in a gallop acrosa 
the plains, moving with a speed tliat only fear and rage 
could give him. "We followed as fast as onr horsea 
conld travel ; but he distanced ue, until, Rtopping sud- 
denly, he plunged, reared, kieked, and pranced in bis 
eflbrts to nnseat his líder ; but at every movement, the 
Steel epnra of the gaucho stung him in the flanks. An 
hour pasaed, but tlie colt was untamed, and he now 
attempted another plan for procuring hia freedom. 
Bonding hia ncck until his nose touchcd the ¿round, 
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and throwing liis legs togcther, he jumped into the air, 
throwing liis rider at eacl» jurap nearly two feet above 
hia saddlo. 

"Now comes the vudto malo'" {bad turn), Bhonted 
Don Carlos; "look, hijo mió!" The coU's nose agaia 
touched the ground; he then attempted to throw a 
summersault; he almost succeeded; if ho had,he would 
have crushed the boy; but the rider watcbed the 
right 0]>|)oi-tunÍty, and adjusted the positioii and wcíght 
of hÍ8 body, so that the horee was forced to settle upon 
his feet, wben he ngain broke into a gallop ; but bis step 
was feeblo, and \ñs atrength gone, and he woiild fain lie 
ipon the grass if hia terrible pei-secutor would permit. 

Ilis great exertions at length overpowered hitn, and, 
conquered, ho allowed the gaucho to dismount, and 
j)!ace a baltcr over his head, What a chango had come 
over the animal that two hours before was galloping 
over the plains with the freedom of the winíb ! He 
stood pei-fectly still, bis eyes closcd; hia flanka were 
eovered with sweat, which rolled off his body in large 
drops; blood oozed from the wounda ioflicted by the 
spur, and trickled down his limba ; the noetrils were 
dilated, and blood was seen about the nose and mouth ; 
every vein stood prominent upon hia swoUen body, and 
bis whole appearance was tbat of intense sufiei-ing and 

"Wbata cruel systeni!" I ¡nvoluntarily escl^med. 
" How the poor animal haa suffered ! " 

The gaucho again laughed, and answered, "Why do 
yon pity bim ? he is worth but three dollars. There are 
pleiity more botter tban thia one," 

Tlie young conqueror of eightecn led homo hiaprize. 
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and placed it in the corral, where it lay for several 
dayís unable to stand, eat, or sleep. Such is the course 
of training, or breaking in, of wild colts. At the expi- 
ration of ten days after the flrst lesson the animal ia 
a<rain ridden, and a third lesson completely breaks him, 
when he is increased fifty cents in valué, whích sum is 
paid the gaucho for his trouble, and the paina he, has to 
endure frora the conflíct,* Of course the coU's mouth 
is too tender to bear the hard iron bit for many days. 

Aft«r we retumed to tho house, the gauchos, to fur- 
ther show their prowess and accomplishments, prepared 
for some of their favorito games. First carne the trial 
of " breasting horses." . 

Two gauchos mountod their steeds, and, after receiv- 
ing and answering the proper challenge, separated, 
taking staDds about forty rods apart. At a given síg- 
nal, tbey spurred their horses, and, as if bent on do- 
Btroying each other, rushed with the gi-eatest forcé their 
Bteeds together, breast to breast. So great was the 
conCHSsion, that the riders were forced from the ani- 
máis' backs, and tumbled, half stunned, to the ground, 
But they quickiy recovered ; and, as both were anxious 
for a second trial, they mountod again and dashed to- 
gether, thia time ouly one beiug unseated, hut he was 
Bo lame that he declined a thii-d triaL 

Next carne the tria! of crowding horses. 

Two mounted gauchos placed their heasts side by 
9Íde, and, eparring tbe animáis on the flanks, each strug- 

• In conveTsaüon with many gauchos who break in colls for 
the esianderos, I have been informcd this is the price paid them 
for their labor, and in hard times even a less Bum is paid. This 
was in thefar interior of the pampa pro vincea. — Auihor. 
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gkd to crowd the other. The horaes seemucl to ehare 
their riders' spirita, and at last one little beast crowded 
his opponent up to the door of the cook-huuse, and 
finally through it. This waa íbllowed by another game, 

A bar was placed across tho corral entrance,at abou6 
the height of the horee's liead. A gaucho mounted, 
aud then retired severalroda frora the corra!, when he 
turned, and galloped towards tlie gate, and, without 
checking his apeed, threw liimself out of the saddle, 
and, passing with the horse under the bai-, regained hia 
eeat, without having left the animal or touched the 
ground, Loud applanse followed the achievement, and 
others followed in tlie game, ídl with good success. 

As I had seen, in the early part of the day, the skill 
with which the gaucho can thfowthe hisso, Don Cailos 
expressod the desire to show hia still with the boUa- 
dores. Mounting his horse, and removing tho thrce 
baila which were íiistened to the peak of his saddle, he 
gave chase to a cow, and, when within thirty or forty 
yarda of her, whirled the baila around his head with 
great forcé, and cast them towarda hPr. Away they 
flew through the air like chain-shot, and, fastening 
theraaclves about tho hind lega of the fugitive, tumbled 
her to the ground in an instant. 

The three boliaáorea are mado of round atonea, en- 
closed in bidé covers ; thcy are attached to the lasso 
by long slnewa of anímala. Wooden baila are used 
when it is feai-ed that stone boliadores might break the 
lega of the animal or bird to be eaptured. 

Estaruíia Ufe has a degree of loneliness and quict 
that would bo unbearable to any ono bnt those wbo 
have b«en reai'ed in ¡t, or bave lived ia placea aimilar 
üi character to the surrounding country. CiOtwlc 
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On the estancia livcs the proprietor and hís íiimily, 
alone in t,be solhude of the plains. Avound them ia 
one continual moiiotony, with no moving tli'mg, as far 
as the eye caii reach, save tlie lierds that gmze in tho 
vicinity of the house. Day after day the samu routine 
is followed, until, i'rom veiy babit, it becomes a second 
nature. The young herdEman has the few charactei-s 
aroiind him to imítate ; and as ho eees biit little of the 
outside world, — and tben oniy when eome dia dejiesíe 
attracta him to the Ecarest village, — he grows up an 
exact copy of bis fatbev ; so far as chai-acter aod general 
mental qtiiilities go, averitable "cbip of the oíd block." 
Therefore, when we take into consideration the isolated 
Ufe of the gaiichoa, we should willingly pardon some 
of their many faiüngs. 

The gauchos of the towns give no more correct idea 
of tbeir pampa bvethreu than do the domestieated In- 
diana of onr western country of the savago tribea of the 
prdries and foresta before the arrival of tho pilgilms. 
It is only away upon the vast plains that the gaucho Í8 
foand in tbe same half-civilized átate that he waa in 
fifty years ago. 

A dietinguished Argentine atatesman and anthor, 
wishing to fairly uivilize Ihe gauchos, formed a society 
for the purpose, to which many of the leading estanci- 
eros of tbe pro\'ince of Buenos Ayres lent their influ- 
ence. It waa the object of the society, firet, to persuade 
the herdsmen to eschew al! gewgawg, sach as silver 
mountings for their horaes, trinkcts, tbe peculiar cos- 
tume of tho pampas, the poncho, chiropa, frilled draw- 
ei-s, wide belt, and colt-skiii hoota. After they had 
1 their fií-st object, and dressed tbe fellows in 
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pantaloons, cout, and boots, they iiitcnded to ofler them 
tho meaiiB of edupatioa and coliglitenment, hy meana 
of teachere, books, &c. The plan has not been carríed 
out, and, according to tbe last accounts from the coun- 
try, it liad not nict with any real encouragcraont. TLe 
gaucho will Btill be a gancho, in spite of all the efforts 
of philanthropista to edúcate him. 

The charauter of the gaucho ¡s a cuvlous coniblnation 
of deeeit, supei'stltion, and hospitality, tbe latter not 
real, but only assumed, with the expectatioo of gain or 
roward. Thoiigh they show aversión to manual labor, 
and are generally proud-spirited (p articula rly in the 
provinces of Btienos Ayres and Cordova), they are easily 
amueed; tbe guitar and mazes of tho dance possesa 
strong attractions for them, and they will enter into 
la zamba meca with a wonderful degi-ee of interest. 

The gauchos exhibit a combination of the customa 
of other countríes. They use the lasso after the man- 
iior of the Mexican vaquero. Miers shows that their 
hablt of cowking ineat upon a stick or iron spit (asaiíor) 
carne from the Moore, through Spain. They bave bor- 
rowüd severa! of their custotns from the aboríginal in- 
habitants, — the use of the yerba, eucking it througb a 
tube from the gourd, the maté, also that formidable 
weapon, the boliadores, and the lariat, or lasso, wbich ¡a 
need by the pampa tribes and Patagonians. 

The estancia life is best fltted to develop the trae 
gaucho character; there is a freedom of feeliiig experi- 
enced in eonreing over the bouodless plaius th'at is 
pecullarly agreeable to him. 

A little sketch of estancia life will, perhaps, not prove 
uninteresting to the reader. 
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Iirst, regardiog the riglit of possession and equality 
of standing of the meinbera of the family relative to the 
propeity upou wliich they live. 

The estancia is generally left by will to the wife and 
children, the wife one thii'd, the boys and girla equal 
ehares. Sometimea she who haa been called wife, is' 
iiot legally entitled to the narne ; but this matters lit- 
tle ; she had the right of the property while her spouse 
lived, and the saine rule follows after death, unleaa 
specially raentíonod ¡n the last will and testament, by 
her lord, to the contrary. The membera of the family 
rarely divide tlie property, but live together as before 
the head of tho family died, cach member consulting 
the others before makbg any sales of stock, &c. 

The peong, or laborera, that live upon the estancia^ 
rise half an hour before sunrise, take a maté without 
sugar (unleas the proprietor is unusually considérate), 
and at sunrise eelect tho horses from the drove in the 
cori-al. A portion of the number mount, and gailop 
off to their respective herds, to select a new pasturage 
ground, and to prevent them from straying away, 

The remaining peons select the balf-broken colta, 
and, añer tying them to stout stakes, entangle the ani- 
máis with coila of the lasBO, tripping them ofF their foet, 
and rolling them on the ground. This is to toach the 
young lioree to be gentle under difficulties, or, in other 
worde, not to prance and kick whon anytbing toucbes 
the hecla. 

At about eigbt or nine o'clock the peons retum, and 
report to the capataz (foreman), or to the estanciero 
himselí the cocdition of the anímala nnder their respec- 
tive sTipervisions. The dailyration is then given them, 
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which they coot aii<l eat. Perhaps a colt or raule is to 
be ríddeii for tho firat time ; ¡f ho, this exercise follows 
their breakfast. At noon the peoas return to the little 
shanties that surround the dwelling of their master, 
and, after talcing a feív mates, and perhapa another 
asado, they stretch themaelvea npon the groand to en- 
joy the siesta hour, which, however, uñen beeomes 
houre in length. 

The last departure to the plains occairs abont three 
o'clock, and all the mon retum abont dusk; they aup 
on the simple roaat, diink a few mates, then roÜ tliem- 
eelves up in their ponchos, and sleep soundly, with 
only a skiti or hide beneath them, until, from habit, 
they awake at the asual hour, and commence the dutiea 
of another day. 

The Sabbaths and feast days are etrictly kept by the 
gauchos in their own peculiar way. They coosider it 
wrong to woi'k on these days, and whcn they do, a fine 
Í8 imposed upon the oífenders. But it is perfectly al- 
lowable for men and women to dance, gamble, and 
fight upon a feast day. If the travellor is by any chance 
in one of the emall mud towns in the pampa eountry, 
he wil! Bce gauchos gallop up ¡nto the place from estan- 
cias ten, fifteen, and even twenty leagues diatant. 

They pasa the day in testing horsemanship, stealíng, 
pitting fighting-cocks, confessing eins to tho padree, and 
not unfrequently tho grand Jinale is a general tnélée, 
from which few escape without a wound. On such 
occasions, he who can particularly distinguiah himstlf 
as a diablo is generally treated by the crowd, who ply 
him with aguardiente, and other liquors, until he some- 
times mistakea friends for foes. A fine of twenty dol- 
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lare was once imposed on Sabbath and feasInSay break- 
ers, — those who were caugbt at work. 

As tbe prlests had many saints to distinguísh by 
honoring them with particular days, the list received 
cootinual acquisitiiwie, St. John'a day, St. Paura á&y, 
Saint thia one, and Saint that, cheated the laboving 
classes of the towns out of a living; for all these daya 
were better adapted for losing money than for aequir- 
ing it, Eut General liosas cut <3own the long list of 
holidays to the number oow obser-ved, which is more 
than large enough for a fair sliare of frolic and piety. 

When dreesed in full regalia, the herdsman's appear- 
ance is very picturpsque: in place of pantaloons he 
weai-a a chirapa aod cálconcillas. The former is a 
square piece of cloth drawn about the thighs, and fas- 
tened around the waist with a belt; it descenda as far 
as the knees, from whieb downward the leg ia covered 
with the cálconcillas, a ivide paír of linen or cotton 
drawers, finely worked, and ornamcnted with two or 
three frills. The feet are eneased in a pair of bolas da 
potro, being the akiii stripped from the leg of a colt, 
and rubbed until it has become soft aad pliable. The 
heels are decorated with a pair of ,iron or silver spurs, 
of huge proportions, that rattlo and jingle-as the gaucho 
movea about. A shlit, poncho, and hat complete the 
coatume. 

For ornament and use, the gancho carrics .1 long 
knife, placed crosswise in bis belt behind. The hilt is 
very broad, and contains pockets to hold tobáceo, flint 
imd stee!, and horn of tinder; the outside of the tira' 
dor, as the belt is called, is covered with silver aud base 
dollars, that are the gauoho's pride. 

ii-s-,Mh,Gt)t)'^le 
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TJpon a feaat day the feUow decks out his horse with 
eÜver oraaments, and rides forth to see and to be seen. 
Not uufrequontly Iiia wife rules behind him, eeated 
upOQ a poncho luid upon tlie horse's croup; but she is 
inferior to his horse iii tlie estitnation of t!ie rider, upon 
which anima! is lavished altnost all the wealth (if he is 
poor) of the owner. 

We passed a most pleasant day with Don Carlos, 
and when we retired to our conches we felt that the 
visit had been well TPOrth the time it had coet. 

On the next moming, as soon as etiquette would 
permit, we bade adieu to onr host and his family, and, 
monnting oor horees, commenced our long ride bact 
to Rosario. 

Nothing occnrred of importance, or that would in- 
terest the reader, and the next day we were weloomed 
cordiallj by the G.'s, my friends at líosarío. 
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CHÁPTER VIL 

LIPE ON THE PAMPAS. 

AT eunrise on the day but ono followíng that men- 
tioiied at the cloae of the preceding chapter, I 
left the house of my hospitable fríend, after bidding 
fareweü to my amiable hostoss, and proceeded with 
Mr. G. to a plaza on the outskirts of the town, from 
whence all troopa of carta or niules take their depar- 
ture for the interior provincüs of the country. 

We entered the aquave In time to find Don Joaé 
León Perera, the patrón or owner of the caravan, who 
waa reclining upon a skin beneath the cart that cou- 
tained bis personal property, enjoying hia cigarito, and 
finishing his fifth tnaté. Thia gentleman received his 
visitors with a pompous wave of the hand, and requeat- 
ed lis to be aeated, pointlng at tbe aame time to aa o!d 
wheel lying not far oS" npon the ground. 

Somo minutea having passed in exchanging coraplí- 
ments, after the manner of tbe country, Mr. G. ¡nformed 
ihe patrón that he bid with him a young'man who 
had come fiom M JVhríe with the intention of croas- 
ing the pampas, and that he propoaod accompanying 
the caravan on foot, moreover, as he was inexperi- 
eneed, it would be neeessary to place him beneath hia 
(Don José's) protectmg care. At mention of my o'oas- 
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ing the plaina on foot, Don José, with a stare of aeton- 
isiiment, declared it could not be done. To the second 
propositiotí — that of liis a'isuming my guardianship 
— he aoquioBced, however, and mentioned upou what 
tenas I could accompany him, For the use of a horse 
(in case I ebould neeil an animal), and a place in a 
eart for my baggago, seventeen dollars would be re- 
q";ired of me — a sum sufficient to have puroliased two 
ordinary hoisea, at the prices which they then were 
sold at. 
. Four dollars were demanded for the supply of meat, 
of which I was to have an ampie allowance; and be- 
eides this sam, a fee of one dollar was to be given to 
a native — a fellow of villanoua appoarance — who was 
to be my compañero (companion) and cook. It was to 
be his particular duty to see that his protege was well 
attended, well fed, and guarded frorn all hai-m if the 
Indiana should attack the caravan, Of course I was 
to beiieve that great valor would be eshibited, and 
ranch blood be epilled, by the bravo individual who 
was to be my protector. My new guai-dian and the 
other drivers of the carta differed widely frora the in- 
hahitante of the pampa pvovinces. They belonged in 
the northei'n part of the republic, in the distant prov- 
ince of Santiago, and spoke the ancient language of 
their father,?, — the Quichua, — while Xha patrón and 
two or throe natives of the Idwer states conversed 
in the Spanish or common language of the country, 
Kiiowirig tliat I should be unable to converse with Don 
José or bis peona whlle npon the journcy, I mado a 
number of iuquivies in relatioo to the manner of liv- 
ing, and what I might expect on the trip, all of which. 
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Tf .th the asáetance of Mr. G., were coniprehended by 
the natives, and I was answered that luxuriouB líving, 
gympatbizing friends, and unalloyed enjoyment were 
to be the accompaniments of my journey acrosa tbe 
pampas. The anxiety that had canscd niemany sleep- 
lesB nights pveviouB to the interview with tbe patrón 
and his Indian peona now disappeared, and I looked 
forward to opportunities for gleaníng, íq a rich field, a 
harveet of inforraation and valuable facts not yet famil- 
iar to my adventurouB countrymen. 

Matters having heen settled by my paying Don José 
in advance the full dcmands he madc, Mr. G. took me 
aside, and prayed God epeed me on my way. » If yon 
have money with you," said he, " by no means let It be 
seen, as these drivere do not bear a good ñamo, and 
tliey would not scruple ío rob you should opportunity 
ofiér. The pa/ron I beUeve to be honest, and while 
he is with the troop you have notbing to fear." He 
then hado me fareweU, pressed my hand cordialiy, and 
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we partea. 

Towards noon aboat one hundred oxen were driven 
into the plaza, when each peón, having rcceived his 
allotted Bix, couducted tbem to his cart. A piece of 
tough wood, six or seven feet in length, five inchea m 
width, and three in thickness, sevved as a yoke ; it was 
laid on the neck, just back of the animal'a horns, and 
lashed eecurely to tbem by a long strip of raw bidé, 
thus causing the wtolc strain to come upon the head 
and neck, instead of upon the sbouldere, as is custoui- 
ary with cattle that are yoked as in tbe TJnited States. 

The carts were most ünmbrous affaii-s, and in appear- 
ance were not unllke a rancho, or native hut, set upon 
ii-s-,Mh,Gt)t)'^le 
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wheels. The body conaisted of a framework of stícks, 
covered upon tho eides and back wíth small reeda, and 
roofed with cattie hides, wiiicli rendered thcm secura 
against the heavieet rain. The carts, which probably 
exceeded twelve feet in length, wei-e ouly four feet 
wide, and, being mounted upon two wheels of csti-aor- 
dinary diametcr, were sufficiently novel and striking to 
my iineducated eyea. The only ¡ron uscd in their con- 
struction consisted of a few Bcraps used to etrengthen 
the nave of the wheel ; all the otlipr parta were fas- 
tened together by bande of bidé, and wooden pina. 
The heavy tongue rested upon the yoke of the firat 
pair of oseo, and from it ran long ropos of hide, 
■which connectod with the yokes of the aecond pair 
and leaders. 

The method of driving the oxen practised by these 
peoplo is most barbarous. There pi'ojecta, a few feet 
frota the roo^ running forward of the cart, a portion 
of the ridge-pole, from whicli is suapended, by a piece 
of lasao, a becket that swinge to and fro with the nio- 
tion of the cart, This becket súpporta a heavy cace, 
nearly thirty feet in length, having at the ond a sliaip 
iron nai! that aerves to quicken the movemente of the 
leaders ; above the aecond pair ia another goad, differ- 
ing from the first by projecting from a wooden cone 
that hangs beneath the cane-pole. 

This instniment is ealled the picaño grande, and it 
requirea a skilful haod in its guidance, in consequenco 
of its weight and the constant oseillatory motion wben 
the wagón is moving. The driver holds ono end in 
Iii9 right hand, and, by constant tbrusta, drives it into 
the animáis without mercy. By lifting the énd of the 
G Otilóle 
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^cano, the part outside tlie becket is lowered, and the 
perjiendicular goíid touches the bauks of the second 
pair, while in his leíl haiid the dnver holds the picaño 
chico (little goad), and spura the tongue oxen, or those 
neareat the wagón, upon wliich tho sevei-est labor falls. 
The principie upon which the cattle are guided is also 
peculiar. If the drlver wishes the ox to turn to the 
left, tiie goad ia applied to that side, and tbe animal 
foUowa the dircction pricked upon him; if to tbe 
right, the picaño is applied to that side, with a similar 
result, I bavo eeen the unfortunate beasts goaded 
nntil the blood triekled from their wounds; but still 
tbey tbllowed the instrument, upon whichever side they 
felt its sharp sting. With sniall carts, having but one 
pair oí" oxoH, the driver site upon the yoke and tongue 
«f the vehicle, picaño in hand, with his legs coiled be- 
neath him a la l\irque. 

Everything was in readiness for the joarney, but the 
bntcher had not an-ived with the nieat for provisions, 
a delay at which the patrón gavo vent to many a car- 
ramba of impatience. Shortly, however, a little, rick- 
etty, two-wheeled cart, lashed togethcr with stiips of 
bidé, was diiveii into the plaza, and its owner distrib- 
uted the expected moat among the different carts. 
While he was thus employed, somo women, carrying 
a little tinsel-covei-ed Santa, passed around the cara- 
van, and each peón devoutly kiesed the garments oi' 
the image, to insurc, as I supposed, a prosperous joaraey. 

At last the caravan commenced its march, and we 
bade farewell to Rosario and to civilization, Don José 
the patrón and Don Manuel the capat<tz loading the 
cai'avan, on horseback. 
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First following tbem were, creaking loudly, fourttíeu 
eluinsy caits loaded with yerba, silgar, ¡ron, and othei 
merchandise. Next carne fift«en or twenty spare osen, 
as manyhorses, with about a dozen mules, driveii by 
an oíd guide, two youngsters, and the carpentor of the 
troop, who also acted as assistant capataz. I waiked 
in advance of the patrón, though he advised me to 
enter- the cart, as walking, he said, was injuiious to 
the systein. 

Our course iay over a level country covered with 
fine grass, which, haviog been pastured by cattle, waa 
very short. After jouroeying four miles, we carne to 
a halt ; the oxen were unlasbed, and allowed to feed 
by the roadaide, while the men kíndled a fire of this- 
tles, roasted a strip of meat, and took their goards of 
Paraguay tea. 

The manner of cooking meat on the pampas is worth 
a momcnt's attention. After an animal has been kÜled, 
the meat is eut into pieees, without any regard to anat- 
omy, or to the butcher's "regular cuts," and an ¡ron 
spit called the asador is run longltudinally througb 
each strip. Tho asador is stuck into the ground cióse 
by the fire, and, beiug carefully watched, the steak is 
gradually cooked in a manner that would gain no dis- 
credit in a well-reguJated kitchen. The rcBult of this 
metbod of cooking is that nono of the juices of the 
meat are lost. 

Whon our asados were sufficiently roasted, the 
chief took tbem from tbe fire, and, drivbg the point 
of the spit ¡uto the ground, invited me, with a pro- 
fonnd aalaam, to commence my repast. Cuttíng a 
small piece from the roasted strip, and taklng \% upon 
Google 
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the point of my knife, I put it, as a matter of course, 
into my mouth. At thia the group around rae broke 
into a bolsterous langh, and one Bwartby fellow volun- 
teered hia serviccs in teacliing me how to eat a la gau- 
cho. Drawing from bis bclt that inseparable compan- 
ion wbich tbe gaucho never parta with — a long knife 
— the fellow curolf a stñp of meat, and, holding one 
end with hia fingers, dropped tbe other into hia moulh ; 
then foUowed a quict upward etroke witb the knife, so 
dose to his lipa that I involuntarüy etarted, severing 
the meat, and leaving a huge piece betwcen hia teoth. 
Thia feat wns accomplished so rapidiy that it aston- 
ishcd me; but as I found tbat it .was the universal 
custom among tbe peona, I attempted to imitate them. 
But on the first tñal the blade of my knife carne in 
contact with the cnd of my nose, culting it enough to 
draw blood. At this a loud laugh went through the 
group, at tbe expense of "Bostion tbe gringo," which 
ñame tbey insisted upon calling me, not with atan ding 
my efforts to show that Boston, and not Bostron, was 
my native city. 

After tbe usual siesta, we contioued our joumey. 
Notbing of importance occurred until sunset, when, 
as I glanced across tbe plain, it seeraed to at once be- 
come endowed with Ufe. As the sun sank below the 
horizon, the ownera of innumerable Uttlo buiTows, 
which I had noticed ti)rough the greater part of the 
afternoon all over tbe plaina, carne out of the holea in 
such numbers as to astonish the nninitiated. As I 
watched one of tbe holea, I saw iirst .a little round 
head, enlivened by a pair jf black, twinkling eyea, 
peepingout; then íbllowei3 a dusky body, and, finally, 
Ci Otilóle 
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the animal, liaving becoine satisfied that oiir inteotions 
were not unfriendly, sat by liis doorway with the great- 
est nonchalance imaginable ; but in .a moment, afler 
observing ub ciirlously, he scampered off to join the 
hundreds, if not thousanda, that were playiag about 
in the grass around us. 

Sometimee we saw an oíd female trottíng along with 
four or fivc young ones on a visit to a noíghbor; and 
frequently we saw eonie of these reuniíms, in which, 
while the oíd people wore exchanging complimenta, 
the juvenile niembere of the family chased each other 
merrily about ihe mounds. 

These animáis, whlch bore eome resemblance to the 
niarmots, were called by the nativas lizcacha. The 
epecies Í9 the íagostotmia trichodactylu^ of natural- 
ista. Its habita are similar to those of the proper 
marmota ; in size it exceeda- the opo^um of North 
America. 

About tbe entrance of the burrows I notíccd that a 
quantity of rabbieh ia «sually collccted, such as the 
bonos of deceased relativea and of other animáis, 
mixed with thistles, roots, &c. Tliese biscachaa are 
found all over the pampaa, as fiír south as tho confines 
of Patagonia, beyond which, however, they have never 
be en ob ser ved. 

The singular habit of coUecting all compact sub- 
Btanees about their burrows seenis peculiar to these 
smimals. A traveÜer's watch, which had been lost, 
was found at the entrance to one of their domioiles, 
the animáis having di-aggcd it frora the camp near by. 

Darwin says the biscacha is found as far north as 
30° south latitude, and "abounda even to Meadoza, 
and is there replaced by an Alpine specíes." Cotii^le 
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It Í8 not an inhabitant of tbe Banda Oiiental, east 
ol' tbe Uruguay River. 

The foUowing accounta of North American epecíes 
will be interestirg to the reader, sioce they gíve a 
good. idea of tbe babits of ncarly aílied species. An- 
dubon and Bacbman, in their Quadrupeds of North 
America, say of tbe prairie dog, "This noisy spermo- 
pbile, or mai-mot, ia found in nombera, sometimes hun- 
dreds, of famiües together, living in buiTows on the 
prairies ; and tbeir gallenes are so extensive as to 
render riding among them quite unsafe in many places, 
Their habitations are generally called dog towns, or 
vülages, by tbe Indians and trappers, and are deseribed 
as beiag intersected by streets (patbways) for their 
accommodation, and a degree of neatnesa and cleanli- 
ness is preserved. Tbese villages or communities are, 
bowever, sometimes infested wítb rattlesnakes and 
otiier reptiles wbicb feed upon tbese animáis. Tbe 
burrowing owl (Sttmia cunicularía) is also found 
among tbem. Oceasionally tbese marmots atood quite 
erect, and watcbed our movoments, and then ieaped 
into the air, all the time keepíng an eye on us. Now 
and then, one of them, after coming out of bis hole, 
issued a long and somewbat whistling note, perbapa a 
or invitation to bis iieighbors, as several carne out 
few moments. They are, as we think, more in the 
habit of feeding by night than in tbe daytime," 

Lieutenant Abert, who observed tbe prairie dog in 
New México, say s it doea not hibemate, " but ia out 
ali winter, as lively and as pcrt as on any summer 
day." Another observer states tliat it "closea accu- 
rately tbe mouth of ita fun'ow, and eonstructa at the 
Cioogle 
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bottom of it a neat globular cell of fine dry grass, 
having an aperlure at the top suffícicnlly large to ad- 
mit a finger, and so compactly put togcther tfiaf. it 
might almost be rolle d along tlie gi'ouiicl, unin- 
jured." 

Perhaps different winter temperaturea ¡n different 
loealities may govera the habit of hibeniation. 

The following sketch, fi-om KendaU'a nari'ative of 
the Tesan expedltion to Santa Fé, Is so interusting 
that I pi-escnt it to the reader: — 

"We sat down upon a bank, under the shade of a 
meaqult, and leisurely sui'veyed tho scene before us. 
Our appi'oach liad dilven every oiie to his home in our 
immediate vicinity, but at the distance of sonie hun- 
dred yarda the emall monnd of earth in front of each 
burrow was occupied by a pi-airie dog, sitting orect on 
his hinder legs, and coolly looking about for the cause 
of the recent commotion. Every now and then, aome 
citizen, more adveiiturous than hia neighbor, would 
leave hia lodgings, on a flying visit to a fi-iend, appar- 
ently exehange a few words, and then acamper back as 
fast as his legs woold carry him. By and by, as we 
kept perfeutly still, sonie of oiir near neighboi'a wcre 
seen oautionsly poking tbeir heada from out their holes, 
looking craftily, atid at the aame time inquiaitively, 
about them. Gradually a citizen would emerge from 
the ontrance of hia domicüe, come out upon hia obeer- 
vatory, ¡>eek hia head cunningly, and then commcnco 
yelping, aoraewhat afier the manner of a young puppy, 
a quick jerk of the tail accompanying each yelp. It ia 
Ihia short bark alone that bag given them the ñame of 
doga, as tliey bcar no moro rcsemblance to that ani- 
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mal, either in appeai'anee, action, or manner of Üving, 
thaa they do to the hyena, 

" Prairie doga are a wild, frolicBome, madcap set of 
fellowa when uudisturbed, uneasy, and ever on the 
move, and appear to take especial dcliglit in chatter- 
¡Dg away the time, aiid visiting from hole to hole to 
gossip and talk over each other's afikirs ; at least, so 
their actions would indícate. When they ñoá & good 
location for a village, and there is no water in the im- 
mediate vicinity, oíd hunters aay they dlg a wcU to 
Bupply the wants of the community. On several occíi- 
BÍons I crept elose to their vülages without being ob- 
eerved, to watch their movenients. Directly in the 
ceiiti'e of one of them I noticed a xcry large dog, 
Tvhich, by his actions, and those of his nelghbors, seemed 
the chlef or big dog of the village. For at ¡east an hour 
I watched this village ; dmlng this time the large dog 
rec^ived at least a dozen visits from his fellow-dogs, 
■who would stop and chat with liim a few minutes, and 
then mn off to their holes. All this while he never 
left his seat at the entrance to his hotoe, and I thought 
that I could perceive a gravity in his deportment not 
discernible in those by whom he was surrounded, Far 
is it from me to say that tho visits he received were 
upon business, or bad anything to do with the local 
govommcnt of the village, but it eertainly appeared so." 

The hizcqcha does not live alone, for in each burrow 
I found a pair of small owls, of the spccies known by 
the ñame of the "Burrowing Owl of Soutb America" 
{Athene cunindaria, Molina). Aa thcse birds are 
somewhat peculiar in their habits, and some few errors 
have crept inlo the writinga of various autLors fegard- 
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ing them, I will, for the informaüon of tliose interested, 
presont the followiog sketch of thcír habita, the result 
of observaf ions whiuh I made during my !ong journey. 

I firet met with this owl on the banks of the River 
San Juan, in the Banda Oriental, one hundred and 
twenty miles west of Montevideo, where a few paira 
were observed devouriag mice and insects during tlie 
daytime. From the river, travelling westward thiity 
miles, I did not mcct a singlo individual, but after 
Crossing the Laa Vacas, and coming upon a sandy 
waste covered with scattered trees and low bushes, I 
again met with severa!. 

TJpon the pampas of the Argentino Republic they 
are found in great nurabers, frona a few miles west of 
Rosario, on the Paraná, latitude 32° 56' south, to 
the vicinity of San Luis, where the pampas end, and a 
travesía or saline desert com menees. 

On these immense plaina of grass it Uves in company 
with the bizcacha. The habita of this bird are said to 
be the satne as tliose of the specics that inhabits tho 
coles of tlie marmots upon the prairiea of western 
North America. But thia is not strictly con-eet, for 
one writer aays of tbe northern species, " we have no 
evidence that the owl and marmot hahitually resort to 
one buiTow ; " and Say remarks that "they were either 
common, though unfnendly, residents of the same habi- 
tation, or that our owl waa the solé occupant of a 
bun'ow acqdred by the right of conquest." In this 
respeet they differ from their Soutli American rela- 
tivos, who Uve in perfect harmony with the bizcachíz, 
and during the day, while the latter is sleeping, a pair 
of these birds stand a few inches within the main 
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entranoe of the burrow, and at the first strange sound, 
be it near or dist.ant, they leave their statiou, and re- 
mMQ outside tho hole, or upon the mound which forma 
the roof of the domicile. When man approaches, both 
birds mount above him in the air, and keep uttering 
their alarm note, with irides dilated, until he passes, 
when they quietly eettle down in the graes, or retum 
to their former place. 

While on the pampas, I did not observe these birds 
taking prey duiing the daytime, but at sunsct the 
bizcachas and owla leave their boles, and search for 
food, the yonng of the former playing abont the birds 
as they alighted near thcm. They do not associate in 
companies, there being but one pair to cach hole, and 
at night do not stray far from their homes. 

In desci-ibing the North American burrowing owl, a 
writer says that the epecíes " euddenly disappears in 
the early part of August," and that " the speciea ia 
strictly din mal." 

The Athene cunieularia has not these habita. It 
does not dieappear during any part of the year, and it 
is both nocturnal and diumal, for thongh I did not 
obsei-ve it prcying by day on the pompas, I noticed 
that it fed at all boura of the day and night on the 
north shoro of the Plata, iu the Banda Oriental. 

At longitude 66° west our caravan atnick the gi'eat 
saline desert that atretcbes to the Andes, and dnr- 
ing fourleen dáye' travel on foot I did not aee a 
dozen of these birds; but whUe residing outside tho 
town of San Juan, at the eastem base of the Andes, I 
had an opportiinity to watch their habita in a locality 
difFerine materially frora the pampas. ,-- . 
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The months of September and October are tbe con 
jugal ones, Duríng the mifUllo of the fonner month 
I obtaincd a male bird wlth a broken wing, It lived 
in confinement two day?, refnsing to eat, and died from 
the effects of the woiind. A few days later a boy 
brought me a femalo owl, with five eggs, tbat had been 
taken from hcr nest, five fect from the mouth of a 
bun-ow that wound omong the roots of a tiee. 

Sbe waa fierce in Ler cage, and fonght with wings 
and" bealí, utteriiig all the while a ehríll, ])rolongod 
note, resembling the Boimd produced by di-awing a 
file acroea the teeth of a saw. I supplied her with 
eleven full-gt-own mi ce, which were devoui-ed during 
the first thirty-aix houra of confinement. 

I endeavored to ascertain if this speeies buiTows its 
own habitation, biit my obaei-valiona of eiglit montha 
failed to impresB me with the belief that it does, I 
ha^e eon\ersed with intelligent persone wbo have been 
ftmih-ir Wlth their habits, and never did I meet one 
th^t believed this bird to be its own workman. It 
phces a smal! nest of fcathers at the end of eome oo- 
ciipied 01 deserted bnrrow, as neceasity demanda, in 
wbich are depoaited from two to five white eggs, which 
are nearly spherical in form, and are a littlo larger than 
tbe eggs of the domestic pigeon. 

In the Banda Orienta], where the coiintry ís as fine, 
and the favorite food of the ow! more plentifully dis- 
tributed than upon the panipaa, this biid is not com- 
mon in comparison with the niimbers foiind in the 
latter locality. Tbe reason is obvious. Tiie hizcacfia 
does not exist in tlie Banda Oriental, and consequent- 
ly these birds liave a poor cliancc for finding habi- 
taliona. C.ooylc 
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On the pampas, where tliousands npon tiionsanda of 
bizcacfiMS nndermine the eoil, there, in their trae loeal- 
ity, the traveller finda thousands of owls. Again, along 
the bases of the Andes, where the bizcacha is rarely 
met with, we fiad only a fow paire. Does the bole, 
from whiuh my bird was taken, appear to be the woik 
of a bird or quadnipcd ? TLe severa] works that I ■ 
have been able to coosult do not, in ooe instaoce, give 
pereonal observations relative to the burrowing pro- 
pensities of this owl ; from which fact, it wiU be in- 
ferrcd that it never has been caught in the act of 
burrowing. 

We continued o«r joiirney whilc the sun ieft in the 
western beavens beautifnl clouds of purple and gray a 
eouvenirs of hia eompany through the bright, ' 

day- . , . 

Around «8 on the plains were inany animáis in 
drovea and herds, all preparing for the night. Troops 
of wild colts galloped homeward past ua at the heela 
of their anxions motherf, who occasionally halted as 
if to dispute our rigbt of passage throiigb iheir tem- 
tory. Darknesa now set in, nnd soon the caravan halted 
for the night. I made my bed npon a raw hide, spread 
wpon the top of the cargo in the eart, and was soon 
■ faet asleep ; biit I was ehoitly awakened by Don 
Facundo, who cHmbed into the oart, coughing loudly, 
and aaying, by dumb show, pointing towards the sonth- 
wcst, that a pampero liail commenced blowing.^ The 
wind, which was accompanied by rain and hail, vio- 
lently shook the oíd eart, and whistled dolefully through 
its reed-covered eidea. The don'a oongh had increased 
abrniin<dv, an^l ha sliivered with cold. " Compañero," 

M.^jhíGoogle 
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he oontintially ealled oot, giving me a poke to eignífj' 
Bomething that his igoorance of the Spanish laaguage 
would not allow him to espreas raore intelligibly, for 
he spoke oaly the tongue of his native province — the 
Quichua. I at last handed hitn my overcoat — an aet 
of generosity that I afterwarde regretted, for, thoiigh I 
applied eeveral times for its restoration during the 
journey, he wotild not give it up, but ale, «lept, and 
worlced in it until we had orossed the country, and it 
was no loDger serviceable. 
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CHAPTER Vni. 
LIFE OíT THE PAMPAS — CONTINUED. 

THE night passecl drearily away, and glad enough 
waa I when day dawned, and the caravan was 
prepared to start. 

Before we began to move, I retíred to my cart, and 
cbanged niy clothes, appearing before my companiona 
in tbe uneoniined and conifortable garb of a sailor. 

The momcnt the peons, who were clnatered around 
the fire, beheld me, they shouted to each olher " J/óníe- 
nero!" a word which at that time I did not coniprehend, 
but whieb, &a 1 leamed some montha later, waa the 
narae of a particular class of bandits, who, about 1817, 
under the leaderahip of Artizas, fiiled tbe republic with 
consteroatíon. Probably my sailor'a dress resembled 
that of the robbura. 

As the heavy mist rollcd ofTthe pampas, we discemed 
two shepherds driving tbeir flocka to another pasture ; 
and, as tbere was no but in aight, they had prob- 
ably passed tbe night sieeping opon their saddles, a 
common custora of tbe herdsmen. As a specimen of 
bis skill, tbe younger of the two spurrod bis horse after 
a ram, the patriarch of the flock, and, as he drew noar 
it, Bwung the lasso a few times aronnd hia head, and 
the fatal noose feJ\ over the neck of tbe animal. 
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Dismountíng from liis horee, the gaucho jumped opon 
the rara, which began to ruó for dear Ufo. As tbey 
scampercd over the plain, I could plainly see pieces of 
wool flying from tho anioial's fleccy sides, as the rider 
plled hie eharp, heavy spiírs. 

But rama were evidently not created for eaddle-beasts, 
for the animal stumbled in ¡lis fligiit, upsettiug, in a 
most ludicrous mancer, his rider, who sprawled upen 
the tari 

Our caravaD was now in motion. ■ Aa we proceeded 
on our courge, the pampa gradiially became more undu- 
laling, and was covered with a coarser herbage, shooting 
up in clumpa to the height of a foot or more, 

Soon after sunnse we met a party of eight horsomen 
fi'Om Mendoza, one of whom was armed with a spear, 
which waa ornamentod with a flag. About ten o'clock 
we paased a miserable estancia house, built of bumt 
bricks; wohalted nearitforthe purposeof greaaing the 
wheels of the carts. Thia was attended to by the cap- 
ataz. He first cut into thin slicea a pound of whíte 
native eoap, and, after pouving hot water upon it, added 
a little aalt, when he beat the whole togetber with & 
bunch of reeds drawn fi-om the sidea of the cart. While 
Btirring this mixture, he woiild not permit mo to look 
into the pail, but, tuming his back on me, leaned over 
the mixture, muttering to himself, and inaking croases 
over it, acting as if afr^d that I would discover the 
recipe for the wheel-grease. 

Before noon the caravan was again in motion. Three 

half-etarved dogs that accompanicd us gave chase to 

sevcral deer that appeared in sight, but tbey were un- 

able to appioach them. Thcse deei- ( Cervtis campestrifi) 

C.OOi^lC 
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are yery common on the pampas. Theyhave one habit 
wbich is conimon to the antelopes of North American 
])rairies. When a person approacbea them, they aeem 
HDxlous to make bis aoqaaintance, drawing near, and 
Bcrutiniziog him with much curiosíty. Tbey are a 
small species, are of a yellowísb-brown color on tbo 
npper parts, and wliite beneath tbe body. They are 
bunted by the gauchos in partiea, who pursue and cap- 
ture them with the boliadores. 

A species of parrot ( Psittacus pataffonus) was ob- 
sened flying in large flocks northward. At another 
time, I observed onc or two veiy emall species, of a 
grooH color, with grayish-white brcasts. I have seen 
the same species in the Banda Orienta!, flying in flocks 
of considerable size. 

The clearneas of tbe atmosphere gave great effect to 
tho rairages tbat we constantly bebeld around «s. 
Twice we aeemed to see large lakes far in advance of 
our caravan, but they vaiiished utterly upon our mov- 
ing neareí' them. 

On onr right, in the disUnce, the mirage so much 
resembled the ocean, that our carpenter, who had been 
in Buenos Ayres, pointcd to it, eselaiming, "J?í mar¡ " 
(the .0»). 

Since leaving Rosario, we bad mct, along the road, 
flocks of small white gnlls, feeding on cairion ; but tbey, 
duling tbia day'a raarch, became more scarce, and soon 
disappearcd entirely, and we saw no more of them on 
the pampas. The líttle ponds of water before noticed 
wore now vavely encountered, and ¡t became nocessary, 
tberefbre, to lay ¡n a stock before going fartíier. Each 
cart was Bupplied with a loiig carlhcn jar, l;ishcd oii 
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bebind, which Iield fivo or six gallóos; these jara were 
filied; and tbese, with. oiie or two demijohns etowed 
inside, compriscd our water supply, — enongh to last 
several days. 

About three o'elocb in the afternoon a long, dark 
cloud of dust appeared above the horizon in advance 
of our troop, and ih& patrón, beside whose horee I was 
waiking, ínformed me that it was "una tropa de Men- 
doza." In tbe course of the ncxt half hour it made its 
appearance in the road before us, 

The troop presentod a picturesquc appearance as it 
slowlytoiled along in divisions of ten carta each. The 
procession was headed by four or flve aeses, with paek- 
eaddles and ¡oads, and by a number of mulcs without 
luggage, driven by gauchos. After tbese followed the 
two divisions of carts, filled to such a degree with hidca 
that their drivere were entirely hidden by them. This 
troop carried, as usual, a stock of firewood, coneistíng 
of heavy branchea and gnarled stumpa, which were 
lashed to the roofs of tho carts. The i-elays consiated 
of thirty oxen and a lew oíd cowa, which were also 
undev the guidance of a erewofalmost eavage gauchos, 
At Eunset we passed a little knoll, conspicaoua in tho 
midat of the vast plain, aurmounted by a small dweil- 
ing ; beyond it lay an extonsíve pantana (swamp), that 
we woi-e obliged to traverae, altbough the labor it coat 
ua was not i n con si de rabie. Several yokes of oxen were 
detaebed fi'om tbe after carts, and connected with those 
of the leading onea, when, with a vast amount of 
nproar and mercileaa goading, each cart was drawn, in 
turn, through the mire, 

We encamped beyond the pantana, and/siipped 
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opon íliced putnpkins, boiled wíth bits of meat, and eea- 
Boned with salt. I would remark here that the ga uchos. 
never use salt with roasted meat, but frequently sprinkle 
it into a stew, if tlie héterogeneous messes whicli they 
compound and boil in iron pota are wortliy of that title. 

Our meal was eerved in genuine pampa faehíon ; one 
iron spoon and two cow's horna, split in lialves, were 
passed around the group, the raembere of which squatted 
upon their haunches, and freely helped thcmselves frora 
the kettlo. 

Even in tbis most uncivilized form of satisfying hun- 
gei- there is a peculiar etiquette, which the most lowly 
peón invariably observes. Each mcmber of tlie cotn- 
pany in turn dips bis spoon, or horn, into the centre, 
of tbe stew, and draws it in a direct line towards him, 
never allowing it to deviate to the i-ight or the left. 

By observing tbis rule, each peraon eata without in- 
terfeidng with his neighbor, Being ignorant of this 
custom, I dipped my hom into the mess at i'aüdom, 
and fished about in it for some of' the nice bits. My 
companiona regarded this hoind breach of politenesa 
with scowls of irapatience ; they declared, with Bome 
warmtb, to the capataz that giingos did not know how 
to eat, and, " as they lived upon dogs in their own dia- 
tant country, tbey come to the- great Argentino Eepub- 
lic to get food and grow fat on the gauchos." I apolo- 
^zed aa well aa I could, and endt'avored, during the 
remainder of íhe mcal, to eat according to gaucho eti- 
quette. 

As night carne on, a brüliant scene was developed 
before na. As far as the eye could rcaeh, we beheld 
the ruddy glow of a diatant conflagration of the pampa 
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herbage, Fortunately it did not approacli ue, but 
after givíng «a a view of odb of tlie most sublime and 
niagnificent sights in nature, it faded at last away into 
the soiith. 

During the night I suffercd mnch from the cold, 

I was awakened on the following morning (Siinday) 
by my peón, who gave me to uuderstand, by gesturea, 
that the asado waa prepaved. As I joined the com- 
pany at the fire, the patrón approaehcd ua with 3 pon- 
cho tiilod with watermelons, which he had purchaaed 
atthe esía«cííí house on the mound; of theae we ata 
heartily, and they wero deheious. 

As the pieces of nnd fell to tho ground, they were 
eagerly devoured by the dogs, aod by two little chil- 
drcn that accompanied the troop, I often pitied these 
httle ncgleeted creatures, and shared with tliem my 
faro. I gave them a portion of my abare of the mel- 
oaa, and their gratitude was warra and demonstrative : 
they were going to Mendoza with their mother, the 
wifo of one of tlie drivers. 

Thia was the firat Sunday spent on tho road ; and aa 
there waa a plenty of thistles for our fire, and good 
grasa for the cattlc, the day was paased witlioat leav- 
¡ng camp, the gauehoa amusing themselves with a pack 
of cards. 

I had with me an Üluatrated Testament. The peons, 
after gazing intently upon a pioture of the crucifixión, 
declared that I was a Cristiano, and invited me to play 
cards with them. 

During the next day we saw a plenty of wire-grass, 
aud at ¡east thirty deer grazed within a mito of the 
wagons. No cattle were to be seen. Thewiod.which 
(.i Otilóle 
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blew from the north-east, waa very wann. Our course 
W38 west. 

In a halt which we mado during the day's travel, I 
tnrned my blanket iiito a poncho, by cutting a bole 
in the middle,and thi-UBting myhead througb the nper- 
ture. When the gauchos saw my new garment, they 
shouted in admivation ; and one or two, who could 
epeak a Uttle Spanish, exclaimed, "Gaucho, Boslron!" 

At dark we camped near a corral, or cattlc-yard, 
formed of the tunas, a species of wild cactus. At sup- 
per wo ate our last morsel of meat brought froin Rosa- 
rio; the bonee werc heated upon tho fire, then bi-oken, 
and the marrow greedily eaten by the mcu. 

Throughout tho night the mosquitos and flies tor- 
mented rae, iintil I was obliged to roll ray head in a 
blanket. 

At dawn the troop set out, in the midst of a hoavy 
shower, without eating, and íept on until Don José 
commanded a halt, in order to kill an oíd cow wliich 
had been purchased at an estancia the day before. 

We camped near a colleetion of niud-huts, eurrounded 
by a gigantic growth of cactus, and called Guardia de 
la Esquina. It was the firat place we had met that ap- 
proached the dignlty of a village; but its qualifications 
for that title were extremely limited. 

Half a mile south of the Esquina a low briok struc- 
ture, resembling in form two sugar-boxes, — one set on 
ils eide, and the other placed perpendicularly against 
it, — etood alone on the plain. A melancholy story ¡8 
connectcd with this structnre. 

Don B., a rich estanciero, owned many miles of the 
surrounding country ; and the report that he had much 
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nionoy buried in the ear^h about bis brick cdsffl excíted 
the cupidity of the Indiana. They carne from the eouth 
in a large party, ransacked the place, and carried away 
tbe hoardcd treaaure, after cutting the throats of the 
don, hia child, and sixtecn peona, all of whom were 
afterwards buried in a commoa grave. 

While severa! of the men vero elaughterlng the 
cow, the carpenter, witli two or three olliers of the 
troop, gnided by a man sent from the Esquina, visited 
tbe hole in which the bodiea lay. Tbe eaith had fallen 
in as the bodics had undergone decomposition, for they 
bad been buried in tbe usoal manner of the pampas, 
without any other covering than the clotbea wom at 
the time of death. On reaching the spot, the gaucho 
from the town converaed at ienglh with our nien ; but 
the substance of his conversation was uiiintelligíble to 
me. The carpenter thrcw off bia poncho, and cora- 
mcnccd digging in go6d earnest, with a beavy hoe, 
which he had brought from tho carta. 

Two little croases marked the spot wbere father and 
chüd were laid. Aa bis impleraent aank deep into the 
earth, a duU, crasbing aound announced that it had 
baried itself in the eknlt of a man, and the digger 
drew forth the tool with a human head, greatly decom- 
poaed, upon it. The hoe had entered between the jawa. 
At the eight a sickening sensation carne over me ; bat 
the ¡Santigüenos, who had lefb their work, and were 
grouped around tbe grave, laughed at my sensations, 
and scraped away the matted hair fiom the ghastly 
head, which waa Btill red with blood, with their knives, 
which they returned to their eheathe witbout cleaning. 
It waa a disgusting picture — the nati vea, with their 
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bai-e legs and breasts besmeared with tbe blood of the 
animal they liad just butchcred, passing the head from 
hand to Iiand, and joldng at a calamity that should 
bave excited their iiity"^3 comniiseration. 

The head of the child was also exhumed, and the 
two were placed in a bag to be taken to Mendoza, 
■where the pi-iests could pray over them ¡ for so long as 
they remained unintened iñ the 'panteón, (consecrated 
buryiog-ground), the souls that once animaled them 
would be kept IVom the land of bliss. 

The attack by tho Indiana had occuired only a short 
time befoire our visit, and the prints of their horsea' 
hoofs were not obliterated from tho spot where the 
butchery was done. 

Our caravan continued Its course until nine o'clock, 
and passed Cabeza del Tigre, a place well kuown as 
having been the sccne of a transaction equally lamen- 
table with the one just recoided. The íacta wcre 
i-elated to me by a gentleman in whose word I placed 
great confidence. 

Three English merchants who had raade large for- 
tunes in California were returning to England, and, 
having tbeir trcasures with them, would not risk a 
pagsage around Cape Hom, but lauding at Valparaíso, 
crossed the Cordillera lo Mendoza, and there, in aa 
privato a manner as possible, engaged for the passage 
of their propeity in a large troop of carts bound to 
Rosario. 

Far hetter would it havo been, as ¡t preved, had 

they trusted to the ocean, rather than to have attempt- 

ed Crossing, with their ti-easures, a eoimtry inhabited 

by a treacherous and lawless people. Jíespite all their 
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efíbrta to keep the matter secret, it beeame known th.at 
a party of "gringoa" from the laiid of güld were aboiit 
to croas iho pampas. The Eogüsli character ia prover- 
bially daring; the thiee nierchanta piirsued their conrae, 
regardless of the reporta of the iiativea and the advice 
of frienda. TLe great traveal.i was croeaed, aod they 
paased through the provineea of San Lula and Cordova 
in aafety; but when they roached the vicinity of Ca- 
beza del Tigre, severa! hundred Indlane, mounted on 
horseback, and arraed wlth spears, met theni on the 
road and offered battle. 

The patrón ordered the carts to be formed into a 
aquare, and the peona got wlthln its protectlon. The 
three whlte men and the patrón and capataz fought 
desperately. The Englishmen were armed witb double- 
barrelled guns, and íbr a time kept the enenay at bay; 
one of tbem ahot a cacique (ehief), and thia for a time 
kept the tide of battle In thfir favor. 

At that pcrlod, Cabeza del Tigre waa a military foit ; 
the report of the guna arouaed the 'soldiera, but for a 
time they were undecided how to act, through fear of 
tho eavagea. At a moment when a vigoroua attack by 
all the pcons would have decided the bfittle, and aonie 
eoldieva were even aeen in the distance, galloping to- 
warda the apot, the Indiana, with a deaperate effovt, 
aucceeded in despatchbg the Englishmen, aecured 
their treasure, and, beforo the small military foi'ce 
aiTÍved, hurried away beyond their reach. 

The amount of money caiTied off by the Indiana 
waa reportcd to have been many thousand doubloona. 
Though thia sum aeems large, the amount taken must 
have been considerable, for my informant aaid that, 
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fov aeveral weoks after ihe cyent had transpireil, Rio 
Qiiarto and El Moro were visited by parties of In- 
dians, who were readily admitted as peaceful visitovs, 
their purpose being to escliange güld onzas for eÜver, 
as thcy obtained more in bidk of the ¡atter metal by 
the tranaacüon. The silvcr coin was manufactured into 
rings and other trinkets. Those intended for the eara 
were several inclies in diametcr, and so heavy tbat 
they reqnired to be snpported by fastenings to the 
hair of the liead. 

However lightly the peons regarded Indian murdera 
at the Esquina, their faces agsumed a very different 
expression froni that of mirth, whcn, diuitig the neit 
day, a troop of mules from the interior passed us, and 
the patrón informed our cornpany that the savagea 
h'Ud cut Ihe tbroats of eleven soldiers not far frora the 
very road that we were on. Their boisterous niiith 
was over; and during the several' succeoding days I 
do not rcmembcr of having heard a single song, or 
a light word, in the company. They all looked 
dubious enoiígh; ono or two tried to amuse them- 
selves by drawing their knives across their tbroats in 
a sigiiiGcant manner befoie me, but their efforts only 
made mo smile, aud provoked the other mcmbera of 
the pavty. 

During the next day we passed over a eountry desti- 
tnte of pasturage; but the road ran along the Eiver 
Quarto for an eighth of a mile, and wo had, tberefore, 
Bomo mnddy water to drink. 

At this place the river trended to the west; the right 
bank was about twcnty-five feet in height, and as steep 
as a walí; the left side waa slopiíig aud covered with 
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vines, thorn-bushes, and gigantic cacti, which in one 
place formed a natural enclosnre, in which I passed 
fully an hour, in watching the movemeuts of a bird 
resembhiig our turtle-dove, The river was about twonty 
feet wide, and had a sluggish current. 

We passed at dusk the hamlet of Saladillo, bnt conid 
not catch a glimpse of it, though Don Manuel wished 
me to visit it with hiin ; Ibr, said he, ".Say mucho pan, 
mucho queso, e muchas mitchac/ias también" — "Thero 
Í9 a plerty of bread and eheese, and also a great many 
young 1 adíes." 

Upon the pampas, wiiids from oppoeite quartora fi'e- 
qucntly meet and form little whirlwinds, that eome- 
titnes talie up a largo cloud of dust, which helps to 
relieve tho monotony of the joumey ; but these clouds 
of dust not only eettle upon the weary travellei's, cover- 
ing them with the fine powder, but render tliem ex- 
ceedingly thirsty. Such was my condition, when, way- 
wom and weary, the ordera were spoken to halt and 
prepare to camp. We had ai'rived at the borders of a 
salt lagoon, which was fiiled with wild fowl, The eon- 
fused Bounds that carne from bundreds of dncks, teals, 
loona, white cranes, eand-pipers, and plovers, made it 
a second Babel. Around tlie borders of the lalce the 
Boil was wliite with eaüne matter, and covered with 
the footprints of the bizcocha, and I observed that the 
grass was troddcn down into little paths leading from 
the ir burro ws to the water. 

Our last cow had been eaten, and we had already 
fasted twenty-four houis, when we prepai-ed to camp, 
and I was only too glad when the dircctions were 
given to Blaughtec aa ox; and, jadging by the alaciity 
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witb whích the mon set about executmg their orders, 
they wero as glad as myself of tho prospect of break- 
irig their fast. 

The animal was thrown down and butehered; its 
blood was allowed to run into a hole dug for tbe pur- 
poee, and sufferíjd to clot, when it was placed in a 
bladder, and suspended from tbe roof of a cart, to be 
kept for tho parpóse of coloñng the handles of the 
small goads — the picaños- chicos — of the di-ivers, 
Wbile a portion of the men were attending to this 
work, othera were engaged in caring for their cattle, 
and others were lighting a fire, which, as other fael was 
not to be bad, was ma<Je of the ai^ols of cattle. Soon 
huge pieccB of the meat were steamíng and craekling 
before the heat, and before darkness had completely 
enveloped ns, we were luxuriating on fresb beef and 
so me matea. 

Sapper over,we took refuge in the carts, and althoagh 
tbe noise of the wild fowl on the lake was continued, 
which to my ears was a very sweet music, I confesa I 
was Eoon asieep. 

On the next moming, bi'ight and early, we again 
took up our niarch, and through that day and the next 
pusbed on over the plains, 

From the hamlet of Saladillo, eixty miles westward, 
we met but two or three huts and a fow salt lagoons. 
Near one oí' tho latter, six black-necked swans flew 
over niy head, and I noticed many other fowla that 
are common in North America, such as the stilt, green- 
■winged toal, pin-tailed duok, and the great blue heron. 
The road was everywhere covered with saline matter, 
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and the reflection of the san'a rays npon it waa pdn- 
ful to the stght 

As we passed i mud hut Eear one ol the la¿oons a 
TFomaTi carne out to sell melons and j umpkins I ms 
ited tbe hnt, but althougl it wis fir nciter than the 
majority of ranchos on tbe f impTí, it wis i miserable 
place to live in, for the fl eas a nd chinchas were far too 
numerous for comfort. The hut wae twelve foot long 
and seven feet high; it was a mere framework of sticks 
lashcd togctber with strips of hide, and covered with 
comstalks, reeda, and mud. It contained two beds 
propped againfit the wall; threo or foiir botties, a 
couple of epoons, and an iron kettle with the maté, 
were the contenta of one comer, and the only furni- 
ture the cabin contained. I noticed long strings of 
sliced pumpkins drying in the aun ; these vegetables 
koep many poor peons from. starving dui-ing the winter 
time. They are very generally grown, and are uBed 
throughout the country. 

ThewoDiin appearei to be frugal ^nd inlnstnous 
for she bal cultivated a large i ítch of melona, ind 
raised numeious fimihes of beni tuikej'! and mus 
covy ducka And I would temark m pTShing that 
this woman itaí* not an e'íception as reg-irds generd 
fitncss for the dutiea of Ufe to her eex throughout the 
republic m leed they seem bcf tcr íitte 1 to act m ony 
responsible i o itioi or attend to iny dutj thin the 
nien; for of the Urge cía s called chi ios (jronouncel 
cheehow!) prodicel by iiitermaiin;,e of the Spaní U 
and Indianí, thit co\ei the ptmpis, and compoee the 
lower classcs in the moie cnilized to»nB,the women 
.are the most eacigetic and íaithfui 
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Our march for eeveral daya waa monotonous and 
eventless. Late in the afternoon of Tuesday, April 
10, we camped on the opea plain, one mile distant 
froro tbe littlo towQ of Punta del Sauce (Willow 
Point), so caüed from the scattered wülowá around it. 
It contains between two and thrce hundred inbabi- 
tants, 38 Don José infovmed me. The people must 
have becn eharp-sightcd, for we had hardly come in 
sight of the place before wo saw the townsfolk ap- 
proacbing us. 

Among the many visitora waa one that very partieu- 
larly attracted niy attention, and for Bome minutes 
puzzled me to decide as to wliich ses it belonged. It 
was asttide a one-eared donkey, which it halted before 
onr party, without disinoanting. While this person 
converged with tbe patrón in giittarals, I had a fiíir 
opportunity to survey ita ugly features and ahapeless 
form. The head was enormoua, and tlie bair stuck 
out in every direction in iviry curls. The swarlhy 
face, huge lips, and large bright eyes showed that the 
negro blood prevailed over the Indian. What added 
still more to ita ferociona espression waa tbe long, pro- 
jecting incieors, which, when the creature apoke,'eauaed 
it to resemble a wild beaat moi-e than a human'being. 
It wore a cauco tunic, unbnttoned behind, from the 
Bkirta of which protruded a thick pair of round lega, 
that drumraed the eidea of the jackass, in lien of whip 
or epur. When Don José informed me that it was 
una señorita (a woman), I uttered an exclamation of 
surprise. Ent I had not seen a!l the beantiea, fov dur- 
ing the i-emainder of our joumey we fcll in with aev- 
cral othera, eoiinterparta of thia woman, and, if poasi- 
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ble, etill more ngly and disagreeable. Dnriog our stay 
at Punta del Sauce, several young women (half ludían) 
brought a poor quality of salt to scll, togelher witli 
cheese and melons. I gave au oíd Indian, who waa 
ono of our drívers, and who had on several occaBÍoua 
shown me a kindness, a pound of the beet salt that I 
could procure. Añer tasting it, he put it carefiílly 
aside, perhaps with the intentioii of sclling it, as he 
did not use any on the road. While the patron^f back 
■was tumed, Don Facundo, my cook and attendant, 
sold my meat to a wonian of the village for a few ears 
of corn ; but, as I did not understand his Quichua lan- 
guflge, it was useless for me to rcmonstrale. The don, 
with his messmates, feasted upon their new dish with- 
out estending an invitation to ita shonld-be rightful 
owner, -who was obliged to fast for the next thirty-six 
hours. The rascáis told Don José some lie to account 
for the losa of my meat, and that waa the last of it. 

Again we took up our line of raarcb. ,0n the next 
day we carne again to the riíer, and I iioticed that ita 
banks were in eome places pcrforated with the burrowa 
or boles of parróla. In this place the water was clear, 
and I did not notice any salino deposit upon ita banks. 

The woman in our caravan, of whom I bave spoken 
beibre, on thia day fell and drove a splinter into her 
foot ; and, as she could not extraet it, 1 ofrered my ser- 
vicea as medico. Aa I was euceessful, she seemed 
overwhelmed with gratitude, and froni that time she 
waa almost tlie only friend that I had among the peoplo 
of tbe troop. 

During our journey on this day, as thcy were riding 
along, tho pairan and capataz entered upon a geograph- 
L. Otilóle 
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ieal diecussíon, and as tlieir opinions differed widely, 
they called apon me to decide between them ; but aa 
Don José had the i-eputation of a gieat scbolar among 
his men, I did not daré to give him any opiuion of my 
own, and they weut on in the same tone as before. 

"Where is Bostronf " asked the capataz. 

» Do9ti-on is in France, to be suri-," replied tbe other. 

" That cannot be, becanse France is a great way off, 
and has not got any moon; and the gringo told me, 
the other niglit, that thero is a moon in Bostron, and 
North America ¡s in the same place." 

" Fool ! " exclaimed the seholar, "Norlh America ia 
•in England, the country where the gringos live that 
liied to take Buenos Ayi'es." 

Each was confident that he waa right, and, belioving 
that 

"Where ignorance is bliss, 'lis foUy to be wise," 

I leñ them to themselves. 

The caravan dragged on its weary pace ; at length, 
as darkness came on, tiie peons, looking out of their 
wagons, shouted, as thoy pointed ahcad of us, » La Re- 
ducción!" "Reducción!" 

Soon we drew near tbe town, wbieh lay surrounded 
■with Jields of com. As wo approached the place, oíd 
womcn and young pcople came out to meet us, bilng- 
ing soft cheese, sait, and unripe melons for sale. When 
wo i-eached the outskiits, Don José wheeled his mulé 
and dismounted ; each peón cried " Sh-u-u-ah ! " to his 
oxen, and the tJred caravan halted for the nlght. On 
the nest moming we agatn took up the march, and 
made considerable progress before sunrise; but the 
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winá.from the north soon carne laiJen with a most 
torrid heat, and we wei-e obliged to come to a pause, 
luckily elose beside a river, thc valley of wliich waa 
filled with tall flaga and wiHows. The water was veiy 
clear, and rati over a bed of sand, filled with acales 
of mica and quaitz. 

At dusk we prepared to croas the stream (the Rio 
Qnarto) at Paao Durazno (Peach Paas). At thia ford 
the river, which waa very wide and ehallow, haa a 
Bwift current and a stony bed. We intcnded to spond 
the night on the opposite side, so that we could have 
a fair start next day. Tlie men etripped themeelves, 
and atood in a line from one bank to the otJier. As 
each cart waa drawn slowly past by the oxen, the cruel 
fellowa goaded thoni untii the blood tríclíled froni"Oíe 
punctures, at the aame time yellíng lond enongh to be 
heard a mile at leaat. Beyond the river waa a hili 
covei-ed with bushea, and called by the natives San 
Bernardo, and to the right of the road a emall colleo- 
lion of i-anchos surrounded by patches of corti. 

From the summit of San Bei'nardo I caught sight 
of the distant topa of the Ceri'o Moro, resembling a 
silver cloud in the clear heavena. During the evening 
we occupied ouraelves in drawing trunks of trees frora 
the river valley, and lyehing them to the outside of the 
carts, and in Slling the jara behind the carts with water, 
preparatory to a dry mavch. 

Whüe we were at aupper, three pampa Indian womcn 
pasaed the eamp. Two were very masculine in appear- 
anee, the third yonng and handsotne, They were 
dressed in loóse gowna. As they paesed they smiled, 
apparently at the consternation their appearance pror 
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ñaceá among the peone, who seeraed reatly to sink 
into the ground with fear at the presence of aupposed 
spicB. The womcn were from the pampas, and were 
on their way to the village of Rio Quarto. The ex- 
citemeiit which tiieir adveiit created among our people 
was a !ong time in bcimg lulled, and even wlen I sought 
my bed in the cait I heard the eager and animated 
voices of the peons, who were busily engaged in pre- 
paring for an onelaught from the dreadcd savages. 



r„-.dh.Google 



MILES WALK. 



CHAPTEE IX. 

FEOM EIO QUARTO TO CERRO MORO. 

ON Saturday, Api-il 14, we unlaslied oar oxeo 
bofore Rio Quarto. All along the rond tlie 
patrón and capataz had spokeii of thls village, which 
they described as being very beaatiful, fiUed with fine 
white-washed liousee, atid inhabited by a wealtby olass 
of people, niany of wlioni owiied thousands of cattio 
which were pastured upon estancias outside the vil- 
lage. Beeides, it was here that the great ludían bat- 
tles had taken place : botb the gentlemen failcd to 
inform me that the Indiana were gencrally the victorp, 
not the Cristianos, as they called the citizeos of the 
village. 

The woman, with her two children, who had trav- 
elled with us, Bct oiit for a visit to the village, and, 
bent upon exploring the place, I accompanied tbem. 

Rio Quarto is situated upon a plain, and difiera but 
little in it« general oppearanee from the other towns 
It is laid out in a regular manner, and ia shut in by a 
miid wall two or tliree fet-t in thickness, and five ot 
more in height. The wall ia suiTOunded by a broad 
trench about four feet deep, which Bervea as a defence 
against the Indians. It was hard for me ,at fií-st to 
understand the valuc of this dry ditch ; but I learaed 
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afterwards that no more fomildable defence waa need- 
ed against an.attack from the savages; for, duiiiig 
engagementa, they never ¡cavo tho backs of their 
horsos, and as they cannot leap the ditcbea, ñor scram 
ble ont of thein when in, they avoid the obstades with 
care. 

At the time of our visit to Rio Quarto, ihere was uo 
hitJe commotion among the people ; for neWe bad been 
reccived of a projccted Indian attack, and the ncws 
seemed to be confirmed by the reeent intelhgence that 
the savagea bad drawn off from othcr placea, and were 
concentrating near the town. 

The garrison had been reenforced by soldíers eent by 
the governor of the province. These troops, in tbcir 
ignorance and a!arm, had loaded an oíd iron gun in a 
most aingular manner; for they had first put in eeveral 
pounds of lead balls and elugs, then rammcd in a 
beavy wadding, and fínaliy cbarged with. powder. I 
judged from their manner of loading cannons, that 
their efiiciency aa soldiers, should an attack be made, 
would prove of little valué. 

The hoases of Rio Quarto are bnilt of mud, and 
tliatched with drygraas; the streets are of mud, tho 
walla are of mud, and tbe ideas of the people are 
muddy thick. They aeem merely to exist, rather than 
live with any idea of what Hving is. Tbe few rich men 
of the viilage own the cattlo that focd in tho aurround- 
ing country, while the poorer classes support thera- 
selves as best they can, livíng on a nieagre diet of 
pumpkins, peajíbes, cora, and rarely, meat. They sotne- 
times labor for their wealthier townspeople, but usually 
sleep tbe time away. AU the persona that I met were 

Google 
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Bqualid in appearance, and the children were half 
naked. 

The gardens about the town cootained but little 
more than quince or peach trees. At the oornera of 
tho Btreets were filthy pierias (sraall shops), and the 
only decent building in town was the church in the 
plaza, which was eurmounted by a dome, sLeeple, and 
croBs. On the side of the building, in place of Win- 
dows, hemlBpherieal bolos were cut, aod covered with 
muslin ; in fací, the only glass that I saw was in iho 
two or three street lamps. Aa it was Saturday, thn 
vigilantes were sweeping the plaza with a largo hide, 
attacbed to the surciogle of a horse whioh was driven 
around tho square. 

Híiviog fasted since the day before, I purchased 
some bread made in tbo place, and shared it -with my 
cbmpanions. It was poor in quality, and contained no 
small amount of sand and sticks. The flour had boen 
brought on inules fiom Mendoza, three hundred and 
eighty miles ' distant, and bread was Bomething of a 
luxury in Rio Quarto. 

After quite a stay, nearly a day in length, we left 
Rio Quaito. Our ronte lay ovar an undulating pampa, 
covered with long grass, but eearcely a herd of cattle 
could be seen, and for miles we met with no evidence 
tliat human beings inbabited tlie coimtry. Water was 
seldom found, but the small quautities that we dis- 
covered lay in little hollows of two or three inchos in 
depth, and was of a bettcr quality than any that wo 
had met with on the road. 

The herdsmen are extremely dirty in their habits, 
and those who performed the duty of drivers in our 
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caravan were partic.iilarly filthy; maiiy of them, in- 
deed, sliowed no token of ablutions peiformed for 
maiiy weeks. 

Wbile the troop halted to reat the osen cióse by a 
pool of water, I could not reaist the tetnptation to 
bathí, and, stripping mysel^ enjoyed the luxury of a 
good bath, wbk-h liad been deníed me for moro than a 
fortnígíit. I then wasLed nny Unen, and retumed to 
the men w!io were sitting around the fire, solacing 
themselves with a roand of mates. They laughed 
heartily at my ideas of cleanliness, and asked, through 
Don Manuel, ray intcrpreter, what opinión I had formed 
of themselves, who could croES the pampas and retiira 
again — a joumey of eighty days — without once ap- 
plying water to their skins. I replied that it was my 
opinión that they weie very dirty fellows, and snited 
for tbe coantry in which thej* lived. At tiiis answer 
they again laiighed, and replied that white ekíns, like 
thoee of all foreigners, were exceedingly inconvenient, 
bccause of the gi-eat attentíon requited for retaining 
ita color. 

The next day was Snnday, but the caravan kept on 
its way as usual. 

Throiighout the wbole day the sun poured down its 
scorching rays, and the hot wínd froiH the Dorth was 
aocoinpanied by myriads of mosquitos and minnte 
blaek flies. 

Wehadnothingleftof the ox that had been finished 
the day before, save the head, which had hung upon 
tlie outside of one of the carts for four days, and waa 
in a decomposed state. The sight of the filthy cra- 
nium caused mo to wonder why it was not throwa 

,;cK,sic 
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away, for I never dreamed that it ivas inteoded for 
any ase ; bnt it was not to be wasted. 

We had not eaten anythiiig eiuce the moroing of 
the previoua day ; but at noon a halt was ordered, a 
quaotity of dried argols of cattle w»ire collected, a fire 
■waa kindled witli flint and steel, which tbe herdsmau 
always carnes in bis belt, and an oíd iron kettle, be- 
longing to one of tho carts, waa partly filled with 
water, and placed above tbe coala. When it waa 
propcrly adjusted, tbe men piled tbo dry diing around 
the bottom so as to retain the beat beneath it, and 
soon tbe wat«r was hubbling and beginning to bou. 
The oíd and decomposed head of the ox was now 
bronght tp the fire. Its conteats — the brains, tfcc — 
were seooped ont, and thrown into the pot, and with 
the addition of a little aalt the stcw was complete. At 
any other timo the sigUt of sucb a meas would have 
disgusted me, but things were changed now, and, faint 
with hiinger, I watched tbe boiling of the stew with 
no little interest. 

At last Facundo, the cook, wlio had stood besido 
the kettle during the whole time, and had occasionally 
tasted the dish with bis born spoon, and as often had 
declared it " excellent," summoned the party to dinner. 
I remember wel! that I scrambled wíth tho others to 
get at it, but I only procured a very smali portion, 
which I waa obligcd to awallow so hot that I ecalded 
my tongue severely. 

The meal waa finisbed in a mnch shorter time than 
I have occupied in describíng it, and soon each drivcr 
hurried off to laaso bis oxen, which tliey lasbcd to the 
yokea, and" we were again in motion. 

ii-s-,Mh,Gt)t)'^le 
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About tbree o'clock we drew up beside some rough 
hummocks of eaith to feed the caltle;, the country was 
more undulating, and vías here covered with wire- 
grass, which the cattle at once bcgan to fued apon. I 
had here a first v¡ew of the Sierra of Cordova, the 
boundary une of the provincca of Cordova and San- 

The patrón had pnrchased an oíd cow a íew days 
before at San Bernardo, and having stinted the men 
as long as possiblc, he now deeided to kill ber. This 
was no easy matter, for the cow was as stubborn and 
fiirious aa any bull, and had only been kept manage- 
able by attaching hor by a strap of hide to another 
anima! eqiially fierce and ungovernable. These two 
animáis had required particular care to prevent them 
from straying from the troop. 

Tbo strap tbat bound the two brut«s together was 
out asunder, and Don Manuel, the best gaucho of the 
party, BCt off in fuU chase of the doomed cow, swing- 
ing the lasso above bis hcad,"ani3 urgiug on bis horse 
by repeated applications of the enormous spui-s tbat 
adomed bis hcels. Wben within eight or ten yarda 
of the anima], the valiant don, with a fiercely attered 
ca-jo, let fly the lasso, and at the same time wheeled 
bis borse. 

The cow, üontinuing on her hendlong course, was 
suddenly brought up by the fatal noose tightening 
around her nock, and sbe went tumhling to the 
ground, 

It was a wonder to mo that the fall did not break 
her neck. She aróse, bewüdcred, to her feet, and for 
an instant pauaed ¡ but quickly divining the otmee of 

C.oogle 
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her entrapraent, she lowered her heail, and made a rwn 
at the don and his horse; but the little animal that 
he beatrode having been well trained, was iii a gallop 
before the cow drew near, and tbe lasso kept as tight 
as ever. The victim iiow uttered a loud bellow, aud 
chalad blindly at one of the cart-wheels: the forcé 
of tlie ehock witb which she strucb rendered her wild 
with rage, Sbe bellowed until the tightened iioose 
choked all utterancc, when ehe renewed her charges 
upon the men, horaea, aud carts. The patrón now 
cíilled loudly upon Maistro Ramón, ono of the leading 
men, and, mounting his mulé, Maistro galloped to the 

The cow etood at bay, toesing up the earth with her 
nose, and stamping wrathftilly with her hoofa ; but 
her new aesailant was a skilfnl gaucho. lie started 
her, and thrcw his noose around one of her hind legs, 
when, galloping in opposite directione, the two men 
tripped the animal up, and stretched her upon the 
ground. 

One of the peons faBtened her four hoofa together 
with a piece of hide, and another man officiated as 
butcher. With liis long knife he despatched her, and 
in half an hour ehe was skinned, cut up, and divided 
among the carts. Whon the mcat was cooked I ate a 
modérate -sized piece, and sti'oll«d away fi'oni the men, 
who wera gormandizing beside the fires, to watch the 
eurious feast that the birds of prey were making upon 
the refuse parts of the cow. 

Whether some of the birds of prey diacovcr their 

' food by mcaus of sight or seent, has long been an «n- 

settled quQstion, some naturalists affirming that the 
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former sense is thcir principa! gui<Íe, and othora that 
the latter 13 tlie only one, 

Auduboii,in his OmUhological Biography, gives some 
accouiits of interesting oxperinieiits that Le made with 
the turkey-buzzard, proviag that this bird is attracted 
only by the organs of visión to its food. Olber writera 
have offcrcd othcr observations, corroborative of Au- 
dubon's position. And I would here present a fact 
that carne to my obsei-vation, coreerning one of the 
most commoii South American birds, hclping to show 
that Audubon was correct in his opinión. 

Before tho cow was butchered, I eearched the plain, 
but Dot a single caracara {^Pohjborus Jírasiliensis), the 
well-known carvion-Iover of the pampas, was visible. 
There was no wind stirring, and had there been, the 
scent of the fresh ofliil of tho cow eould certainly not 
have been carried to any distance. But the cow bad 
hardly been butchered when a single caracara waa seeu 
on the horizon. He had hardly alightcd bcside tho 
ofi'al wheit another and another were distinguished, 
eoming in the path of the first. For half an hour they 
cootiniied to arrive, all eoming from one direction, 
and as one alighted upon the carcass another carne in 
view, fljirg Rtraight to the spot where the othei-s were 
collected. I remained watching them for a long time, 
and when I left there were at least iifty birds on tho 
spot, and tho iine of fllght was slill unbroken ; each 
new comer being greeted by the others with their in- 
distinct guttural ca-ra-ca-ral Now, of course, all theso 
birds had not been attracted by the sense of smell, for 
the supposition that the scent of the newly killed ani- 
mal could have travelled miles in a few moments ia 
ampl y prepostero US. CiO(íj;;lc 
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The birds mnst bave been flying in air, on the look- 
out for food, and, as they are gifted witb a most won- 
derful Vision, on seeing the first one hurrying in one 
direction, the natural infercnce muat have beeD — if 
bird3 draw infcrences — that he was hurrying to some- 
thing to eat. The birds nearest him followed him, 
othera íijllowed tbem, and they arrived at the elaugh- 
ter-ground in the order in which they started for it — 
the nearest first, and the farthest last. 

Perhaps a moro extended account of the caracara 
■will not be unioteresting to the reader. 

" The' caracaras feed upon anytbing that conaes in 
their way, gleaning carrion like the buzzards, and kill- 
ing other birds like the hawks. I even once saw one 
attack a lamb, but the oíd dam interfered, and after 
receiving some rebnffa frora the bird, eucceeded in pro- 
tecting her offipring from her enemy. 

This bird posscsses an unenviabJe repulation as a 
thief aniong the gauchos, and, aa it kills . young birds, 
lamba, even seizcs the game that the hunter has just 
killed, it is far frora being a favorite with any clasa of 
the peoplo. 

It inbabits an extended geographical range. I have 
Been it in south-westem Texas ana in most parta of 
South America. This pecios is the "Mexican Eagle." 
A fine bird, indeed, for the emblem of a nation ! — it ia 
emblazoned upon the Mexican fiag; but we of the 
Korth muat not be too critica], for we atill rctain upon 
our banner and coin that selfiah thief, ihe bald-headed 
eagle — the most relentless robber and pirate of our 
rapacioua birds. 

The caracara is sometimea found in company with 
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the Gallinazo {Cathartes atratus), also known to the 
people on the Plata aa the carríon crow. This latter 
bird Í8 found north of the Rio Negro in various local- 
ities, iiot being met with except near the rivera and 
damp plaws. I did not observe them about Buenos 
Ayres, but fonnd them afterwards comraon dwellers 
about the vicinity of Mendoza, along the b^ea of the 
Andes. The habits of the turkej-buzzard are so well 
known that I will not dwell further npon them here. 
I have noticed that the Bpecíes eeems to be tamer on 
the southem coiitinent than it is on the northern. It 
has the extended range of one hundred degreea of 
latitude. 

Though Bomewhat repulsive frora the offensive odor 
wliich it receives from its food, ihis bird is one of the 
most useful Bpecíes. As a scaveoger and remover of 
decaying animal matter in the trópica it is invalnable, 
and it is properly protccted and cared for in many 
cities. 

At Doon, April 6, we reached the monntain range 
that had loomed up before us for several days, and 
camped at its base. The sierra terniinated in low 
billa, baiTcn and deatitute of verdure, save where oc- 
casional clumps of dwarf treea grew about their bases. 
A little livuiet, taking its rise in the mountains, flowed 
down throngh a deep fissure in the soil, and afforded 
good water for the cattle. 

We romained at tlña comfortable eamp throngh the 
Teinainder of the day and night, but started early the 
next raorning. 

The monotony of our joumey was disturbed by the 
arrival and passing of a troop of aixty nuiles loaded 
10 
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■with little barréis of eugar and hkle balea of yerba 
(tea). This troop was driven by six men, and waa 
bound to Mendoza. Like similar partios, the troop 
waa headed by an oíd maro carrying a bell, the sound 
of wbielí keepa tbe animáis froin straying away. 

Though the mulé ia a etubborn creatnre, it faas a 
very etrong affection for the madrina, as tbe mare Í3 
called,and íbllows hev like a colt. I have often watched 
two lai^e troops approachíng eacb other from opposite 
directions, in sonie piace wbere tbe load was very 
naiTOW, as in a motintain defile, and have been sur- 
prised to witneas the absence of all bewilderment on 
tbe part of tbe animáis. Thougb bóth troops were 
crowded togetber, eacb mulé kept witb his owii party, 
and followed the sound of the madrina's bell, even in 
the darkest night. 

ílaving wound around the point of a sierra, onr 
earavan kept on until dusk, wben we camped for the 
nigbt, snpping upon beef and four arroadiiloa, whicli 
tbe peons had caoght duiing tbe day in tbe grasa. 

The armadillo is a singular animal, both in appear- 
ance and mode of living, Fonr speciea are found upon 
the pampas. In Buenos Ayres they are known by the 
general ñame oí pduda. Darwin applies this term to 
a particular spccies — Dmypus villosus. 

Tbe gauchos cali the female armadillo Mulita, which 
ñame Darwin uses to dislinguish a sepárate species. 
The male ia called Cinquizcho. 

As my readers doubtless are awaro, tbe body of tbe 
animal is protected by a coat of hard acales, consisting 
eral divisions, adapted to tbe locomotion of tbe 
">thed 



AEMADILL'OB. 



147 



with little tufts of hair wlüch grow out betweeii tho 
Bcaiee. The fcet and lega are short, ^ving the animal, 
■when walking, a -wadtUing gait, similar to tliat of the 
toitoJse. The toe nailsaresharp.andadmh-ablyebaped 
for rapid buiTo-wing in the ground. 

All the armadillos, with the exception of one species, 
which Í8 nocturnal In its hablts, are diurnal, retlring to 
their burrows at dupk, atid coming forth at dawn to 
feed lipón the roots of grass, Insects, woi-ms, &e. 

Their burrows do not exceed eight feet in depth. 
In these retrcata the female briogs forth four or five 
young, which follow her, soon after blrth, in her jour- 
neyings upon the plaina. When man approaislies them, 
if near a burrow, they retire into it ; b«t when they 
are distant from borne tbey endeavor to bidé in the 
grass «ntll all danger Is past. Whilo in moat locali- 
tles these anímale were fouiid, to the south of Rosario 
and Mendoza they were very numerous. The femalca 
of one species that I frequently met had two mamm^ 
1 thlnk the others had four or six. 

The flesh of the armadillo la whlte and delleate, aud 
has the flavor of young pork. The peons cook the 
animal by dlviding the two sbells at the jnnction, and 
burying the whole in bot ashes and coals, and allow- 
ing it to bake unti! thoroughly done. 

Darwin, in hia account of these animáis, eays that 
three species of armadUlos are found in tbia country, 
while a fourth species, the Mulita, does not come as 
fav south as Babia Blanca. Of these fií-st mentioned 
are the J)as7/pus minutuií, or Pichy ; the i>. viUoms, or 
Peludo; and the D. apar, or Mataco. The Pichy ia 
found soveral liuii.lred miles firther Ronth tban any 
speclea. Googlc 
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The Apar, comiiiOD¡y called mataco, ie remarkable by 
having on]y tljree movable bands, tlie rest of ita tes- 
sellated covei'ing being nearly inflexible. It bas the 
power of rolling itself into a perfect sphere, bke one 
kind of Englisb wood-louse. lu tbis síate it is safa 
from tbe attack of dogs ; for tbe dog, not being able to 
tako the whole in its moutb, tries to bite ono side, aiid 
the ball slips away. Tbe smootb, bard coverÍTig of the 
mataco ofibrs a better defence tban the sboit epinee of 
tbe hedgehog. Tbe picby profera a very dry soü, and 
tbe sand plaíne near the coast, where for many 
itionths it cannot taste water, are ita favoríte resort. 
It often tries to escape notice by squatting cióse to 
tbe ground. In tbo couree of a day's ride near Babia 
Blanca eeveral wcre generally met with. The instant 
one waa perceived it was necesaary, in order to catch 
it, alniostto tunihle off one'a bovee, for in the Roft soü 
tbe animal burrowed so qnjckiy tbat its hínder quar- 
tei's would almost disappear before we could aligbt. 
It Heema ahiiost a pity to kill eueb niee little animáis; 
for, ag a gaucho said, while sharpeniug bis knife on tbe 
bact of one (the gauchos oñeu use a portion of tbe 
armadillo'e armor for a knife hone), " Son tan mamoa " 
(tliey are so quiet). 

Another writer informa na that tbe armadilloa « hur- 
row to tbe extent of tbirteen or fourteen foet, deeeend- 
ing in an ahruptly sloping direction for some tbree or 
four feet, tben taking a sijddeii bend, and inclining 
slightly upward. Mmh of theír food.ia proenred be- 
neath the surface of tbe earth. Tbey possess carniv- 
orous tastes, and feed upon dead cattle, insects, Bnails, 
«nakcs, as wcll as upon roots. Tbe giant armadillo, 
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accordlng to one wnter, digs up dead bodíes in the 
burial groands." 

"When bunting these animáis," saya Waterton, 
" tbe first point is to ascertain if the inhabitant of the 
buiTow is at borne, which is diseoverüd by pnshing a 
stick iiito each hole, and watcliing for the egresa of 
mosquitos. If any come out, the armadillo is in bis 
hole. A long rod is thi-ust into the burrow io order to 
learn its direction, and a hole is dug in tbe ground to 
meet tbe end of the stick, A fresh departure is taken 
from tbat point, the rod is again introduced, and by 
dint of laborioas digging the animal is at last captured. 
Meanwhile the armadillo is not idle, but continúes to 
burrow in the sand in tbe hopes of escaping its perse- 
cutors, It cannot, however, dig so fast as, tbey can, 
and is at laet obliged to jield." 

While we were lying behind the fire, after supper, a 
loud, creaking nolee in the distance announced the ap- 
proach of a caravan iVom Mendoza. As it drew neai- 
our dogs commenced barking, and wero answered by 
the mulé of the euptain of the earavan with a loud 
bray. While tbe coneert continued, other mules and 
assea took up the strain, and our camp was "vocal 
with melodious'sounds" as the earavan carne in sight. 
As they passed I counted sixteen wagons heavily laden 
■with cargoes of hides, 

A fresh breeze from tbe east was spiinging up as I 
lay down on my bidé amid dogs and sleeping natives, 
and as I dozed away, it seeraed difficult to decide 
which of the two was the most agreeable bedfellow ; 
for as it grew colder, and a sbarp fiost carne on one 
dirty fellow crowded mu oif my hidc, and a still moro 
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filtby dog, covered with fleas, crept uniier my blanket, 
from the sbelter of -whielí no modérate effort of mioe 
could remove him. At last, becoming desperate amid 
dirt and ^ea^ites, I dislodged tbe ioti-uder by a kick 
Sharp enough to cause him to cry out, and arouse b¡3 
master Facundo, wlio waxed exceedingly wratbful ,it 
such demonslrations on his dog by a " gringo." 

Early tlie next morning the caravan waa on the 
march, and for an hom our toui'ie led over bigh hÜls 
and across one ennll stieam that flowed from tbe sierra 
behind us. After croesmg thcse bilis I observed be- 
yond, along the bases of some !ow mountains, a few 
fields of corn and a number of nuid buts, wliere dwelt, 
in all their ¡udoIence,a paity ofnatives—half Indiana, 
half Spanish, or Christians, as Don Manuel called all 
hie countrymen on the pampis 

As our troop trudged slowly along, some fifteen meii, 
women, and children followed in our track, offcring to 
sell corn, soft cheese, and a few loaves of bread, veiy 
small, and containing a goodly proportion of sand. 
These loaves had not been baked in tbe ashes after the 
more primitive fasbion of the country still practised in 
many parts, but in Egyptian-shaped pvena, built of 
adobes (sun-drled bricks), and plaetered witbin and 
withoat with mud. I purchased a sample of tbe bread, 
which preved even tougher than the meat of the oíd 
cow, and was not half as clean; but being a new arti- 
cle of food to ua, it preved a luxury not te be despised. 
One woman, who exchanged corn with the drivers for 
meat, presented me with nine ears of the corn. Know- 
ing from the experiences of the Jouniey, that ailer a 
feast comes a fcst, I Ih-l the ooni inüíde a paif oí boets 
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among the rest of my baggage in one oí' Uie wagons, 
and felt well armed agaicst tbe bungiy time that waü 
8uro to follow. 

Aq houi- later tho earavan halteá. Wliile the cattle 
were grazing, overpowered by tlie long walk under .1 
hot Bun, I lay down to take a short sieata, from whicli, 
on awaltCDing, I discovered tbat somebody bad carried 
off my littlo stock of íbod. 

From this occurrence I never aflerwards stored íood, 
but ate wbatevev carne ¡uto my possession. 

At doek two well-dressed travellevs, who preved to 
be Frenchmen, came ap to our encampment, and made 
inquiries regardiag the road, Tbey roported that eeri- 
oua trouble bad occurred near San Luis among the 
farmers, the Indians having cat the throats of foui-teen 
persona! Tliia intelligence caused much epeculation 
among the drivers, and, as before, a general glooin per- 
vaded the wbole conipany. 

As soon as everytbing was arranged in carap for 
any emergencies that might occur, I rollcd myself iip 
in my blanket, and soou forgot all troublea in aleep. 
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CHAPTER X 

FBOM RIO QUAETO TO CEERO MOKO— CONTINÜED. 

WHILE all around me sociiied to offür danger in 
some forra, I grew light^r at lieart every day 
that we further penetrated the country, for everything 
■was novel and captívating to the fancy. I was at last 
among a Btrango people, and their habita and mode of 
ufe, and the many incidents that were constantly oo- 
curriiig, were full of intereat to me. Although my 
heaj-t was light, and I tradged along cheerfuUy and 
with courage, my companione in the caravan were but 
little calcuLited to make the trip a pleasant one ; and I 
must say that they did not try to change their evi- 
dently dísagreeable naturo. 

The rations I i-eceived from the tall Santia gneño, 
my "protector and firm friend," were selectcd from the 
toughest and dñest portions of the meat, while he de- 
voured my living, and at the same time, at meáis, called 
the attentioii of the whole eompany to the uneucceseful 
attempts I nia<1e at mastication. 

At times, when indignation caused me to reply in no 
gODtle terms to their conduct, in a tongue different 
from theirs, I perceived my folly, for it only served 
to draw oat more jibes and greater insulta from the 
fellúws. 
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When we wei-e in motion,to avoíd uncongenial com- 
pany, I started in advance of the troop, and kept far 
ahead of it. Sonietimes I improved these opportuni- 
tiea to brood over the ill-treatment of the men ; but at 
eight of a wild animal, or a gaucho pursuiEg a colt 
across the plains, an instant revival of my spirits took 
j.lace, and my whole senses were awatencd to things 
arouad me. 

. I nsoally had enough to occupy loy mind ; sometimea 
I waa studying the habita of birds br insecLa, at othera 
following with my eyes the movemcnts of a herd of 
cattle, or gazing upon the mirago in tho distant horizon, 
in which our cai-avan was reflected with wonderfal dis- 
tinctnesa. 

I have said that the peona had not treated me with 
great frícndlinesa lately; but since we left Rio Quarto 
their coolness grew more noticeable, and at length I 
began to fear that we ehould not part without a col- 
usión, in which case I kncwl could depeod on but two 
people in tho whole caravan, the oíd Indian and the 
woman spoken of in a preceding chapter, 

Theae two had always treated me kindly, while all 
the othera had given me uneasinesa in some way or 
other. 

Beforo the troop had Icñ, Eoaario, my friend, Señor 
G., cautioned me against ahowiiig money, and I had 
foüowed his advice, having departed from it only on 
onc or two occasions, When near Rio Quarto, not 
wiahing to be thought penurioiía, I had imprudently 
purchased more than my share of the pumpkins and 
melone, which served to regale the peona at night, 
when collected around the camp-firea ; and this had 
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cauaei] tho ¡gnorant feUowa to suppose tliat there was 
mucha plata (much money) in my possesaion. Aud 
tliis was the cause of tlieir ill-feeling towarda me. 

Several times ihey were particularly anxious to know 
ií I had i'rieuds in Mendoza, and who werc the persona 
that wonld receive me on tlie arriva! of the troop in 
that town, I at last found it neceaaary to introduce lo 
tlieir condderatioa a cliaracter as new to myseif as he 
was to them. One night, when we were lying around 
the firea, I, after describing my home and friends, 
casuaJIy remarked that one of them, a medico, the dis- 
tinguished Dr. Carmel, of Mendoza, was anxiouBly 
awaiting my arrival, and that hia apprehenaions íbr my 
safety would increase until I reached the town. 

To the rcader whose conscience has never been sab- 
jected to violence, this subterfuge may appear unmanly ; 
but, in JTistice to myseif, I was obliged thns to impose 
upon the peons, and the resnlt fidly proved it. 

Under Dr. Carmcrs strong (prospective) arm and 
influence I foiind more peaceful houi-s, and suffered 
less ñom annojance thin if his ñamo had never been 
mentitned or if the \d!inous fellows had been lefl in 
thtir hiat behef which at the same time was correct, 
that I W13 a tuenlkss gnngo, to whom they might 
offer anv inifiilt without fear of punishment. In what 
manner waa I a sohtary stripling, to protect niyself 
again^t moit thm i seore of barban an s, in the very 
heiit of 1 couníry to the languages and locahties of 
which I was a total stranger, unless by subterfuge ? 

Bat my tronbles wero not yet over, 

While walking, as usual, one day, in advanco of the 

íarts, which carne alowly creaking behind, my attention 
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waa directed to Juaii,thc little son of myfcmalefiiend, 
who carne running after me. Juan spoke only broken 
Sfianish ; bnt upoii reaching my side he commenced a 
voluble discoui-se, wliicfi, however, I gave littlo notice 
to, eapposing it to be nieruly cbiWish pratlle. At 
length the boy took my hand, and demanded my at- 
tejitlon. 

From what he said, I could, indeed, glean but little ; 
but it waa enougb to confirm my suspiciona, which 1 
had had for some time, that some rascality was being 
plaoned by the drivers. From raispronouiiced words 
and broken sentences, I rcceived waniing not to eat 
with the capataz at tbe firo, — " Sta malo no come con 
e7," — and to be cautious when with the nien. Juan 
eaid that his motber had eent him to tell me this. The 
little fellow was about to commiinicate sometbing fur- 
tber regarding his mother, whea be saddenly became 
úlent, and squeezed my hand. I looked around, and 
beheld Chico, the servant of tbe capataz, elose wpon 
onr hcels; he bad stealthily approacbed, without at- 
tracting our notice. 

"Wby do you walk?" iaterrogated little Juan. 

To tbia question tbe swaithy Chico, balf ludían, half 
negro, made no answer; but ho uttered a ely laugh, 
that meaiit a good deal. \Ve walked on for upwarda 
of an hoiir, during whtch time tbe half-breed kept olose 
behiiid ua. 

Watching favorable opportunitiea, Juan informed 
rae ttat the capataz had sent his servant to preveni ua 
from converaing ; and seeing tbat he was determinad to 
remaia by ua, I at leogtb, with tbe boy, rejoined the 
troop. 
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When the caravan lialted for the night, I wa!ked 
over to the íire where tlio China woman was eeated ; 
but two or three gauchos from our owii fire foUowsd 
me, and cngaged che woman ia'converaatioo, 

In the aspect of affairs now, I confess I waa eome- 
what alanned, and more than ever felt tho want of a 
companion on whoni I could depend. The words of a 
foreign merchant, with whora I had conversed in Bue- 
nos Ayrcs, were recalled most forcibly to me. "My 
boy," he said, " you don't know whithcr yon are going. 
When you get among ihe gauchos, you will flnd mueh 
trouble and danger." And I acknowledge that I now 
felt he spoke the truth. 

The men still kept the woman aloof from me. I de- 
termiiied to take things coolly, and await events. 

Don Manuel carne to the fire late in the evening, 
and, taking his mcat in hia hand, gallopcd oif in the 
dark to see to the cattle. I now niisscd Don Josó, the 
patrón, whose protecting arm was to be my siippoi-t la 
danger. On inquiring of Facundo, my cook, he pointed 
offinto the gloom, and uttered the Spaiiish word "¿^s- 
tancia,''' by which I understood that the patrón was at 
flome one of the great cattle-farma lying off the road. 

I now felt that I waa uaprotected, indeed ; and when 
the hour arrived for our lying down to sleep, 1 was nn- 
certain as to whetber or not I should rcmain unmo- 
lested throiigh the night. But the time for the atterapt 
on my purse, if not life, bad evidently not arrived. I 
was permitted to fall aslecp, which I did at last; and 
our whole party evidently accompanied me in my visit 
to the iand of dreams, for nothing was heard among 
US, and no one moved (if tbey bad I would have been 
awakened in an instant) until dayljreak. C.Otl^lc 
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When the aun was just appearing above the horizon, 
the capataz carne galloping up to tlie carts, and soon 
the word was spokon to get up the oxen aod males, 
and prepare to start. 

I remained in the cart to write in my journai untii 
the ugly-riaaged Facundo appeaied to iníbvm mo that 
my breakfast was ready. As I approached the gi'oup 
that waa huddled aboiit the fire, ñot one of them 
deigned to notice me, eave one big fellow, who, witii 
an obsequiousnesa that I knew to be assiimed, pointed 
to tbe breakfaaL 

The stripB of meat had been removed from the fire, 
and the apit, in a sepárate piece, waa etuck iiito the 
gróund, waiting for me. This was an nnueual attention, 
for I generally ahaved my meat with the capataz, or 
with Facundo. Tbe capataz eat amoking by tbe fire, 
bat the patrón bad not yet retumed from the estaticia. 
I offered my Bteak to Don Manuel; but he courteoualy 
declined, appearing to lack appetite. He refused a 
Becond aimilar offer, and continaed smoking. 

Determined not to be balked by bira, as I wiahed to 
prove my euspiciona that niischief was afoot, I informed 
him that he lacked politeneea, and that I would not 
eat without bim. The efiéct of my worda upon the 
company was of auch a character that I coiild no longer 
doubt theh- intentiona. 

At length Don Manuel, aeeing that I saspected some- 
thmg, cut off li'om the extreme 'edge of the ateak a 
moutbful or two, and ate it, upon which I cut from the 
oppoaito eide a little larger piece, and ate it leisurely. 
I then cut off another piece, and, pretending to eat it 
on the way, loñ tbe party, and retired to tbe cart to 
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finish my writing, throwing tlie meat in the grasa on 
the way. 

FLñeen or twenty minutes paased, at the end of 
■which time I was compelled to put aside paper and 
pen, for a strange eensation of weaknoss carne upon 
me,renderíng me unable to movo — a helpless prisoner 
in tho cart. 

Violent pains, that racked my head, were followed 
by strong vomitive symptonis; but I was still helplesa. 

While the oxen trere being harnessed, I made a 
eecond effort to leave the cart, but I could not rise. 
Soon the villanoua Facundo ectered, and, bidding me, 
in no gentle toiies, to keep quiet, and not kick around, 
he started his oxen, and, with the reat of the caravan, 
we were again in motion. 

I goOn fell into a delightful sleep, and dreamed moat 
pleaaant drcams. At one momcut I was inoving 
through the air, liglit, frce frora human bonds, a vory 
spirit; my whole aenees were intoxicated with most 
delicious senaations. Again I beheld most beautlful 
TÍeions aad most gorgeous colora. At lüst I eeomed 
to have been transported back to my oative village, 
and kind fiiends were groiiped around me. The voice 
of welcome greeted me, all trouble aeemed ended. A 
elear, sweet voice sang a well-remembercd aong, whiclt 
eeemed to be the veiy essence of melody, eo ravish- 
ingly did it M\ upon my ear. 

Gradually the voice grew indistinct, then loud and 
harsh, and I retumed to conaciouaneas to recognize the 
toaea of Facundo, who was singing to himself, Hía 
discordant worda were uttered in a long-drawn cadenee, 
oommencíng in a low, moumful strain, and euding with 
ii couplet and groans. Gotwle 
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The foUowing syllables wlll give an idea of his song. 
They were repeatcd so many times that I shall liardly 
forget thcm : — - 

"Quo pur mano jepe — oh — iii — OUGH. 
Ya, ke, pur, se, va, juli — oh — oa — AH — OUGH." 

Facando continued gi'oanlng, eitlier for his own 
iileasure or for niy discomfort, during the greater part 
of the time that I lay sick íd the cart, 

At our flrst stopping-plaee, about two hours after 
breakfast, tiie woman sent rae, by little Juan, a tea that 
she had preparod fiom eome herbaceous plant of the 
pampas, to gather which she had waUted all the morn- 
ing behind tlie earts, 

I felt miich betler añer drinking tho tea, but did 
not entirely recover from my suddcn illness for several 
days, I aubsequcntly learned that it was not unusual 
for the Santia gueños to revenge a fancied insult, or to 
annoyone whom theyhave a dislike for,by administor- 
ing poisOD, sometimes in sníficient quantíties to de- 
stroy life, and at other times in a quantity Bufflcient to 
produce only sickneas. They had andoubtedly taken 
advantage of the absence of the patrón to treat me aa 
they did. 

Tbe first time I eallied forth from confinement I waa 
recelved in a characterietic manner by the diivers, who 
clapped their hands to their stomachs, and questioned 
me with impndent gestores if I was uot ill, and what 
waa the trouble. The good woman only said, compás- 
sionately, ^'■Pohre cito" (poor fcllow). 

Dnring my sickECsa I continued to write daily, much 
to the aiinoyance of Facando, wbo looked throateniogly 
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at my notes, as if he suspected his ñame was there. I 
even wcnt eo far as to ask hiin how he speit his ñame, 
which was a uselesa question enough ; íbr had he been 
disposed to inform ine, he could not, siiice he know 
uot one letter from another. 

My illnesa cost me but little time, and Iwassoon 
able to resume my pedestrian journoy, and by night of 
the same day I ivas nearly well. 

Our journey had been through the day aeross a hüly 
country. As evening drew near, we reached a water- 
ing-placc, wbieh afforded an abundance of feed around 
it, and the caravan was halted, and camp prepared. 

At süpper I was cautious to eat only of the food that 
I saw the others partake of, which they observing, I 
noticed that glances and meaning smilea ivere ex- 
changed among them. 

Early the ntxt morning we were again in motion. 

The country was etill broken, and we met several 
deep gullies, which we crossed with great labor, it beiiig 
-necessary to attach extra yokes of oxen to the carts to 
effect a passage. One of these gullies was so danger- 
ous, on account of the steepness of its sides, that a paír 
of oxen wei-e fastened behind the cart to prevent it 
from gaining too great a velocity in its descent. 

Near this latter pasa was a five by six stone hut, 
roofed with sticks and mud, which served as a post- 
house, where tho gaUoping coniier reccives bis fresh 
horse. Two woineo, with low foreheadg and beavy 
features, carne ont of the cabin, followed by an oíd 
man, the postmaster, to stare at us, and inquii-e if the 
drivei's had any sugar or yerba to exchange with them. 
For what articles they proposed to barter I could not 
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coDceive, as tlie opun side of tho luit ehowed aii interior 
düstitute of everythmg like comfort; for il contained 
only an oíd hide and bedding, and one cbeeso, that 
vested upon a swmgiag shelf made of canes bound to- 
gether with hide tbongs. 

Like many of the poor gauchos, tbe postman emokcd 
bad Tueuman tobáceo, rolled ap in a narrow pieee of 
corn-leaf, a material that ia preferrcd by eome to the 
coarse linen paper maniifactured in Europe for tha 
Soutb American market, 

Among the hills that bounded-oiir northern hoñzon, 
and which some travellers wowld classify as mountains, 
tbe wind blows almost constantly with great forcé from 
various quarters. The smallest of the hills were well 
grassed over, and wherever the nits enteied the soil 
near tbem ¡t showed a sandy grave!. Upon the phiina 
to the south was the ricbev pasturage, with a soil bet- 

ter fitted for cultivation. 

At night we cncamped cloae liy the hamlet of El 

Moro, sitnated, as I believe, not far fi'om the foot of 

Cerro Moro, a chain of low mountains. 

At daylight the next morning the caravan wound 

down among the hills to a level pampa, with barren 

mountains to the nortb. 

The Mendoza diligence paasod, drawo by sis tired 

hoi-scs. Besides drawing his sharo of the weigbt of tbe 

carriage, each animal caiTÍed upon bis back a postilion, 

who did not fail to use wbip or spiír as necesaity de- 

manded. 

The plain that we were opon waa covered with im- 

mense piles of decomposed granito, how placed in such 

nositions it i3 difBcult to surmise. The thorn and 
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algarroba tree grew abundatitly. Our course for thu 
remainder of the diiy coiitiniied ovor the pampa, with 
hills growing more distbct each houi- iii t!ie distance ; 
a strong wind blew steadily from the Cerro until dai-k, 
when it died away, and a calm, lovcly nigbt succeeded. 

Tbe following day we kft the plains, and ti-avellcd 
thi-ough a hiliy country, whicli giadually becamc more 
and more irregular as we approached the River Quinto, 
■whieh stream we reached about noon, and halted on its 
banks for dinner, 

The country iiear the river was eandy, and covered 
with scattered thom-bushes. The banks of the Quinto, 
at the ford where we camped, were high, and almost 
perpendicular. The bed of the river appeared to be 
formed of quieksand ín agitation, and the eurrunt waa 
very strong, A few mud huta were cióse to tJie ñvor 
on each sido, and thelr occupants had a great quantity 
of beef cut in stripg, drying for winter use, together 
■with sliced pumpkins, which two articles of diet form 
the principal eupport of the people; the sterílity of the 
soil will not Ruppoit a healthy crop of com. 

Large flücka of paiTots, of a species that dig holea in 
the banks in which to deposít tlieir eggs, like our north- 
em bank swallows {Ootyle riparia), filled the air with 
Joud cries, and gave eome appeai'ance of life to the 
Bcene. The town of Rio Quinto was not far off; but 
as the road lay in a different direction, I did not get a 
glimpse of It, but, judgingbythe few lazy nativos that 
I saw, who appeared as if laboiing under mental de- 
rangement, with two prominent traita visible, — selfish- 
uess and idlcnesa, — I did not feel that I Waa loúng 
much in not vieiting the place. , -- . 
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Dinner over, we preparcd to move. Crossing the 
river, we fonnd tlie ascent of the opposite bank tho 
most difficult to euvmount of any obstacle we had inet 
on the road ; great oxertiona were made to get the 
cart.8 up the vise, acd the oxen were most tembly 
goaded by tbe drivera. One peón, witli loud impreca- 
Uoiis, tlirust hls goad into an animal so far that it could 
not be withdrawii until the iron was pullcd out of the 
goad-stiok, wben the man cauglit it, and jerkcd so 
fiercely, that wheii it carne from the woand the blood 
füUüwed it in a littlc streani. This cxhibition of bru- 
tality afforded satisfaction to the otlier drivers, wbo 
laughed at the fellow as he cursed tlie ox for being the 
cause of the breaking of bis new picano. At last we 
■were all across the river and in motion. 

The bigh plain upon the opposito side was covered 
■with thorns and algarroba, save here and there eome 
spot more fertile than the rest, wbich sustained a 
growth of coarse grasa. la wossing this traet the 
wheeis of tbe carts sank into the deep ruts to the hubs, 
and rajsed cloads of diist that were almost choking. 

I covered myself with a wooUen poncho, for I wcll 
knew that it was doubtful if an opportunity to bathe 
would agüin present itself beforo we reachcd San Luis, 
the great town of the interior. During tho aílerooon 
a little boy passod us, driving to bis iiouso by the river 
a flock of goats and sheep; the last-named animáis 
looked veiy ragged, from the cuetom of tbe people,who 
BtiU adhere to the okl practico of pulling out tho wool 
from the skin instead of shearing, at such times and m 
such quantities aa they need it. 
As the moon was a few days oíd, the caravan kept 
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on iiotjl eigíit o' dock, when it etícamped on tho tra^ 
vesia. 

The cattle wei-e driven a loDg distance from tho road 
to feed, but no pasturage was to be had, and at about 
one o'clock I was aroused by tbe approach of the cattle, 
and the loud cries of tlie drivers, who shoutcd "Fuera! 
fuera!'" as they drove the teams to the cartg. 

The moon had set, and the night was very dark ; but 
the nccessity of moring at once w as obvioua, for thei-e 
was no water ñor grass to be had for many miles, and 
both niust ncceesarily be obtained at the earliest mo- 
ment fpr the hungry and thirsty beasts. 

We got nnder ivay at once, and travelled by land- 
marks with which the drivers were acqnainted. As we 
moved along the plain, the noise of the caravaii aroused 
hundi'oda of parrots from a roosting-place among the 
branchea of a clurop of algarrobas. An ludían stam- 
pede could not Iiavc created a inoi'e eonfused orlouder 
noise tban that of the frightened parrots, as they bov- 
ered over us ia a cloud. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

SAM LUIS AND TttE SALINE DESEET. 

WE travcUcd througli the remainder of the night, 
and until near eleven o'cloek on the follow- 
ing day, when we encamped at a place in wliich there 
ivas a falr pasturage and some water. Here we tar- 
ried until the morning of the ncxt day, when we fiUed 
oor vessük with water, hamessed up the teams, and 
atarte d. 

Our course lay through a country that was dreary m 
the extreme, and we had no incidents or experiences 
that wcre worthy of a notice herc. 

My readers have found in theae pages so many men- 
tíons of a cevtain individual, the capataz, that they, 
perhaps, would like to know him better, 

Ab capataz, Don Manuel Montero commanded the 
troop when the patrón, or owner, was absent, and hia 
servioes as baqvsano, or guiáe, wcre of the utmost im- 
portance to the welfare and success of the caravan. 
Don Manuel had not the swarthy complexión of the 
Indian peons, but could prove his superiorily of birth 
and family in comparison to theirs by a hue that would 
have been pronounced in the United States decidedly 
yellow, that is, if his physiognomy conld have been di- 
vested of divt so as to exhibit the true color j.for tho 
*.. Otilóle 
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don lovetl not puré water esternallyaiipüed, and wonld 
hiire bcuii but a poor patrón of hydropathy, even conld 
he have been convinced of Ít8 wcnderful virtnes. He 
■was of middie etature, and sat with great dignity npon 
h¡8 pampa steed, which he rarely left during the day; 
for, being a trae gaucho, lie always kcpt the tiaddle ex- 
cept wlien be was eating or sleeping. These two 
necessary duties he attended to while reclining on the 
grouod — a poaition that he always assuined when off 
duty, To sleep within a hut or cart was beneath his 
gaucho dlgnity. 

His hau" hung in loDg blacfe locks, excelled ín jetti- 
nesB only by those of Facundo, niy cook. His toilet 
was attended to at suuh times as the same operations 
were necessaiy for the comfort of hÍB dog Choco, when 
master and animal shai-ed the use of the same toilet 
aiticles. I might wríte a treatise upon his comb, in 
whicb I could speak of its decayed and broken parte ; 
of ka histy and lively inhabitants that played hide-and- 
seek between tho teeth ; of a brawny, lively creature 
fi-om the liair of Don Manuel struggling for mastery 
with another from the shaggy coat of dog Choco. 

As a giiide the don's ekiJl was unrivalled, Like most 
baqueanos he was grave and roserved in mauner, and 
converged but little with the other gauchos. 

He was familiar with every mile of the road from the 
bauks of the Pai'aná to the rocky bases of the Andes. 
He could not, líke the geographer, tel! the exact longi- 
tude, in numbers, of the principal towns of the repub- 
lic, but he knew where they wero sitiuited, and could 
travel towards them without missing the true direo- 
tion in the darkest nights. ("nnalr 



Don Manuel nover offcrcd his advice in a boiateroua 
inanner, as though in authority, but quietly said to the 
patrón, "Three leagnes to tlie right of the roa<3 are 
aboiit tbiily squares of good grass, and fartlier on to 
the Icñ Í8 a amail lagoon of water not yct dríed up." 
His word was always respected, and the usnal answer 
of the patrón was, "Do as you picase, Don Manuel; 1 
llave confidcuoe iii your judgment." 

A native áuthor gíves the Ibllowing dcscription of 
the baqueano, which wiU correctly apply to Don 
Manuel : — 

" If lost upon the plaio, he disniounts, and by exam- 
ining the soii decides upon his latltude, and tells his 
conipanions the distanee that they are fi-om habita- 
tions. If this is not enough, he pnlis grass fi-om differ- 
ent localities and chews the roots, decides apon their 
proxiroity to some pond or rivulet, fi'esh or salt, and 
departs in search of it, to decide upon his position. 

« Genei-al Rosas can tell by taste the grasa of every 
farin south of Buenos Ayres. 

"The guide likewiso atinounccs the nearness of the 
enemy when within ten miles of him, and the dlrection 
fi^m which he is coming, by nieane of the raovements 
of birds, and by the deer and wüd llamas that run ia 
certain directions. When the enemy is near at haod 
he observes the diist, and by its thickness couuts the 
forcé. He says they number two thousand, five hun- 
dred, two bundred, as the case may be, and the chief 
acts aoder this instruction, which is almost invariably 
correct. 

"If the condora and vultures fluttcr in a circle in 
the air, he can tell if there ave aiiy persona hid, or if 
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there js an encampoient recenlly abandoned, or if tlie 
cause of their movemcnta ie merely a dcad animal." 

Snch is the truo baqueano, and sucli was Don Man- 
uel. At noon we halted near a couiile of cerros, the 
commencement of the San Luis chain of mouiitaina. 
The peona killed au ox, but as there was no grasa for 
the cattle we did iiot remain long eiiough to cook an 
asado. This was the more aggravating, since we had 
nene of us eatea auything aince the moraing of the 
previous day, 

At two o'clock the caravan again halted — thia time 
to water tho anímala from a atream that flowed through 
a quebrada (valley), along which were scattered a few 
ranchea, whose inhabitanta lived on pumpkina and 
poriidge, the latter being valued at one real per qiiart. 
A troop from Mendoza passed ua at this encampment, 
and I took advantage of the opportnulty to get rid of 
some cut reaJs, that are cuiTent in Rosario, for aeveral 
bunches of grapcs. This troop had also jiacked lu 
■wicker basketa oranges and figa, a quantity of which I 
purchaaed to divide with niy fricnda, the oíd Indian 
and the squaw. I ofieied a bunch of grapea to Fa- 
cundo, but hia sour disposition .would not allow liini to 
accept. 

From the river tho road wound ovcr a plain abound- 
ingin thorn trees and cacti, Hcre also grew a low 
plant beaiing red berries, and i-esembling peppers in 
taste. The fruit was eagerly sought for by the peons, 
who, throughout the remainder of the jouruey, sea- 
Boned their stewe wíth it. 

At the end of the plain the barren mountaina of San 
Luia rose abruptly, and seemed to form a bai: 
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farther progresa. We entered a narrow cleft iii the 
chain, and wound through it for an eíghth of a mile, 
tlie voices of the drivers echoing among the rocks with 
fine effect. But great was my sTirprke when we passéd 
fi'om the defilo to an elevated plain, to see etretched 
out below US the town of San Luis, with its whlte 
■plasteied dwellings, half bidden, and shaded by tall 
rowH of poplara, and groves of gi'een willows. It 
brought to mind the daya of the conquest, so finely 
described by Préscott, and I pictnred the city below 
me as another Cuzco, iñhabited by tbe children of the 
Incas. 

But this was not all. Another sight caugbt niy eye, 
and filled me with joy. Far in tbe distance a dim, 
blue line, pencilled upon the beavens, told me that I 
had obtained my firet vie* of tbe Andes — tbat mighty 
range of mountains wbicb traversea two continenta 
and a dozen countries, tbongh known by difierent 
ñames. 

What emotions were arouaed witbin rae as I gazed 
at that faint etreat tbat seemed fioating in the air, for 
below it all waa enveloped in clouda ! What -visions 
it awoke of steep precípiues, dark gorges, and ruehing 
Btreams of water ialling in oascadea from heights nnat- 
tainabltí by man ! I pictured myself in the act of toil- 
ing up a nairow patb, or sliding down the aidea of a 
cerro on the anow. I longed to be thcie, and won- 
dered whetber from tbe lofty aumrait of the Cordillera 
I shonld be able yet to gaze upon tbe diatant waters 
of the great Pacific. 

Above tbe hazy line two points aróse into tbe cleareí" 
beavens, and from their sublimo appearance particularlv 

Cioogle 
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attracted my attention. The liigbest cf t^oae peaks, 
which lies to the north of west of Mendoza, was tiie 
famed Aconcagua, whicli, rising above the líne of eter- 
na! snows, attains an elevation of twenty-threo ihousand 
nine handred feet : higher by two tlioaeand five hun- 
dred feet than that monarch oí' the Andes, Cliim- 
borazo. The other peak liea to tbe eoulh of Acon- 
cagua, and runs up sharply into ttie heavene. It has 
been meaaured by a recent traveller, who givea it an 
elevation of tweuty-two thousünd foiir hundred and 
fifty feet abovo the level of the sea, or not so high a« 
Aconcagua by fourteen huadred auil fifty feet. 

Aa I víewed tbe distant picture with enthusiasm, tbe 
caravan tbat carne lamberiog behind waa forgotteu, 
nntil a rough shake, and the words, «^sía dormicn- 
dof" aroused my attention. Xooking around I beheld 
the grinning featnres of the capataz, who exclaimed, 
" Za OordiUei-a de loa Andes, que cosa tan riai ! " 
(The Cordillera of the Ande?, what a rich tbing !) 

As we descended to the town, a party of equ estría ns, 
male and female, passed on the canter, and entei-ed 
before us. The caravan encamped alongside the mud 
wall that defended the property of the inhabitants, and 
I reraarked that tbe women who visited the troop did 
not come as veuders of pvoduoe, hutas visitora, These 
femalea wcre gayly and taatefuliy dressed, but their 
moral8_wero questionab!e. As tbere wcre no seatB 
near the firo, our capataz gallantly offered one of tlie 
fair visitoi-s hÍ3 hat for a substitute; but she, with the 
others, preferred their own raode of eitting, and squat- 
tctl, a la Turque, upon tbe sand, where they tanda 
ihemselvea sociable, and wbcn supper was ready joined 
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in the mcal, eating their meat without knivea or lorks, 
but using their fiogcrs iustead. 

San Luis is tLe largest town upon the road from 
Rosario to Mendoza. It ia tho capital of the province 
of the same naitie, and contaiua about two thousand 
iiilialiitants. This place has varied greatly in its popa- 
lation within the present centuiy. In 1825 it had two 
churches, now it has but onc, and this, I afterwards 
learned, waa not well supported — which fact accounts 
for its being so immoral a place. 

For many years San Luis had beeo govemed by an 
oíd, ignorant fellow, just euch a man as Rosas was ac- 
customed to place over the iiiteríor provinces, in order 
that they might remain in a Oegraded state, and thua 
be more sabmissive to bis power. A new goveraor, a 
man of education and energy, had taken the place of 
the oíd one JHst removed, and under his influenee it 
waa hoped that tbe condition of tbe peoj)Ie of the 
provinco might be improved. Formerly a tax of fivo 
dollars was imposed upon every cart that passed 
through the province, but it has been lowered to a 
more reasonable eum. 

No town on the pampas has siifTered from ihe depre- 
dations of Indians as San Luis. Whiie I was in San 
Juan, two or three months later, I became acquainted 
with several Púntanos, as the pooplo of this place are 
called, and frotn them received mucb Information re- 
giirding these encroachments. 

The Indiana usually surprise tho town about an 
hour before daybrealt, and not only seize what property 
they can remove, bnt also cany oíF into captlvity the 
wives nnd listera of the mnle jtortion of the inhabit- 

Google 
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ants, 'Wliile one party is engaged in sactíng tlie 
town, another pai'ty drivea off all the mares they can 
fincl, as mai-e'a flesh is used as food among thom, and 
if they take horncd cattle, it is only to eell them Ui 
Chilenos, wbo cross the Andes by the most southcru 
pasa — the Planchón. Great numbcrs of women and 
children have been carried off during these frays. 

Thei'e was living iu San Luis, at the time our troop 
passed through the place, an oíd woraan who was 
Etolen when a chüd from he"- frienda. She lived maoy 
yeara with her captors, eei-^ing them as a menial, or 
elave. Twice ehe attempted to escape, but eaeh time 
was- retalien, and for both attempts her feet were 
skinncd by tlie brutal eavages. She raade a third at- 
tempt, however, which was successful. Her captors 
were away, hunting guanacos, a fipeciea of llama, 
Secreting about ber person a quantity of dried mare's 
flesh, she set out for a little lake, telling the squawa 
tliat ehe was going to dvaw water. As soon as the 
lake was reached she struck out boldly into tbe pam- 
pas, sbaping her conrse in the dírection of San Luis. 

The Indians, fortunatcly, did not overtake or find 
her, and aíler many days of wandering, she fell in with 
some gauchos, who took her to San Luis, and restored 
her to her friends. 

Another oecuri'ence that was related to me will not 
be wilhout interest to the reader. 

During tbe California excitement a great numbcr of 
foreiguers accompanied caravans from Buenos Ayres 
to Mendoza, en rotiíe for the laúd of gold. Two or 
three of these caravans were troublcd by the Indiana 
while on tbe passagc to San Luis. 
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At last one troop of twenty carta, which was ncconi- 
panied by a large nnmber of foreigners, mostly French 
and English, started from Buenos Ayi-es, and as the 
men were arnied with double-ban-elied guns and six- 
shootei-s, they were contimially oii the qui vive for an 
oppoi-tunity to test their weapons against the long 
spGíirs and boliadorea of the Indians. 

Scouts were always on the wateh, but not an Indian 
was seen. At length, just before they reached the 
mountains of San Luis, they were met by flyinghorse- 
men and ten-ificd women from the town, wbo informed 
them that the savages were among the mines of La 
Carolina, some sixteen or eighteen leaguea to the 
north, and were plundeñng without merey. As the 
paity were debating as to their proper action, the news 
was brought that the Indians, harassed by a few troops 
sent by the governor, were on the retreat. The caravan 
was at once drawn Ínto a defile of the mountains, and 
tlie white men prepared for action. 

Soon tho Indians were descried coming at a rapld 
rate, in one body. Behind each savage were one or 
more female prisoners lashed to the rider. "It was an 
awftd sight," said the narrator of the story to me, " when 
we beheld the strangers' point tbeir long guns at the 
approaebing paity, among which were our friends, 
bound to tbeir reíentless captors." 

TJnaware of the prosimity of strangers, on carne the 
galloping party. Suddenly they foH back in confusión, 
but too lato for retreat, for the diseharge of nearly two 
hundred guns scattered death among them. In an in- 
etant the horaes were fi-eed from their savage riders, 
who lay upon the plain in the last agonies. ronulr 
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Greal credit waa gíveii to the fjreignera who had 
done such serviee to Ibe province ; and, fullowed by 
hundreds of the natívea, they marched tho carts into 
the plaza of San Luis, and there remainod eeveral 
days, feasting daily upon eight oxen that wero pre- 
Bented thein by the governor. My infunnant said thiit 
such waa tbe akill of tho atrangers in the nao of flrc- 
acma, tliat not a bird flew over Ibe plaza but it was 
Bbot while flying, rauch to tbe astonisbment of the 
townsfolk, who wlll never foi-get tho YÍsit of tbe 
ati'angere. 

At San Luis de la Punta tbe pampaa end. On the 
next inorning, tbe 27tb of April, wben we left the 
town, oar course lay over a travesía (desert), which 
was wooded, for the firat few leagues, with tbe black 
algarroba (mata-ffusano),'&ná many otber species of 
low thorn tvees and bushes. The road was filled with 
deep ruts, and as the beavy wagons paased along they 
raised elouds of dust, that made travelling an almost 
ioanpportable task. At nigiit tbe cattie liad to be 
driven some railes fi'oni the road to a place where a 
little pasture was found. We did not eat meat during 
tho day, but I found that many of the cacti bore a fmít 
at tbe top, whicb, tbough ncarly taatelese, waa better 
than notbing. Near where we encamped, tbree peona 
were looacning a patch of iand with tbe rougb plougb 
of tbe conntry. They were preparing to dig a recep- 
lacle for the water that falls during the snninier time, 
and just behind two or three ranchos wero two of 
these oíd pools, out of which oar osen and men drank, 
tho capataz payiog sis and one fourth cents per brad 
for oacb animal. The water could not have been a foot 
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m (kpth, and wlijit kept it from soaking into tho 
gi'onnd I could iiot tcll, as the soil was poroas rather 
tlian clayey. 

We rcsumcd our march on tlie following morning 
without aiiy breakfast, and kept on iintil nooa, wtien 
the cattle wei-o dríven to a distant paslure, and the 
pcons cooked an aaath. We agaiii watered the oxen 
at another dirty pool, paymg tlie same pnce per head. 
I was tbirsty, biit hefore I conld get at the water the 
cattle were crowded in the pool, and I returned to tho 
cart wkhont mj. Don Facundo furnished me with a 
bottle to fin. I gave ¡t to a dirty archín, who seized a 
Btick, and wading into the mnddy pool, di-ove the oxen 
right and left until Le h.ad space enough left to fill the 
demijohn. This he Bucceeded in doing, but the con- 
lenta were Buch a mixture that, to avoid swallowing 
dirt, sticka, (fec, I was obliged to etrain it throuoh my 
teeth. " 

I noticed in this part of the eonntry a species of 
cactus tbat had previously eseaped my observation. It 
growa about eighteen inches high, spreads out in large, 
broad leaves, and is fed upon by cochineal insects, 
which tbe natives gathcr, aiid sell at a low price. It 
bears a fruit which resemblea, in form and color, the 
pine-apple, and ¡a about twice the size of a hen's egg. 
Inside the sktn is a white pulpy substance, filled with 
small'black eeeds, and pleasant to the taste. 

The little pepperish bcriy became more abundant, 
and,takiiig advantagoof the opportunity, the peons put 
laj^e quantities in theiv stews, which rendered it so 
fiery to the taste that I waa frequently obliged to ga 
Bupperless, 
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The travesía whicli wc werc now upon was covered^ 
in grcater or less quantity, with a peculiar saline min- 
eral whidí waa new to roe. I saved a small qaantiiy 
of it, and when I returned to the United States, pic- 
sented it to a ecienüfic association, with the following 
accouiit of the locality in which it is found : — 

" This peculiar mineral is found mixed with the suil, 
in greater or less abundance* from San Luís de la 
Punta (a town on the western side of the pampas of 
the Argeritine Republtc, where the grasa plaiiis prop- 
erly end, and the travesía, or desert, commences) to 
the foot of the Andes. 

" San Luís lies in latitudü 3S° 16' south, longitude 
66° 27' west, and is the capital of the province of the 
same ñame. From this town westward the soil is 
almost worthless, until the River Mendoza is reached, 
where irrígation commences. 

" The soil ia very light and dry, and not in the loaet 
compact. This ia probably caused by the di-yness of 
the atmosphcre and abseuce of water; for when I 
crossed that part of the eountry, no water was found 
gave tbat which had been caugbt and retaincd in bolea 
in the ground by the natives. Stonea are rareiy met 
with, and wbere they are found I did not observe the 
salt. 

"Thero are several spots on tho travesía between 
San Luia and Mendoza furnishiiig a poor quality of 
grasa, which is fed upon by Ibe cattle which are driven 
across the continent to the coast, 

« With the exceptiou of these spots the eountry be- 
tween the above named towns, and extending many 
leagues to the north and soutb, is a desert waste. 
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covered with a low growth of thorn basheg and a íew 
siíecies of gnarlcd trees, some of whicli bear poda. 

" Tbe mineral ponctrates thc eai-th fi'om a few inchea 
to a couple of feet in depth. It is particularly abun- 
dant at certain pkcea east of tbe town of San Juan, 
whero tbe ground ia covered witb a ihin incrustatiou. 
It is bero that the reflection of tbe sun'a rays is ex- 
ceedingly painful to tbe eyes, and tbo inliabitanta are 
constantly affected witb inflammation of tboac organs, 

" The eoil for cultivation muet iirst be prepared, and 
the mineral removed. Tbe native method of doitig 
tbis Í3 very simple. The water ia conducted from tbe 
lítvera Mendoza and San Juan (wbich take tbeir riso 
in tbe Cordillera) tbrough an acquia, or canal, around 
sqaares of level land, at irregular intervala of time, 
and, to use their own expresaion, they wasb off tbe 
salitre (saitpetre). Then a plough, constructed of two 
pieces of wood, is brongbt into servico, and it íurns up 
fi'om six to eigbt inches of tlie soíl, wbicb goes tbrough 
tbe samo washing procesa as tbe firat. 

"Aílertwo or tbree i-epetilions of thia operatíon, a 
shallow soil is obtained, partially fi-ce from salitre, in 
which wbeat, clover, pumpkins, melons, ifec, are raised, 
The remaining salitre, according to tbe belief of tbe 
natives, is exhausted by successive orops, and after 
scveral years of tillage the soil is suitable for tbe vine. 
Oranges, peaches, quinces, olives, figs, &c., flourísb, 
Within a few years large tracts of land have been 
made exceedingly fcrtilo by tbe procesa above de- 
Bcribed, and could the Ngw England plougb be intro- 
duced there, tbe process would be iar more effeo« 
tive." Ciooj^le 
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The following aiialysis of the salt was raade by 
Dr. A. A. Hayo, of Bostoa, a genllcman well knowii in 
«clentific ciroles for the caro and aeouraoy mtb which ' 
ho condootB all analyses: — 

«The specimen was a white, crystalline sohd, formed 
by the unbn of two layers of salt, as otleu re.nlts frora 
the ovapomtioii of a salinc solalion, when the pelbcle 
foroied on the snifaoe falls to tbe bottom. Along the 
lino of junotion crystal faoets areseen, bnt the forma 
are iodistiiiet. These cryatals readiiy scratch calo 
spar, and disaolve without rcsidae in water, affording a 
solution, whiob.by evaporation at 150° Fahr, leaves 
the salt ivith some of the original physical oharactei-s. 
It readiiy paits «'itb . portion of water by heat, and 
when the temperatnie is raiaed to redncss, it fose, 
onictly into a transparent, colorless, anhydrona fluid. 
On cooling, an opaque, whit», crystalUno solid remains. 
In this climate the specimen attracts moisture, and 
thereforc bas not a Sxed amount of water constitu- 

ent. , , 

«It consists of water, sulphurio aeid, soda, magnesia, 

chlorine. Miüod with it are traces of crenate of iron 

and lime, witb sandy grains of earth. 
"One sample afforded — 
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"Three fragments fvom different masses were taten, 
and tlie ftllowing substances found : — 

Water, . 
Sulphato of Hoda, 

" " magnesia, 
Chloride sodium, 
Crenatea lime and iroo ) 
with silicio acid, j 



100.00 100.00 100.00 

" The varying amounts of water gíven are illustrative 
of the absorptive power of tlie salts in tbe attnospliere 
of thia place. Dricd at 90° Fabr^ the amount of water 
waa 15.20 in 100 parta, which esceeds by four parta the 
proportioii necessary to forai proto-hydrates of the two 
salts preseut. 

" Analyeis doea Hot show the two siilphates to be in 
defínite proportiona in the masses, but tbe crj-stala 
may be a double salt, composed of one equivalent of 
Bulphate of soda and one equivalent of sulphate of 
magnesia, each retaining an equivalent of water. In 
the masses, the closest approximation ia 42 parts of 
sulphate of magnesia found, ínstead of 46 parta re- 
quired." 

The communication presented embraces intereating 
faets. Tbese salino deserts cover extended areaa in 
different parts of South America, and, so far as the 
author has becn able to lenrn, the saline matter differs 
in kind atithe different pnints. Tho tendency of saline 
matter coutaiiied in any soil is to rise tbroiigh the aid 
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of moisture to the aurface, where, the water esoaping, 
the salt is deposited. This effect, contvary to the grav- 
- itating influence, is the most common canse of deserta, . 
and may be exerted everywhere when the evapora- 
tion of water from a given aurface becomes much 
greater than that suríhce receives in the form of rain 
aiid dew. The cultivation of saline deserts, by wash- 
ing down the saline matter, exhibits the opposite ac- 
tion of water in reatoring fertility, and it is by no 
means essential tliat the water should eontain.orgaoio 
matter to insure the full effect, as the soil of deserta 
generally contains all the orgauic matter of inaoy 
yeara' accumulation, 

An interesting inquiry naturally presenta itself to 
the traveller while crossing thís peculiar dcsert. By 
what meana was the salt deposited? Two thcoriea 
have been advanced by gentlemen who have viaited 
the travesiOy both to aeeount for ita preaence. 

Mr. Bland, the North American Comraissioner, who 
vieited the Argentina Eepublic in 1818, thinks that 
thcse plains "may have been gently liíted j«st above 
the level of the ocean, and left with a surláce so un- 
broken and ñat aa not yet to have bccn sufficifüitly 
purified of its salt and acid matter, either by filtration 
or washing." 

Sir W. Parish's idea of the oHgin of the salt is dif- 
ferent. He aays, " Eut ia it not more likely to havo 
been wasbed down from the secondaiy strata, which 
íbrm the base of the Andes, in whidí we know that 
(■Hormona beda of salt abonnd, partieularly in tlios» 
parte of the Cordillera where the greater numbcr of 
the rivera rise whiíjh run througb the pamp.as, and 
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which are almost all more or lesa ímpregnated with 
it?" 

While Crossing the pampas I occaeionally notieed 
that the water of some of the streams was brackish, 
but as we approached the Andes the water of tho 
rivera was puré, and free from salt. Tho San Juan 
aiid Mendoza Rivera, both of wíiich may be called 
great torrents, bñng down alluvial niQcl in tJieir cur- 
rents; but I never was able to detect auy eallne prop- 
erties either in the mud or water. The nativos, how- 
ever, have assurod me that there are many ealt minea 
in the Andes. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
ON THE TR4VESIA. 



ON the 28th of April our caravan crossod theRiver 
Desaguadero, and upon tho woBtem bank the 
peons killed an ox, and we ate for tbe first time eince 
the iQorntng of the previous day. At noon we reached 
the limita of artificia! irrigation, which ia carried on 
extensively iii the neighborhood of Mendoza. Along 
the road i-an a shallow ditch, four feet wide, and con- 
taining about two inches of watei-, which, when the 
canal is full, fertilices tho soil in the vicinity. 

Beyond the Desaguadero, forty leagues ñ-om Men- 
doza, iay the hamlet of La Paz, upon the outskirts of 
which we encamped for the night. Very different was 
tbis hamlet from the others we had passed, which. 
looked oíd' and squalid, the houses seeming ready to 
crumble in pieoee, and little vegetation, save in San 
Lnis, was to be seen. Here everything looked neat, 
and a degi'oc of comfort prevailed that wae refrcshing 
to the eye of the traveller whp had just croesed a dreary 
country. This comfortable and fresh appearance waa 
the result of irrigation, for very little rain falls on this 
great travesía, which covera many tboiieand miles of 
territory ín the provlnces of San Luis, Mendoza, and 
San Juau; and wherever tho w.ater of rivera can be 
C'.oo;,lc 
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tarnaa from their natural course to fertilize ti» broarl 
waste landí, thero litlle ípotB of verdnre appear, and 
the labor of the farmer i« croivncd n-itli sncccís. 

The n-hole towmliip of La Fas was dividcd luto 
.qimro paiitureí, around wUcli ran a wido canal. Along 
tbo bordcrs of thew graw tall poplar», that «or^ed to 
tenoe in and proteot tbo horda of oattlo that bad boen 
brongbt from San Lni. to falten on alfalfa, n apaoies of 
clover. Our patrón was so parañnoniona tbat be re- 
fnaed to pnrobaae good paatnrago for the oattle, whioh 
■were growing weaker each day on miserable fare, but 
ordered the oj^xHasto drive tbcm to o pieoo of waats 
land, npon whieh grew a ecanty supply of dry grasa. 

The next day we encamped a few leagiies beyond 
the vmage,where I bought,and sharedwith the peons, 
a conple of pnmpkins, some coarao bread, and a qnan- 
tity of dried Cgn, tbat had been brongbt from Mendoaa. 
Onr road the next day led throngb wood» of tbotns 
and algarrobas, and ocoasionally over an open plain. 

Jnst before dark we bad a fine vlew of tbc distant 
Andes, .-hiob too now distioctly visible. The most 
loíty peaks were covered with snow, although m many 
placea dark linos ahowed wbere the rooka remained yet 
uncovcred. 

The wind blew direct from the west, and coming 
from tbe snowy mountains, was yery chilly. All niglit 
I tnrned and roUed «pon my bido in great discomfort 
ftom the cold that bennmbed my limb». On the neil 
day, May lat, tbo peons atopped to kill an oí cloao to 
Las Casitas, a village largor and better tban the last 
nne we passed three days before. 
While tbe troop rested, a broad.faced, geod-lookmg 
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íeJIow becfeoned froni over a feuce of thorns and corn- 
etalks for me to come and dinewith him. I accepted 
his kind invitation, and he eliowed me bis liut and 
grounds ; the former was built of cornstalks, and waa 
weli thatohcd. 

Upon the rañers, that projected, and formed a plat- 
fonn outside the hut, were piles of di'ied pumpkine, 
melón 8, &c. 

He informed me that he had commenced improving 
the land one year bcfore, and by hard labor, he, to- 
gether with his wife ánd children, had a home, and 
■were more plentifally snpplied with Ihe comforts of ufe 
than any other rancho on the road between Eosario 
and Mendoza. 

The canal that ran past his hut watered beds of 
oniona, beans, garlie, and many other Vegetables not 
oñen found on the road. 

His wife, a dark-complexioned woman, with "-para 
servir á vd" weleomed rae to their cabin, and apread 
upon a trunk of an algarroba a small pioce of white 
cloth, and upon this placed a dish containing a stew 
of benns, onions, corn, and meat, well-seasoned with 
garlie. They would not reccive anything for their kind- 
ness, but when I left presented me with a fine pump- 
kin, which I in turn gave to tho peons. 

From this place we travelled veiy slowly nntil four 
o'clock, when we halted to feed the oxen. The peons, 
thoiigli they had eaten heartily three hours before, 
roasted large slices of nieat, and ate a quantity during 
the next half hour that wonld bave astonished the fol- 
lowers of Grabam. These people can go without eating 
for an astonishing length of time; but when an oppor- 
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tanlty offera for gormandizing, they will rival Claudius 
Albinus hiroBelf. I daré not mentionhowmanyBteaka, 
each averaging two pounds, Facundo coiild devour in 
a day ; Bor should I wish to state that he thougbt noth- 
ing of eating three pumpkins at a single meal. 

At duBk the creaking of wbeels and loud ctÍgs of 
men announced that a troop from Mendoza was ap- 
proachlng, and a young man carne galloping in advance, 
and greeted our patrón aa an oíd acquaiiitanco. The 
oxen of the troop, fresh from Mendoza, contrasted 
Btrangely with our lean animáis, some of which could 
acaree ly walk. 

The next morning we were on the road very eariy, 
for it now becamo evident that «nless our journey was 
Boon terminated our cattle would givc out; and the 
carta thus situated would be in an uiilucky situatíon. 

The next town was Santa Rosa, onoo the beadquar- 
ters of the Jesuíta, who beld religious sway over all 
the pampa temtories when the country waa under tbe 
control of Spain. 

The place was nothing more than a coliection of 
mud huts and corn ranchos. The inhabitants, however, 
Bupported a smal! store. 

The oiily aigns of lifo in tbe bamlet were from a 
party of women weaving, and two orthreo half-Indian 
^ris chasing a flock of goata and sheep. The country 
around the place was covered wilh low buahca, and, 
jadging by appearances, I concluded that the place bad 
Been its best days. Many poor families were supported 
by a flock of twenty or thirty goats and abeep, tbe lat- 
ter providing auffieient wool, (rom which thoir garmenta 
were made ; and as tlie goats breed twice a year, they 
Ci Otilóle 
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liad plenty of animal food to satisfy their wants. Be- 
yond tilia place our caravan'entered a etraight, broad 
road, sbaded with tall poplars, which were planted in 
regalar rows ou each side of the street, and afforded a 
pleasant sliade for tlie travcller. 

Following the road for two or thi'ee miles, we en- 
caniped for the niglit in Alto Verde, whero were the 
best houses seen by us since leaving Rosario. The 
frames were of poplar, and were -well put togetber, the 
roof projecting sufiiciently to form a veranda. Aü arti- 
cles of food were cheapeí- bere than at any of tbe towns 
paesed by our troop. Three or four large watermeloos 
were given for a medio (6¿ cents), and two loaves of 
bread for the same amount of money. 

Dming the day following we passed scattered houses, 
and large pastures of alfalfa, separated from each otlier 
by fences of growing poplars, Our patrón now felt 
compeiled to purcliase fodder for the oxen, and he ob- 
tained the privilege of pasturing them for the night, 
and until tho day following, for three dollara ; which, 
considering the nnmber of animáis (over one bundred), 
was a very emall sum. 

As we encamped in the highway, wo were disturbod 
in our elumbers all the night by the niimerous troops of 
luules and racing gauchos who wero coiitinually pass- 
iiig and repassing, while flocks of wild fowl flew over 
our carts, sliaping their course to the south. The fol- 
lowing morning we reached Villa Nueva. The roada 
were very sandy, which gave great trouble to the oxen. 
Eefore taking our last meal we halted for the night. 

On the Best morning we started very early, follow- 
ing a lonely road, withoat seeing ¡j- rancho. About 



noon we crossed the River Mendoza, which, at the 
placo of croBsing, was narrow,w¡th a current setting to 
the northward. I had some difiiculty in efEécting a 
passage without gctting wet, 

While the carts were foraiing a douhle Une, and coni- 
mencing other prcparations for halting, I disrohed, and, 
uudur cover of some slunted bushes, bathed in the cold 
stream. 

Tilia vas the third hath that I had enjoyed since 
leaving Rosario. The peona laughed derisively at a 
gringo who could not travel eight hundred miles with- 
out washing himself. These disgnsting feliows, with 
one or two exceptions, had not applied -water to their 
ekin for more than forty days, and did not intend to 
eíeanse themselves until the troop was cióse upon 
Mendoza. 

From a few rand housea heyond a rising ground, not 
far frora the river, carne several men and women,bring- 
ing peaches and melona in their ponchoa, together with 
baskets of native manufacture, filled with two kinds of 
grapes, one variety of whith waa the white Muscatel. 
At different points near this river my attention had 
been attracted by a dlsease very prevalent among the 
people, which exhibited itself in the form of a largo 
swelling upon the throat, and was called by the natives 
the cote (goitre). 

One poor fe!low,who had a very large cote, informed 
me that it was caused by drínking tho water of the 
stream, and that largo awellings had como out upon 
his thighs, from laboring severa! weeks in the water. 

A young cow that had been purchased on the road 

was the only tender meat that we had caten since leav- 

L'.oovlc 
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ing Rosario. The peons gorged themselveB iiotil they 
coald eat no more, and ate, perhaps, more than they 
wonld have done had not, the patrón been absent ; ho 
had gone to Mendoza in order to advertise iii the on]y 
paper in the proviiice that bis troop would make its 
entrée into tbo Plaza Nueva on the following day. 

Owing to our proximity to the gi'eat town, several 
of the Santia guefios cbanged their miods about abln- 
tions, and busied themselvea in making pieparations 
for the entrée. I watched their movements with con- 
siderable interest, for in making their toilet the comb 
of Don Manuel passeJ around the gi-oiip, and received 
generoua patronage, the üttle dog that belonged to my 
friend and the woman coming in for their share of ita 

The ball having once been set in motion, the excite- 
ment to appear neat becamo so great that Bome of the 
peons actually shook the dust out of their chiropas, and 
put on clean drawers, that liad been long kept for some 
great occasion. While the men beat their ponchos 
upon the wagon-wheels, the woman entered a cárt to 
make her toilet; and so changed ^vaa her appearance 
an houi- aftcr, when ahe appeared ciad in a new calicó 
droas, with her hair neatly plaited in two braida, after 
the fashion, formerly, of young girls in our own coun- 
trv thit I involuntai'ily raised my sombrero, which at- 
te t o il c very pleasantly acknowledged. But, as is 
nauílly the case with mothers, abe had expended the 
pnncipal part of her labor and finery upon her üttle 
girl whoee appearance had been greatly improved. 

An ho • before she had run along the banks of the 
nver barefooted, and with hair streaming in the wind ; 
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but now, with huir smoothly combed, and little body 
decked out in a gay tunic, her black eyes sparltling 
with fiiii, slie seemed to h;ive been transformed from a 
■wild Indian girl into an interesting little lady. 

Añer again eating, the troop moved on until sunsct, 
passing several düapidated houses, and two ov three 
dirty ^^)er£as (stores). Oiir cariipÍDg-ground proved 
tü be a bad solection, aa it was on a low plain, part 
raorass, and covered ,with tall weeda. The peons tríed 
to compel me to fill the jars with water at a pond, the 
direction of which they pointed out to me íh the dark ; 
but I infoi-raed them, through a little fellow that spoke 
Spanish, that, as I was aware of our proxiniity to Men- 
doza, all fnrthei- orders from them would be disregarded. 
Furthermore, I stated that tbore were people in the 
town which we were eoon to enter who eould converse 
equally well in English and in Spanish, and if they, the 
peons, attempted any more insulting acts, the raatter 
would be exposed. This answer they evidently did 
not relish, for they became very angry, and conversed 
amort^ themeelvea in thcir own language, evidently 
making thi-eats of some kind againet me, 

Beíbre retii-ing, I conversed with the oíd Indian, 
who was my friend, and he promised to receive my 
little property, snugly packed in a canvas bag, into his 
cart. 

The night pasaed without any ineident, and when 
dayligbt carne we were already on the marcb. As the 
troop was not to entev the town until the following 
müming, I partook of an asado for the last time, and, 
discarding my pampa eoeturae, and dreesing añer the 
fasliion of civilized men, I aet out in advance of the 
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uompany for Mendoza, ■which was tweive milea distant. 
The whole plain, oyer wbich our road )ay, waa covered 
with a curíoas bush, growing in clnmps from tliree to 
BIX feet in height, and bearing a yellow pod, resem- 
bling In shape a screw. The bouses tbat were scat- 
tered along the road were built in the oíd Spanish 
style. When within thrce or four miles of the town, 
a continuOHS line of buildinga coramenced, wliich was 
broken only by grecn pastures of alfalfa, suirounded 
by mud walls and exteasive vineyards, the vines of 
which bent to the gronnd from the weight of the fruit 

Upon the walls of the houscs, suspended from caaes, 
hung, drying in the suii, bunches of tlie fruit just racn- 
tioned ; and, seeíng a great number af casks and bárrela 
in almostevery yard, I judged that each farmer manti- 
facturcd bis own wine. 

Oranges, leraons, limes, peaches, and olives were 
every where abuiidant, while occasiunally tbe cye rested 
with pleasure upon a pomegranate, or palm-tree. 

Within the jards, surrounded by high encltfsures, 
were piles of melons and pnmpkins; and ranges ofjars, 
filled with olives just stripped from the trees, stood be- 
neath the verandas of the houses, 

The people seemcd very hospitable. Twice the pro- 
prietors of difíerent quintas carne out, and persuaded 
me to enter their residences and partake of food, say- 
ing tbat everything tbey possessed was at my disposal, 
and that tho foreigners received their great respcct. 

"How knew you that I was a foreignor?" I asked. 

"By your countenance and your walk," was the 

«piy- ,- , 
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Aq oíd man (letaj(ic<l tiie u long time to inquire the 
prices óf Norlh American goods. 

" What Í8 tbe valué of tliia aiticle in yoar country ? " 
he ¡isked, holding u¡> to iny view a cheap earthen mug. 

" About a medio," I replied. 

"What rogues!" lie excluimed. "In Mendoza tbey 
chai^ed rae lliree times that sum. Tell me, tViend, why 
did you neglect to bring sorae with you ? You would 
have been a ñch man soou." 

The day was the Sabbatb, wbich is rogarded aa a 
holiday iu this countiy. The pulperías by the road- 
side were thronged by the gauchos, some gambllng, 
and others daocing to the sound of the guitar, wbile a 
few lay draiik upon the ground. About two o'cíock, 
after leaping sfeveralr streanis of water tbat ran along 
the streets, I entered Mendoza, and, añer many unsuo- 
cessfiíl inquiries,found myself in the calle de comercio, 
' where I luekily met with a Frencbman who epoke a 
littlo Eiiglish, and to him made known my wishes re- 
gai'ding niyproposed journeyaoross the Andes to Chili. 

The Frenehman infbrmed me that an Englleh physi- 
cian,Dr. D., who had resided several years in Mendoza, 
and had ingratiated bíraKelf into the favor of the gov- 
ei-nraent, waa just the peleón to apply to, as he could 
givo me any informatíon rolative to the Chili road. At 
the moment the doctor himaelf carne up, niounted upoa 
a fine hovse, and returning from a visit to the coantry, 
I handed him the lettera given me by Mr. Grabara, 
and inquired if either of the two pei-sons to wbom they 
were directed were in Mendoza; he returned them to 
rae, rather bruaquelyaaying that he waa not an Amen- 
can physician ; and as for Mr. Alien Campbell, he had 
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left two luonths ago for Santa Fé. Jn as delinate a 
manner as possible, I iníbniíeil Di-, !>. of my object in 
visiting his ailopted coimtry ; that I was a. stranger, and 
unacquainted with the langu.ige, aiid hiuted that if 
Bome person conversanl with the dialect woiild maku 
inquines i-eg.irding troops of mules that inight be Itiav- 
ingforChili,hewouldbedoingme a favor that I eould 
iiot too highly appreciate. To this the doctor drew 
lúmself up stiffly, and rephed, impatiently, — 

"If you wish to croes to Chili, the only method of 
procuring nocesaai-y informalion is to inquire of the na- 
tive merchaiits, who oñ«n send troops across tbe Cor- 
dlllei-a. According to the last accouDts the moiintains 
were passable, though the Chili mail has not yot ar- 
rived." 

I answered, « Doctor, I am unacquainted with the 
language, save tbe little I have acquií'ed upen the road ; 
and if sevei-iil daya are lost by me in fruitless inqiiiry, 
the monntains will be cIoBcd, and I shall be obliged to 
reniain here for iho next sis months." 

" Yery welj," he answered, toiicliing bis horso at the 
same time with bis eílvcr spui-s. " It is only arnong the 
merchants that yon will reccive the iutbrination," And 
be was Boon out of gigbt. 

Tho Fi-euchman, wbo had been a Hí^teoer to the con- 
versation, exclaimed, energetícally, "Vat a tam fool! 
lie might speak one word, and find plentee males going 
to ChiSi: he mtich piifléd up with pr^cteeso. Come to 
my bome, and I will find you a troop of mules to-mor- 
row. I loves tlie Americans; they is tam goot fel- 
lows ! " 

On oiir way to b¡8 lodgings, my new acqnmntance 



Buddenly remembered that thore was a party of North 
Americana iu town, and at my requeat he led me to 
their house. They wero professional geiillemen, my 
giiide said, but of what particular branch of science he 
could not tell. Never was I more aurprised than when 
tlie Frenchman íntroducod mo to four young men, 
whoso flagj as ít waved above their house, aunounced 
them as the Circo Olimplco (Olympio Circue), from 
North America. The director of the company, Mr. 
Daniel H, of TJtica,'New York, had left the States fot 
México tbirtoen years before, aiid was witb the Ameri- 
can army through the war between the two republics. 

After peace bad been established, be freighted a 
small vessel, and, landing u[ion the noithern coast of 
South America, had eince travelled over nearly all the 
countriee of the continent 

Of the original number that left with hira, he was 
the only survivor. As soon as one performer had dicd, 
or retired from the profession, some etrolling proviatero 
was always found to fill the vacancy, 

While the company travelled ia tbe upper countries 
of Boüvia, Perú, Tíew Granada, an.l Ecuador, success 
foUowed them; for ailver is more plenty among the 
middle and poorer classes of those republies that abound 
in rich mines than in the Argentine Repablic. Here 
their good fortune deserted them. They had crossed 
over the vast pampa country, and, by giving here and 
there a granfuncion, had taken money enongh to sn- 
able them to reach Mendoza. Mr. H, iníbrmed me 
that he should foUow along the sierras of the Andes, 
and cross the great travesía that covers several of the 
upper proviiices, until he reached Potosí, and from Bo- 
13 
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livia the coiopany would cross the Cordillera to Peni, 
where better luck would eurely nicot them. 

Eeing the latest ai-rival from Nortii Amenca, I had 
to answev many questions, as tliey had not heard from 
that country sioce leaving the Paraná, twelve montha 
befoi-e, At dust a negro band played an alr that waa 
very popular in the TJnited Statca nine yeai-s before. 
With all tbe faeilities of coramunication that exist be- 
tween the two countries, the song and accompanying 
musie had just reached Mendoza, a town sapposed by 
its inhabitants to be first in the scale of civilization and 
refinement. 

The following moming I visited the Plaza ETueva, 
■where the carta of our caravan were dischar^ng their 
cargoes, aod received from tho o!d Indian my bag. 

We parted pleasantly, and I only regretted that my 
present to hira eould not have been as great, propor- 
tionately, as myregard for him. The patrón and capa- 
taz commeiided me to tho care of my Maker, and. 
■wished that many years might be added to my life, to 
■which civil speech I made an appropriate reply. Aa 
for the peons, they said nothing, ñor even comforted 
me with a eingle glance or nod of good feeling. 
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MENDOZA. 

TWO or three days were passed in inqiiiring for a 
troop of mules bound for Chili, but no inform.Uion 
could be obtained of any, and I añerwards learned that 
tbo last troop of tbe eeason bad Icft Mendoza on iho 
day after niy arrival, and bad barcly succcoded in 
reaching Chili with their uves. 

For twenty-one days the Andes were .envcloped in 
clouds, the dark and portentous appearance of which 
was terrible to behold. I passed honra of each day in 
watcbing tbe fierce temporales, as the natives caJled 
them, that carne roUing along the eunimit of the 
sierras from the regions of Cape Ilorn, coveñng, in 
their mad eai-eer, whole ranges of mountains in a man- 
tle of snow. To- bave attempted a passage at that 
time would have been certain death ; eo witb al! the 
philosophy that could be drawn froin in-emediable dis- 
appointment, I bemme resigned to my iáte to rcniain 
in the interior of tbe eountry until the genial sun of 
another spríng sliould melt the snow-drifta tbat bloeked 
up the pasees of the Andes. 

The oíd Spanish town of Mendoza is situated in lati- 
tudc 32° 51' eouth, longitude 67° 57' weet, nt the foot 
of the eautern dcclivitv of the Andes. It was laid out 
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¡n cuadras, or squares, tlie sidfs of which were one 
hundred and fifty yarda long. It contained, at the 
time of my vísít, ECaHy ten thousand inhabitants. Of 
the two plazas the Indepcndence wae the most cele- 
brated, beeause of the fountain it contained. This 
foantain, however, waa dry when I was therc, the 
aqueduet having become choked with leaves and 
Htones; it had beeu permitted to remain in this 
uaeleas state for some time, and I was of the opinión 
ihat it would still continué dry, as no attempt was 
made to clear it out, and no plan was discussed by 
■which it might in the futnre be again in operation. 

The Alameda, a much-talked-of pnblic walk on the 
uide of the town nearest the mountains, was resorted 
to by all elassea. An aitificial canal flowcd beside the 
principal walk, watering a row of fino poplais, beneath 
which were a few stono seata, where I often aat and 
watched the difierent classes of the Mendozinos prom- 
enading after the siesta, 

In a little niud hut, kept by a ChOino, I was sur- 
prised to find a luxury not ofteo naet with in southei^ 
oountrics. Ice was brought frora the mountains on 
mules, and the inhabitants were enabled to enjoy theír 
creams at a trifling expense. It was in the Alameda 
that I sometimos had a glinipse of the governor of the 
province of Mendoza — Don Pedro Pascual Segura. 
He was a man small ¡n stature, and this characteristío 
seemed tobe general in tliedifferenttraits of hia charac- 
ter, for he was of little enoi-gy, and had, consequently, 
little of the rascality of hia predecessors. He was iiter- 
ally sma.' in evcrythitig, as the foUowing incident will 
show. 
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The Mendoza band bolonged to the government, and 
Don Pedro had disposed of iheir services by contract, 
for a certain Bum of money, to the theatñca! company 
of Señor Rodenas, who had establiahed hitnself in the 
town a short time before my arrival. The North 
American Clreus Company carne into the place soon 
after, and the director presentad the goveroor his com- 
phnients and a scason ticlict to tbe performances. Aa 
the circus company wished to perfomi on tbe same 
eveoing as the company of Señor Rodenas, and by so 
doing could not obtain the services of the band, the 
goveroor, without fnrtber ceremony, brobe the contract 
with the tbeatre, and ordored balf the musicians to 
tbe house of the North Amencans. This unjust act 
greatly injured the nativo performers, who were poor, 
and had but just arrived from a distant part of the 
coimtry. 

The housca of Mendoza wcre one story high,and,un- 
like those of Buenos Ayies, werc built oí adobes, vihich 
were covered with mud and whitewashed. Thcse, like 
the dwellings of that city, had a dreary, prison-like ap- 
pearance. The patio, or yard, was in the centre of the 
building, and was accessible by a large, lioavy door, 
called the puerto-calle. A door from each room opened 
into the yard, where, in tho eummer months, the: house- 
hold, including servauts, usually slept, for the climate 
near the mountains has not the heavy dews of tho 
pampas. ■ The roofs were generally of mud, plastered 
upoa canes, bound íogether by strips of hide, which 
rested upon a rongh frame of willow, poplar, and a 
hard kiiid of wood i-esembling tlie algarroba. The 
adoles were made near tbe spot where tho building 
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was to be ereeted wheu eufficiciit material could bo 
procured. Mud, troddcn fine by horses and míxed 
with straw, was placed in moulds about twenty by 
eight ÍDclies, and Ibur or five deep, and, after being re- 
moved, tbe adobe ivas allowed to dry io tho sun's heat 
for two or thrco weeks. Outside the town a rough, 
squai-e biick was made, ivhioh served to fioor the 
houses of the rich, and was covered by a carpet of 
European manufacture. 

The town, at the time of my visit, was liberally sup- 
plied wíth churches, acd had a convent. The priesta 
boreamucb belter characterthan thoseof tbenoi-thera 
countries of the cootineat, as in most placea where 
Cathoüeism exista they have a strong influence over 
tho lower classes, and fil! the narrow sti'eets of the 
town with procMsions, much to the aanoyanee of every 
one who is obltged to kneol uncovered aa they pass 
along. One foreigner told me that when he entcred 
the place for the first time, be halted bia horee ¡n the 
plaza, through which a crowd of people wei-e bun-yÍDg 
with lighted candles and crucifixes. The priest observ- 
ing that he did not recognize, by bumiliatiiig himael^ 
the reopect due them, sent a vigilante, who threatened 
to rnn him through with the bayonet if he did not dis- 
mount from bis horse and kneel upon tho ground. 
There boing no protecting power nearer than Buenos 
Ayrea, or Santiago in Cbili, a foreigner must go through 
theee debasíng forms, do bomagc to man, or íeel the 
point of the bayonet or sword, " for theie is no pro- 
tection for gringos in the provinces. north and west of 
Buenos Ayres." 

This I had told me more than once by ofiicer8.of tliq 
C. Otilóle 
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government of this republic that pretenda to copy the 
prinoiples that liave beeii expoundod by Washington, 
Jcffúreon, Adame, and Lafayette. I always kept a 
brigbt lootout ivheii abroad, and the instant the shaven 
heads of the good fathers appeared I tui-ned the firet 
comer, and stopped not until two equares were be- 
tween üB. 

At a certaio scason of the year a mock Christ was 
crucified by the priests. Tho deluded people, believing 
it to be the true Savior, wept as they beat their 
breasts, and cried out with compassion. At tbese and 
other Services of tbe church, as the mass and vesper 
prayer, the men forraed a very small portion of tho 
congregation, but the woinen were constant atteod- 
ants, and wero continually at the confeesional. 

One yoiiiig lady with whom I waa aequaintcd made 
it a rule to confcss three times a week. Tbis sho con- 
tinued to do for the space of one year, wben good 
Father Máximo became so weary of her appearance or 
of her sins, tliat he told her to come once in seven 
daya, and be would pardon the whole at once. Evcry 
morning the carly riser met witb little parties of 
femalea returning from early maes, chatting pleaeantly 
as they proceeded to their homea. Each Ifemale wbo 
coald afford it had a scrvant, wbo followed bchind with 
an alfombra (mat), upon which the lady sat wbil<! in 
church. The cbildren always went on betbrej that they 
might bo under the cye of tbe matron who watched 
thein, particularly if thpy were young ladiea, with a 
degree of vigüanco equal to tbat of the dueñajas of 
oíd Spain. 

Wbile speaking of chui'ches and churoh-goera I wiU 
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not omit mentioning a few facts relative to one Padre 
A. and hís family, whose fame ib wide-spread in the 
other provincea of tíie republic. Thia A. was a prieet 
in the chui'oh of San Domingo, and, breaking hÍ9 vow, 
acquainted Rosas with the thoughts and actions of 
tboee who had uabosomed themselves to him, 

Hia v¡llanou8 cbaracter began to show itself, and 
throwing aside the padre's cloak, he took the aword, 
and became one of the bloodiest generala tbat Mendoza 
had ever aupported. Hia deeda of cruelty made him 
known throughout the country. His family, which 
had, dming hia career, enjoyed a iiotoriety, sank into 
obscurity añer hia death. 

Several yeara aince, a daughter of the padre, who had 
diatinguiahed herself for her lieentioua couduct, pcr- 
forined a joumey, in company with her sister and an- 
other young lady, — all wild gii'ls, — that proved no 
lesa disastroua tban it waa fooliah in design. 

The three girla, attired in gaucho coslume, set out 
on horseback, and not with side-aaddles, to croaa the 
Cordillera of the Andes. The trip waa aiicceasfnl. 
They entered Chili withont meeting any obstacle to 
mar tbeir happinesa, and after having passed a few 
weeks with friends, started to return to the Argentino 
Republic. The guides warned them of coming tem- 
porcUeSjhut they had tanied from home too long to pro- 
tract their stay ; perhapa to be obliged to reniain in Chili 
until the winler's snows were gone. They entered the 
mountains, and somewhei'e near the Cumbre pasa, a 
Btorm broke upon them, and ouly two of the females 
eacaped with theii' lives. 

Each ehurch in Mendoza had aeveral bells, which 
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were far iVom melodioua, having a tinkling sound, ariii 
the maiiner in wiiiuh they were rung reminded me of 
ouriiational air. But tho people were well satisfied 
with these discurdant sounds, and ono of the priests, 
who liad returiied from a visit to England, on being 
asked how Le liked that conotry, replied, — 

" England is a fine couiitry, superior to ours in every- 
thing save one — ihe EngJish do not know how to 
chime their bells." 

A theatre of two stories in height had been bnilt un- 
der the supervisión and at the expeose of a certain 
"scientiflü gentleman," and though the building was 
but a whitewasliod structure, it raieed the gentleman 
to enviable femé. He waa pointed out to me aa a pro- 
found man, a geoiogiat and astronomer, and further^ 
more the government would not raiee a wall or dig an 
acquia without fií'st Consulting Don Carlos's opinión. 
Thoiigh a nattve of the country, he assumed to be an 
Italian, but did not succeed in convincing the people 
to that eflect when I left Mendoza. I was told that 
the don had aequired bis principal knowledge of en- 
giueering, i&c., while assistiug Lieuteniínt Archibald 
Macrao, of tlje United States Naval Astronomical Ex- 
pedition, two or three years befoi-o, in taking the alti- 
tudes of ceitain places in the Andes. Don Carlos 
occasionally turucd aside from his researchea in science, 
and amused hiniself, or became the amuser of the more 
talented portion of the Mendozitios. Once he collect- 
ed an eager eiowd of people by niounting the roof of 
a house, and pretending, by meaos of the needle of the 
compasB, to determine the course ñnd distance of a 
comet, which, with ficry tail, lookcd so ominoualy as to 
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cíiuBe many of the gaucho population to believe that 
thc town was aboiit to be dcstroyed. 

I was convinced that the Mendozínoa veré the most 
peaceable and hospitable people of the republic, and 
showed more rcspect to foreigncra than was cTistomary 
where the oíd dogmaa and cuatoms of the Spanieh pre- 
vailed. I couM not pen-eive any difference between 
the higher daaaea of this town and those of Buenos 
Ayres in the matler of complexión. 

They had as üght akina as any Spaniard that I had 
met íq the last named city, and generally retained the 
purity of blood, The lower classes diffcred, howevcr. 
They were of every type that exista in the republio 
wcst of Paraná and south of latitiido 28°, being com- 
posed of peons of tlie difierent provinces, while lÜe 
blood of the Indian and negro courses through the 
veina of many. They were very immora! and csceed- 
; '"^gly ignorant, but were kind-hearté3"3nd courteóus 
i to Btrangcra. Much time was wasted in dancing and 
j other filvolous amusements. The femalea of all grades 
embroidered with skill, and showed great taste in the 
aelection of their patterna. The bonnet waa not worn, 
bnt a sbawl, covering the head and falling gracefiilly 
about tho form, supplied ¡ts place, the temperature be- 
ing so mild and uniform that no warmer head covering 
was needed. 

I noticed that the ladíea painted their cheeks in an 
extravagant nianner ; a custom that we shonld not snp- 
pose woiild haye gained entrance to such an iaolated 
place. In San Juan, one hundred and fifty miles to 
the north, I saw nothing of tbis, and was told that it 
was of rare occuiTence. 

iir„-.dh.Google 
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Mendoza, was a vory healthy pl:ice at ihe time. I waa 
there. I learneii that many persona, troubled with 
complaints that usually eod in consuraption, after re- 
Bidiug there a feív years were restored to health. 

But there was oce form of disease wLich waa saiá 
by tbe physicians to be incurable, and which in our 
own country would lead to a dese.rtion of tbe site. 

This was the goitre of the medical fraternity, and, as 
I have before mcntioned, is known araong the people 
as the cote. The disease appearod in the form of a 
large swelling on the throat, wbieh was caiísed by the 
mineral qiialities of the River Mendoza * The cañáis 
that supplied the oitízens of the town ran throngh 
nearly evory street, and eaeh famUy proenred their 
water from them, 

The richer portion of the inhabitants had filters, op 
drip-stones, thiough which the water waa allowed to 
pass, and bocome free from all vegetable matter. Now 
the qiiestion presented itself to me, Did tbe water, in 
passing through the fine drip-stone, rid itself of any of 
its mineral properties f and I waa led to the opinión 
that it did, from noticing the fact that the richer 
classea, having their water thus filtrated, were rarely 
troubled with the goitre, while the poor people, who 
drank from the cana! itself, presented the disease in all 
its forms «pon them. In fact, tbe goitre seemed to 
be a part of tbeír peraon, fot evevy sixth or seventh 
fémale, and now and then a man, that I met dui-ing a 
moming walk, exhibited the disagrecable symptoma. 

At San Vicente, a small village, four miles from the 

• Undoubtedly the miserable food upon wliieh the poor peopla 

íubsisted lielped in encouragiag the growtb of tliia exoreBcence. 

C.OOJ^ le 
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town, the goítre could be examined ín all ita forma ; 
"for," Bíúil an individual to me while in Mendoza, "I 
fiílly believe that evcry fonrth woman in the place ia 
afiected by it." It was uot a raro thing to see a large 
swelling on bolli sides of the throat, so largo as to be 
absolutcly dlsgustlng. Thoro was in the neigbborhooá 
of Mendoza a epiing of fine water, but only a few of 
the citizens took advantage of ita existence. 

Mendoza had, wben I was there, a good echool for 
the instruction of the young, who, like most creóles, 
acquired knowlcdge very qiiickly. A young English- 
man waa at the liead of the establiahmcnt, and in all 
respecta the Bchool seemed prospering. Besidea the 
Echool there was a pubüe library containing three or 
four thousand volumes, whicb, if consulted, could not 
fail to be of benefit to the inhabitants, who were es- 
trcmely ¡gnorant of tbings unconnected with their ina- 
mediate vicinity. The jieople had recently started & 
ncwspaper, "El Constitucional," and,judg!ng by the 
pompoHS leadei's of the gentleman who occupied tho 
editorial cbaii-, a strauger would have been led to be- 
lieve that Mendoza was the greatest and most inipoi^ 
taut city on the globe. 

For theii' presa, types, etc., tbey were indebted to 
Mr. Vansice, formcrly of Utica, N. T^ who carne to 
Ibis couutry several years beibre, and by his energy 
becarae of gveat assistance to the governnient of the 
proyince. He remodelled niany okl forms, and liber- 
alizid the ideas of the people to such an extcnt that 
they cncouraged him to revísit North America, and 
obtain many articles, the iiitroduction of whicb have 
íacilitated the different kinde of labor iu which the peo- 
;.oo;!lc 
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pie were engaged; and following out tbia plan to a 
greater extent, a company was forming, tíie object of 
■which was to seod to the United States for machines, 
tools, &e. Mr. Vansice furnisbed two otlier provinces, 
alfio, with printing materials, and used all possible ef- 
fort to establish a public pvess on a eubstantial basis. 

After fiUing offices of dignity and honor, he retired 
to the miserable little vüiage of San José del Moro, 
where he lesíded with bis native wife, caiTying on a 
profitablo busineaa in Englifih gooda, which were bi-ought 
from Valparaíso. 

While I was in Mendoza, the celebration and 
festivities of the 25th of May, the independenoe 
day of the republic, took place, and were celebratoct 
with unusual enthuBÍasm. For several days previous 
the peoplo were engaged in preparing for the fes- 
tivities, though not half of tho lowcr classos knew 
for what reason the celebration was made, so ignorant 
were they of their country's history. The govemment, 
for one hundred doUars, secui'cd the servicea of tho 
North American performers, and nnder their direetion 
a nng of adobes was constructed in the centre of the 
plaza, and cióse bfside it a roatnim for the govemor, 
bis suite, and the musiciuns. The news of tbe gran 
función that waa to take place spread far into the 
country, and three days prior to the 25th tho ganchos 
carne galloping Ínto town from all parts of tho prov- 
ince. At sunrise, on the great day, I visited the plaza 
in whicb the popnlaee was pouring, the whole forming 
a rnost picturesque sccno. 

Gauchos, gayly attired, were monnted npon borsea 
dccked out with eilver ornamcnts, and taila bi'^ded 
Ci Otilóle 
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with ribbons, and galloping about in little pai-ties. 
Some farmcrs carne into town, accompaniod by theír 
wivea and daiighters, and it was no uricommon tbing 
to seo two wonien, each with a child tn her arma, riding 
on the same horse with a man. Át such galas one sees 
a degrce of life and animation not to be met witli at 
other timos ; for, ae soon aa tbe festival is over,tbe peo- 
pie einlt into a moet indolent state, and remain so uiitil 
the next dia de fiesta aronses them to life and action. 

The school-boys sang tho national bynin, and tho 
governor sworo to support the constitution, after which 
amilitary rcview tooli; place. Tbe several companies, 
as they marcbed- around tho plaza, were preceded by a 
trumpeter, who blew terrific biasts as the occasion re- 
qiiired. Áll the foot soldiers camed oíd English mus- 
kets, the oavalry being armed with short carbtnes or 
lances. 

Two cannon, the only piecea of artillery in the prov- 
ince, were drawo by foot-soldiecs, dressed, like tlie otb- 
era, in whito pantaloons and jaclcets, and from beneath 
the formcr luing tbe frill of the gancho drawers. While 
tbe review was taking place, the bella of all tbe 
cburches were pealing in tlieir usual nianner, and rock- 
eta were constantly sent off, though tho eun shone 
brightly, which, of course, did not heighten tbe pyro- 
technic diaplay. Nearly every house showed a flag, 
and among them I obsei'ved the English colora floatiug 
from tho house of the com-teous (?) English physician. 
During tbe day many of the ganchos attempted to 
climb a greased pole erected in the plaza, upon the top 
of which moncy had been placed ; but not one sncceeded 
in gainíng the coveted prize. Tbe only deooration in 
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the plaza was a hexügonal figare, rcsembling a Chinesa 
lantem, and covered with white cloth. Üpon each 
side waa painted a figure, one of Liberty, one of Justice, 
and another, a portrait of General Urquiza and our 
own Washington, side by side. 

The stand was deeorated with the flags of the Soutli 
American repnblics, and the only foreigo one was that 
of the United States, which floated over the figure of 
Washington, beaide which was a quotation from one 
of his speeches deüvered to the American people. 

The circuB performance passed ofi" to the delight of 
al], and tho equestrians who coald so skilfuUy perfona 
npon a galloping horse wero dedared hy the gauchos 
to have been trained for thfe occasion by his sataBÍe 



Juat after the 25th, the Mendozinoa were thrown 
into a great excitement by the announcement that a 
cacique, attended by fifty of his nieE,had left hia native 
plams of Patagonia, and was rapidly approaehing the 
town. 

Üpon the receipt of the news, the govemor called 
together all the musicians, and sent them to cacort tho 
saíagea into Mendoza. The chief encamped outside 
the town, and, having obtained an interview with tha 
governor, presented, in the niost barefaced manner, a 
petition from bis tribe which any other government 
would have recognized as an inault, and treated it as 
scch. He wisbed to be told how much per month h¡a 
tribe would be allowed if they would not «leal any 
more. 

Instead of sending them off about their buaineas, or 
seizing them, tbe governor treated them like-spoilad 
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children, promlsing them an allowance if they btihaved 
well, and diatñbuting presenta among them, after which 
they were escorted to their own country,fourteen days' 
travel from Mendoza, by a paity of soldiei-a commanded 
by an oflicer. 

A day or two before tbe departure of these Indiana, 
while I was transacliug sonie businesa ín a store, the 
chief enteredjfolloived bytwo ofhistribe. Tbis beard- 
less savage was dressed ¡n a full Englieh suit, that ho 
bad undoHbtedly stolen somewbere, aa bis tribe were 
notorio US robbei's. 

Ho addressed me, througli an interpreter, in broken 
Spanish. 

Probably euspecting that I waa a foreigner, be asked 
if "Ropa" (Europe) was not my home. He had no 
knowledge of any other country, but supposed that all 
foreigners carne from the same land on the other aide 
of a great water. I told him concerning my native 
iand, and in the course of the conversation remavked 
that we had a great many Indiana, but that they gen- 
erally used fire-arms ; at which he probably set me down 
as being as great a liar ae himseif. 

According to hia own story, be was a good man, a 
rieh man, and a fi'iend..to humanity, and to foreigners 
in particular. He had the same bypocritieal way of 
talking as the natives of Mendoza, and I came to the 
conclusión that they bad mutually assiated each other 
in their education. 

Añer scrutinizing the various objecta about him, he 
at length asked me, with a grunt, to lend him four 
reals. Of courae I refused him; but I waa eurioua to 
learn more of him, and my refuaal was not made in the 
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most decided tone possible. lie emiled grimly, aud 
commenced telling a long story of his boautiful house (?) 
far away in Patagonia, where I should alwaya be a we¡- 
come visitón He had vaat numbers of ostriches and 
guanacos vunning about hia grounds, all of wbich 
should be at my diepoaal if I would but accompany 
him baclí to the pampas. He liked foreignere, because 
tliey were braver tban the gauchos. Pausing in the 
midst of his barangue, he gave me a, punch in tlie ribs, 
and asbed to be accomroodated wíth three reala. I 
again refused. Taking up the thread of hÍ3 story, he 
contlnued at grcat length, finally promisiiig to biing 
me a tame guanaco when he returned to Mendoza. 
Here followed another poke, and a requcst for two 
reals, then one, and finally promising to be content 
with a medio. I gave it to him, and he left me. 

The circus performers intended leaving Mendoza for 
San Juan, a town lying one hundred and flfly miles to 
the north, and eai-nestly wisbed me to accompany 
them. To me it mattered little whether I remained 
four months in Mendoza or any other place ; but before 
accepting their invitation I called «pon the correo, or 
Chillan cooríer, to seo if I could possibly ci-oss the Cor- 
dillera with hira. The correo waa away on the passage, 
and the postmaster-general believed that he was de- 
tained by the temporales that had been raging, and 
woiild not return for several weeks, 

In Crossing the mountains during the winter seascn, 
four men forra the correo. One carries the mai!, an- 
otber wood, another provisiona, &o. They do not leave 
eitiier sido oftener than once a month, and are aome- 
times a whole month in performing the journey, aa 

14 l.ortglc 
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they are frcqucntly shat up in tlie enow-huts that aro 
scattered along the road for itiíiny days at a time. 

Th(i camdiaa, or suow-liuts, are ecattered along the 
tvdl at irregular diatances. These bata are built of 
bri^t, «-itb an entrance ao-constructed as to be above 
the drifting síiow. The post party left Mendoza on 
malea, or hoi-see, and procceded into the mountaina as 
far as the depth of snow woulii permit. Pcons then 
took back the anímale, leaving the correo to continuft 
the journey on foot. This waa the cuatom at the time 
of my visit. Upon reaching the main chain of tho An- 
des, the State of the atmospheve waa carefully studied, 
and if the reault proved favorable they ascended the 
Cordillera. 

Wlien upoo the -ívestern side of the cbain, tho party 
Bometimes adopted an ingeníous raethod for facilitating 
their progrees. Each man carried wlth hitn a square 
piece of bidé, upon which he sat, and descended the 
inclined suifaccs with much ease and gn-at rapidity. 
After reaching Santa Rosa, the first town upon the 
■weslem side, tbe correo mounta a horse, and gallops to 
Santiago, tbe capital of the republic, which is abont 
twenty leagues from tho villago. 

Upon the 5th of June the correo had not retnrned ; 
and aa there'was no possibility of my crossing into 
Chili, I consentüd to go to San Juan, and set out about 
dusk with the circus raanager and one of his men for a 
quinta outaide the town, from which we were to start 
the nest morning. The owner of the quirUa had agreed 
10 take chaire of the company'a mulea and baggage, 
and act as guide to our party while cíossing the dreary 
travesía. We passed, by moonligbt, the burial^groood^ 
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OQ tlie outskirta of the town, anil reached tlie mule- 
teer's house, whei-o we fouiid the family sieeping in tho 
yard, — men, women, and dogs,. promiscuo usly. 

As I probably shall not in this volume again havo 
oceaBion to refer to the town of Mendoza, I will here 
Bpeak of its destruction, which, as my readers doubtless 
are aware, occui-red in 1861,froni an earlhquake. This 
most terrible catastrophe, íq which thousíinds of human 
beings lost their lives, has rai'ely found a parallel in 
the history of the western hemisphere. 

A recent traveller, who visited the place añer the 
calamity, aays, in describing tho ruíns, — 

"I aróse at an early hour, and sallied forth to eee 
and contémplate the ruina of the doomed city. 

"I walked along the fine avenue of poplara {the Ala- 
meda) for abont a hnndred yarda, and turned into the 
right ; a few piiees bronght me into tlie nearest street, 
■where I wua absolntely struck dnnib and immovablo 
with horror at the soene which presentad itaelf 

"Asi gazed alongthewhole length ofthat street^ not 
a single house was thero to be seen standjng ; all was a 
confused mass of 'adobes,' beams, and bricka. 

"TheatreetwasfiUeduponalevelwithwhatreraained 
of the walla of the houaes on either side, which at a 
glance accounted for the fearful number of vietims — - 
upwards of twolve thousand — entonibed beneath the 
ruíns ofthat fatal 20thofMarch, 1861. 

"From the plaza I tumed towards the north, and 
tliere saw the otily edifice, or rather portion of one, 
that had remained entire ; it waa the theatre, which, 
having had a canaidorabJe quantity of timbcr in its 
construction, remained parlialjy uninjured. I aacended 



212 A THOUSAND MILES* WALK. 

to the i'oof, and got a fine view of the entire city. Foí 
a. mile aroand on every side nothing but a chaotio mass 
of ruins was visible, — the áébris of a large city razed 
to tlie ground in an instant! On the left were tho 
ruina of what had been once a fine church, 'Sauto 
Domingo,' the altar and a portion of the arch being the 
only retnaining traces of its former sacred eharaeter, 

" Looking away towards the. south niight be seen tha 
still partially-erect walls of 'San Francisco,' another 
fine chiirch, which boasted of the largest bell in tho 
city. Thia bell waa pitched from its position to a con- 
siderable dlstaoce by the shock,and etnck between two 
towera on tho north eide of the building, whero it may 
be still seen, wedged in so flrnily that all attempts at 
removing it simply by lifting have failed. On approach- 
ing ' Santo Domingo,' in order to ^satnine it more 
closely, I saw lying about its 'precinct' several human 
flkeletons, and portions of the haman form protruding 
from beneath the massea of masonry. I was almost 
eickened by the sigiit, and moved quickiy away. In 
many parta of the city I aaw the same hoiTÍble esliibi- 
tion, — skiilla, arma, lega, Ssc-, lying about, sonie fitill 
undeeayed, especially near a convent on the eonth side 
of the city." 

A gcntloman who was buiied nnder the niins, and 
añerwards estricated, in describing his experieticcs, 
saya, — 

"I stood at a table (about half-past eight, P. M.) 
in the centre of the room, and was in tbe act of lighting 
a cigar, when the shouk, pri'ce<led by a !ow, rumbling 
Doise, vraa first felt. It wns slnw for a nioment in the be- 
cinning; but from the noise, I concluded it waa gohig 
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y more thaii ortíinary; so I rushed into 
the Street, and ran down tho middle, ititending, if posei- 
ble,to reach the Alameda. I had run onlysome twenty 
paces when I i'elt as if I had been struck a heavy 
blow o(i tho back of the hoad, and was borne down to 
tlie earth in a rooment, I knew that the town was 
iufested with i'ata and vermiii of all kinds, and that, 
sooner or iater, they would not láil to fiad me out 
amongst tbe tbousanda of vicúms entombed, like my- 
seli; beneath at least s¡x foet depth of ' adobes.' " 

Mr. HiucblifF, who visited Buceos Ayres, in writing 
of the eaithquake, says, — 

" M. Bravart, a French savartt of some emínence, who 
had foretold the destruction of the city by aii earth- 
quake, was himself among the vietims. The principal 
watchmaker in puenoa Ayres, which ia about eight 
hundred miles distant from the scene of this awful 
calamity, told me a curious fact in connection with it. 
One daybe observed with astonishment that his clooks 
Huddenly differed twelve eeconds from his cbi-onome- 
tei'fi ; and when tlie news arrived, about a fortnigbt 
latcr, he found that tbe penduluras of the fomrer had 
been arreated at tho moment of the destruction of 
Mendoza." 

Since niy return to the United States I received a 
letter from Don Guillermo Buenaparte, of San Juan, in 
which he epoke at considerable length of the earth- 
quaké. He wrote me that when he approached Men- 
doza, three or four days after the catastrophe, tbe stencb 
rising fi'om the dead bodies beneatb the i-iiins was per- 
ceived at a distance of severa! miles from the town. 
He found gauebos f 'om the plains robbing the wound- 
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cd, and searching araong the rubbieh for pluntler, 
When he reachcd the publio square of the city he 
found more thau a hundred womeii, all mentally af- 
focted, many entirely bereft of their reasoii ; all werc 
praying on their kneüs, asking the Holy Mary to inter- 
cedo for the lost eouls of their coiintiymen who had, 
prior to the fa!l of the doomed city, united with othere 
from San Lhíb, and had attauked and butcliered many 
of their political enoniiea (some four liundred) of San 
Juan. The unfortnnate lunatics seemed to think that 
Güd had ovcrtbrown their city to avengo the murder 
of San Juaninos. A political conspií'acy was being 
planncd in the city at the time it was destroyed. 

Such a fipectade as the above needs no eomment. 

At four o'clock of the next raorning after our depar- 
tui-e fi-om Mendoza, the muleteer aroused ub, and bade 
US prepare for the joumey ; and an hour later we were 
joumeyiüg along the base of the lofty Atídes, that tow- 
ered above our heads, 

Two hours' ride brought us to the iravesia, over 
which we jonmeyed, pasáng cióse to a great lake that ia 
Bdpplied by two streams that flow from the Cordillera. 

Much of the water is absorbed by the eoil about the 
lake ; and as but veiy little escapea through one or two 
outlets, it has beon ealled by the nalivea "El Guana 
Cache," or the Consuming Lake. 

I afterwards saw specimeos of fishes that had been 
taten from its wators, which were oífered for sale in 
San Juan by the half-starved peons duiing tho winter 
season, when provisions were very dear, If the speci- 
mens did not belong to the gcuus Nemntogenys of 
Girai-d, they were flus-t-iy ■-Hifd to it. ,-. , 
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At nlght oar party etopped beside a rudo hut, in- 
habited by a pooi- gaucho. Tlie hut contained a cu- 
riou3 family of men, womeo, ehildren, dogs, goats, and 
fowla. The poor owner beggcd fnr a little sugar as a 



Tbroughout the following day our course was over 
tbe same dreary desert, and at night we were glad to 
arrive at a post-house within a few leaguea of San 

Bynoon of the next dayour party entered tbo town, 
whieh Í8 Btill more iaolated than Mendoza, being one 
hundred and fifty miles north of the principal road to 
Chill 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

A WINTER IN SAN JUAN. 

AS Boon as I arrived at Sau Juan, I made inquiriea 
for partios who wero about crossitig the moon- 
tains ; but owing to a most sevei-e snow storm that eet 
in, tlie clouds of whicb were plainly visible from the 
town, I was foreed to the disagi'eeable necessity of 
remíiiiiing until the snows melted. The people told me 
that the wioter had preved to be the most severe of 
aiiy season -within the last thiity years. They said 
that after ten dry or mild -w-iuters there always suc- 
ceeded a similar number of wet or severe seasons, and 
that the piesent was the first of the hard series. The 
apparently settlcd weather that greeted me was but 
the precursor of raost severo stoi'ms in the mountains. 
They said I could not cross; to attempt it would be 
madness. 

While the time hung heavLly on my hands, I heard 
much about a strange person, yclept Don Guillermo 
Eiienaparte, a North American by birth, and a second 
father to the poorer classes of bis iminediate vicinity. 
So many were the ciiaritablo deeds of this man, and so 
freqnent were the enlogies prononnced upon bis char- 
actcr by tho natives, that I felt a desire to visit him in 



C.oogle 



BXJE ÑAPARTE. 217 

sticks, sonie eight or nine miles distant, m a small villa 
called Caúsete. 

Before I could find an opportunity of going, I was 
favored with a cali fiom the gentletuan bimself, wlio 
rodé ioto iho patio of my dwellingone evening, momit- 
ed upon a powerfuJ whlte horse, and coverud with a 
long poncho, which, with a broad sombrero, gave him 
a truly patria i'chal appearan ce- 
Don Guillermo, having heai-d of my arrival in San 
Juan, had come to invite me to bis estáte in Caúsete, 
where he canied on a little flour mili, and followed a 
number of other oecupations. A day was appointed 
for the visíl, and wheu it carne around I set out with 
a peón for a guide for the viUa. We soon, on leaving 
the town, carne upon a plain wbiuh gave support to a 
few stunted trees, peculiar to the travesía. With the 
Boil was mingled the peculiar ealiue mineral deecribed 
in a former chapter, which, with the drynees of the 
atmosphere (for it eeldom raiiis in thia part of the ,re- 
public), made onr journey a disagi'eeable one. 

In Crossing this tract tbe reflections of tbe sun's rays 
upon the white surface affected my sight, and obliged 
me to follow the practice of my guide, and, like him, 
coverthe face with a large cottoii handkerchief, a ía 
gaucho. The first human habitation that I saw was 
a rancho built of cornstalks ; and here reposed a peón 
with bis wife, children, and dogs, while a huge buck 
goat, with a formidable pair of homs, etood at the en- 
trance as if to receive us. 

I soon carne to a place where a liborty pole was 
standing; and knowing that snob a thing could not be 
tbe work of thu nativcs, I coiicluded that I must be 
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Doar llie residenco of my new acquaíntanco, I naa 
not mistakon, for he soon appeared ovür a little rising 
gro iml, Aíltr greeting me cordially, he led me acrosa 
the caoa], that furnishccl his mili with water, to Jiis 
liouse, wLere he inti'oducecí me to bis wife and foiir 
childrca, tUe yoanfíeet of whom conld oot yet lisp its 
íather'a ñame. 

I remained throttgh the day with them, and when 
iiight eamo on, so intcrcstitig bad been Don Guülermo's 
reeital of nine yeara' residence m the Argentino Re- 
piiblie, tbat I was easily prevailed npon to reraain un- 
til morning. The next day carne and passod, but atill 
I waa an inmate of my countryman's house, and finally 
ivas persuaded to promise that I would not leave It 
unti] the snows began to tnelt upon tlie Cordiileraa, 
whejí I must basten to Chih, and from its principal 
port, Valparaiso, sai] for home. 

I accepted the offer of Don Guillei-mo's hoapitality 
only opon the condition that I should be of serriee to 
him by taking charge of liis mili ; for the nativea wei-e 
so dishonest that he dared not employ one in any office 
of trust, and I felt that it would be but a pleasure for 
me toaidhim. I waaaccordingly installed,afterfifteeii 
minutes' teaching, as molinero, or chief miller, 

I felt prond of my office, though it was but a hum- 
ble one. My mind was fully occupied, and I became 
contented. When opportunities offered, I took an oíd 
condemned Engllsh muaket, which I charged with 
powdor and a fow pebblea, and made explorations in 
the surrounding conntry for the pnrposo of making 
collections in ite fauna. I often captnred inany a 
lare speeimen, and laid tbe foundation of an otnitholo- 
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gical collection; but although I had no (íifficulty in 
getting specimene aud preparing them, — for taxidenuy 
was familiar to me, — I fouod one great obstacle to tlieir 
preservation that I could not snrmouot. As my read- 
ere doubtlese know, arsenic is veiy essential for pre- 
ser/iiig tlie akios of birda and mammals, and I fonnd I 
conlfl do but litt^e without it. So one day I mounted 
my liorse, — a prcsent from Don Guillermo, — and gal- 
loped into town in quest of the mineral; but not one 
of the druggists would sell me an ounee of poieon ; it 
was a crime to vend the article. I applied to tlie 
phyeicians, but to no avail. I next tried some of tbo 
officera of the government, but failed again. I cven 
offered tfiree doUara for one pound. The doctora and 
officera exclaimed, " Wbat does tlie boy want? He'a 
mad ! Where did he come from ? " »fco. 

Despondingly I retumed to the mili, and my fine 
eolleution, intended for a ecientiflc society at home, 
was destroyed in a sliort time by a minute speciea of 
red ants, wliich ate the skins almost entirely. 

A pair of biirrowing owls, a dove, a stilt, and a 
few e^s were all that I sucoeeded in bnuging homo 
with me. 

At the mili tbe season pvoved to be a bnsy one. 
Merchante from other provinces visitcd San Juan, and, 
after disposing of their goods, genei-ally ínveited their 
returns in wheat, whieh waa eent to tbe mili to be 
gronnd. Thei'e wcre no wíiter pilvilcges in the inte- 
rior, and tbe merchanta and farmers of Cordova and 
San Luia froqnently scnt wheat tbrco or foar hund.i"ed 
miles by troops of mnlce. My office, thercfoi-e, provod 
an advantageous one, as I waa enabled to have direct 
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intercourse with people from eeveral of the northern 
and eastorn provinces. Amung the numbers tliat I 
became acquainted with were the old-fashioDed Rio- 
jano, who carne from liia distant home to the north of 
the desert, clothed in a heavy /rasada, manufactured 
from wool of his own sheaving ty tbe industry of hia 
wife or daoghter, Sometimes the In^ian-loolimg San- 
Ijaguenian, or Catamarcan, aad the crafty yet pplite 
Coi-doveBe,traded at tbe mili; and many wei-e the little 
glfts tbat the most respeoUble portion of my customera 
bi-oügbt me from their estatea far back in the irrigated 
travesía, or aloog the basea of the Andes. The presa 
of bueiness demanded that the mili shonld be run 
nigbt and day. This compelled the poorer dasaea that 
came from a distance to aleep in the mili. And at 
night, whcn all was quiet, aave the restlesa hum of the 
revolving atone, it was a curioua sight to peep in at the 
doov, and behold tbe ground covered with sleeping 
forma of mcn, women, and children of many types and 
complexiotia — heve the ofispiing of the negro and In- 
dian; there the cbüd of a Spanish falher and Indian 
mcther. It was a atudy worthy the attention of a pro- 
found cthnologist to sepárate and dassHy the varioua 
crosaes and mixtures of the diSerent races of the genus 
homo that came to the mili of Don GuiUermo Buena- 
parte. 

Leaving the dasty atmosphei-e of the mili, I frequent- 
ly -wandered out into the night air to gaze upon nature 
by moonlight. The caiial that watered the diatrict of 
Cauaete branched off in a díÉferent direction from the 
main acquia, and could be traced, as it wound along 
the travesúí, by the willowa and clumps of reeda that 
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grew opon its banks. The Andes towered above the 
plains a few miles to the west, while on the east tho 
solid rango of the mountains of Cordova, stretching far 
to the north, gave an additional grandeur to the scene. 
The nights wero bland and lovely, exccpting wheü tho 
wind called the zonda (a eort of sirocco) carne from 
the Andes, when the Dativos suffered from its parching 
heat, and thoso affected with discases of tlie heart 
trembled íd expectation of eudden death, 

Whüe I strolled along the banks of the canal the 
mili hummed on as usual, for Don Guillermo Lad con- 
fitmcted an ingeníous method of alarm, by mean^ of 
which the absent or sleepy miller was warned of the 
State of afíairs within the building. 

Such was tbe delight that I took in these rambles 
npon the travesía, that duty was in one or two instances 
neglected, and I found, on retuming to tbe mül, that 
aome villanous malo or degraded lemalo was etealing 
tho "Diillings" from the müler'a box, or purloining 
flour from the hide sack of sorae countryman who was 
faet in the embrace of the drowsy god. Once or twice, 
on sach occasiona, I became so vexed &a to atterapt 
clearing tbe room of tho thievieh fellows ; but to ac- 
complish thÍB 1-equired a stronger ami than mine, and 
one attempt almost resultcd in a general méUe; but 
as the femaie customers alwajs took eides with the 
gringo, I carne off in good coodition, and attajned my 
object: thtis the good ñame of the mili was not for- 
feited. 

The gauchos love to gamble, and while waiting for 
the mili to'do its work, they generally spent the time 
in playing their íkvorite games, always staking small 
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suma of nioiiey upon the chances in order to make the 
time pass more profltably. But whatever might have 
beeo the rules of the other milis, Don Guillermo soon 
put a stop to what he called a degenerating pi-actice, 
and by variona amall skirmishes with the gaucho peona, 
he fnlly demonstrated that his was a North Amei'icao 
institution, and that, therefore, g;imbling could not be 
permittcd upon his premisos. The pcons remonstrated, 
biit the don was firm. Thcy threatencd to ruin hia 
business by patronizing the other milla in preference 
to hia own ; but as theu- mastera respected the policy 
of my fnend, they were restraiued from carrying out 
their designa. Thiis law and order were firmly estab- 
lished, and Novth American principies were tiiumpliant. 
It requires no small degree of firmness ánd knowledge 
of human nature to carry on the flour and grain h\iú- 
iicss in the Argén tine liepublic, 

Pcace and quiot did not last long before a aecoud 
innovation was attempted, altiiough upon a new plan. 
A band of thievea and loafeis erected a hut of corn- 
stalka and biiers npon the opposite side of the canal, 
iii the distiict of Anjnaco,andthB place was once more 
disturbed by midníght reveis, and by frequent raids 
upon the grounds of. neighboving fai-raers. Sheep, 
calves, and, even horses, disappeared in a naystcrioiis 
manner. At longth Don Guillenno became exaspcr- 
ated, and watching an oppoilnnity when the rascáis 
were absent, he attacked the shanty, levelled it to the 
gronnd, and, colleoting the ruins into one pile, set fire 
to it, and barned it to ashee. 

Thtí paity retumed, and, on seeing the condition of 
I licir house, would, in their rage, Lave demolished tha 
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buildings of tlie don, had iiot fear prevented them; for 
tliey well knt:w tliat the law-and-order man posseBscd 
firc-ai-nis, dogs, and a stout hcait. 

During my stáy at tho mili I occasionally visited the 
towii of San Juan, and passed a few honra with eome 
acquaintances. I found, to my snrprise, among the 
weajthier citizens, a clase of society, which, for dignity 
of deportmetit, strietness in etiqnette, and generoua 
hospítality, would favorably comparo with any class 
that I have met iii tlie TJnited States or in Enrope. 
The young inen wero intelligent and full of generous 
ardor, and the maidens — how shall I describo them? 
Since retiirning to North Ameñoa, my fliends havo 
Bometimes aekéd if they resembled óur Indian women ! 

" Most ceitaínly not," I have almost Indignantly an- 
Bwered, The liighev elasses of San Juan boaet of a 
pnre descent fiom the oíd Spaniards or Portuguese. 
The fine, clear atmosphere of the Andes provincee has 
affected favorably the complexión, and most of these 
people have a skin as light as that of the inhabitauts 
of the southera states of the Union, 

Many of the feniales, particularly the younger ones, 
have complexiona that, in cleai-ness and beauty, would 
rival the blondes of the north. In addition to personal 
beauty, the ladies of San Juan can boast of varied at- 
tractiona. The guitar is uaed with a grace and skül 
that give evidence of carefui study and long practice. 
Many pluy upon the piano, ueing instrumenta that have 
been carted a thóusand miles ovor the pampas, from 
the port of Buenos Ayres. 

All can ombroidur with BkÍ]I and elegance. Poetry 
appears to be assiduously cultivated among them, and 
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many specimena of tiue inspiration carne to my notice 
that woulii be eonsidered worthy of the name of Ten- 
nyeon or Longfdlow. 

Altogether I kiiow of no eituation more pleasant, or 
containing more elements of interest and romance, than 
San Juan. It combines every description of ecenery, 
from the and plain of the travesía to the sublime alpine 
ranges; and it has a cliraate, dniing many months of 
the year, of sni-passing loveliness. 

The San Juaninos are a moet hoapitable people ; and 
when the remcmbrance of their unaffected and genial 
kíndnCBs comea to my mind, I feel the keeneat regret 
that we are eo widely separated, 

The town is said to contain about niño thousand in- 
habitants ; but I think the estimate high, although many 
persona have given a larger popnlation. It certainly, 
jn numbers, falk below Mendoza, The town is laid out 
in the same manner aa was Mendoza, and is watered by 
the canala that run from the River San Juan, a stream 
rising in the Cordillera. 

No goitre existe in this vieinity. I saw only one 
caae of it during my stay, and the eubject had lived 
many yeara in Mendoza. 

About the town aro largo pastures of clover, which 
serve to falten the numerous herda of cattle that pasa 
through tho town on the way to Copiapo or Coquimbo, 
in Chili. Soapj.raieins, and cattle aro among the ex- 
porta to the latter named statc. Flour is forwarded to 
the pampa towna, and to the vülages on the travesía. 
Wine is made in large quantities, but doea not now 
pay a sufficient profit if sent to any considerable dis- 
tance, although it was exportcd largely iu by-gone 
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yeara. All the fruits that grow in Mendoza thrive 
better in this province. The oranges of Mendoza 
seemed to possess au auiid taete, but I diJ not detect 
this in any of llie fruita of San Juan, Tlie vineyards 
surpass anything that I have evcr scen, — not in tho 
culture of the gi'ape, as but little is done to the 
vines, but in the quality of the fruit. I distinguiebed 
eleven kinda of grapea in tbe quintas around San 
Juan. 

Tbe iron plough and other iniprovcd implements of 
agriculture were «nltnown, and ■when I dcscribed to 
the quinteros the facility wlth which tho celebrated 
Prouty and Mears centre draught plough ia handled, 
they fairly overwbelmed me with questions, which had, 
at leaat, the merit of artlessness. 

There is at San Juan a Board of Water Coramission- 
era, who liave charge of the iiTigating department. 
These officials are seven in numbcr. They have la- 
bored hard to extend the naain cañáis beyond tbe mílas 
of Caúsete and Anjaco, even to the very baae of the 
Fié de palo, or wooden foot — a sierra some fourteen 
milea east of San Juan. By these means the sterile 
salino travesía is gradually becoming clothed with ver- 
dure, and apreading pastures of clover, surrounded by 
poplars and willowa, cover spots that three years eince 
weie oocupied only by scattered thom-busbea. 

As I have already mentioned, the situation of miller, 
that T filled, waa tho meana of giving me many oppor- 
tunities for meeting and studying different phases of 
character. 

One of my ciistomers, whom I have set down in my 

Journal aa Don José, the penitent, was indeed a Btndy. 

15 /.OOjík- 
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lie' was a large-Iimbed, long-winded, coiirageoua ola 
fellow, of the pui-e Spanish stock, and descended from 
the oiiginal couquerors of tLe Argentiini Republic. 1 
híid frcquenlly heard hia ñamo mentioiied by the gau- 
chos, one or two of -wbom delightcd in teUing of hÍ8 
prowesa daving tho laet revolulion. Tho town of San 
Juan had beeo taken by an armed band while the 
illustrious Benavides was outside the place, and Don 
José, who waa then an arriero, or muletecr, felt it hÍ3 
duty to rescne it from what he considered the wrong 
pohticai party. The cuartd had bcen taken, and no 
Boldiers could be enlisted for tbe purpose; but Don 
Josó's energy did not fail. He scoured the couutfy 
about San Juan, and collected twenty-five gauchos, 
who followcd him to the town. The preeipitate entry 
made by the gallant little party struck fear and coii- 
sternation into tbe revolutionists, and Don José was 
liailed as deliverer for many weeks. 

The rich people, who had ncver before noticcd him, 
now toucbed their sombreros, and honored him with 
their praiso and approbatioo, Eut, aa Don José said, 
thifl did not give iiim money, and he thercforo was no 
better in statior than before tho revolution. He was 
Still a peón. Al'ter tho excitemcnt had died away, 
and rich dons no longer doffed tbeir hats as he passed, 
he sat soberly down and meditatud «pon how he could 
raise money enough to rent him a farm, for he well knew 
that his induBtry would soon make him independent, 
provided he could hire a spot of land fit for cultiva- 
tion. Nobody would loan him a peso. 

Y hero, novevtholess, did not despond. He sought 



relief in religión, but in a difPerciut mauner from tbat 
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wliich is nsually practísed. The don kncw tbat aeveral 
of the churebes of the town had large enilowments. 
People á jing, and wishing to enter a bettiT worid, there 
to etijoy a lite of bliss, had left sutns of moiiey to the 
church, surely not to be applied to charitable purposes, 
for the priests gencrally require nine doUara for saying 
masa over the body of tlie poorest child of the churcb. 
The priests tfíU sometimes lend these moneys «pon 
good secnrity, and to pious people, at the iow rate of 
five per cent. ; aod we may well cali this a Iow rate, 
■when, in bnsinoss tvansactions, tbe people of the inte- 
rior towns rarely charge less than eighteen per cent. 

The don, knowing tbat he had not attended mass 
reguiarly, did not ieel satisfied that bis application for 
raoney to the priests would nieet with success, and he 
therefoi-e commeneed a plan that, if carríed out, would 
insnre bim all tbe money tbat bis wants required. He 
i-esolved to become a penitent. He looked back over 
bis past Ufe witb sorrow. "I bavo einned — have 
sinned more than all others," he said to tbe other peni- 
tenta. "I am resolved to chango my mode of life, and 
now I wíll live for some good purpose," 

Eacb day bis phíz lengthened. "How solomn he 
looka!" aaid tbe friends of hia family; "poor Don 
José!" He loat flcsh rapidly, and tbe brave deliverer 
of tbe town beeanie feeble as a woraan. He attended 
oburch reguiarly, w.is alwaya at the masses.^nd neveí 
absent from the confessional. lie was, in sbort, o 
model cbHi-ch member. Tbe priests were bia friends, 
— not tbe jolly, fht, langbing padres, but tbe frizzle- 
beaded, stem oíd fellowe, tbat rarely smiled, and tben 
ouly at the fíilliea of tlie world. Don José fosted a 
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great deal, ana then, añer advising with his confessor, 
deterininea to Buourge himself; and to pass tliree days 
in eoUtary-confinement. He bado adíen to his friends, 
and locked himself into a Uttle domicile that belonged 
to the cburch. Here, in comiminion wttb himself, he 
paesed three long days and nights without food. With 
a short piece of raw hide he chastised his body, — 
vicariously, probably, after the example of his ilhistri- 
0U8 Manchegan countryraan, — and spots of blood 
(from the arterias of an ox) were observed upon the 
floor and walls of the ch.imber wben good Father R. 
entered, and who declared that hís son had done his 
duty nobly. 

Don José bad accomplishod his object. He could 
be trustoil by the clergy now, and it was with pleasure 
that the treasurer-padre gave the sum required by our 
hero. With the borrowed money he rented a farm, 
and I can so far attest to the success of bis operations, 
that as I pasBed his rcsidence I oñen filled my eaddle- 
bag with the fruits of his peoitence, which I took to 
the mili to make happy the littlo chemba of Don 
Guillermo. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

AWINTEE IN SAN JUAN — COWTINUED. 

WITH thc íipproach of spring, tlic desert around 
the mili becarae a constaiit source of Btudy to 
me. The lagoon iiear tlie house was filled with seven 
or eight specíes of diicks and teals, and occasionally a 
pair of white swans might be secn upon the water, where 
they frequently staid for several days in snccossion. 
Tho ducks rcmaincd throughout the whole year; and 
before I !eft Caúsete, the China or half-breed girla 
were fi-equently eeen awimtning into the lagoon, where 
they captured great numbevs of the young fow!. 

The green-winged teal, pin-tailed duck, and other 
species of the northern contínent, weve far from un- 
commoo. 

One day, wbile etanding in the doorway of the mili, 
attempting to get a glimpse of a dim line of the point 
of thc Pié de palo, where I had been told that a beau- 
tiful región, called the " Fertile Valley," lay embosomed 
in trees, my attention was attracted to a darfe spot in 
the sierra, whioh seemed to be a hole in the rock. On 
the following day, at eiinsct, I again distinguished the 
same dark spot : each day it grew lai^or ; and ono 
niorning an oíd miner carne into the mili, and informed 
me that a conipany of Chilenos were opeidt^ avein; 

;.oo;!lc 
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thc BÍtuation of thc sí'en-a.tlie peciiliarities of the roct, 
&o., Icd hiin to doubt of the practicability of the under- 
laking. How the party succeuded Íii their search for 
gold I have not yel leamed ; but the antecedente of 
the mouutain are bad, for-wheu the sierra was disüov- 
ered by tho early adventurers, in espectatíon of íinding 
gold, they named it Pié de Oro, or " Foot of Gold," 
and afterwardB, when they had been disappointcd ia 
searcliing for the ore, they dropped the first íiame, and 
called it that by whiuh it ís known at the present day 
— Pié de Palo, or " Wooden Foot." 

The llama and other animáis are found in the sim-a 
of this eection, which are a!so known —for wliat reason 
I never could leam — as the niountains of Cordova. 
I had not time to ^isit the range when in Canéete, 
though I much desired to do so, as the oíd guidea and 
minere told many strange stories regarding it. 

One evening, as I was in the mili at worli, a eervant 
carne from the house, saying that Don Guillermo wiehed 
to see me, and ^ve me an introdaction to a guest wbo 
had juet anived. I repaired to the house, where 1 
made the acquaintance of the celebrated gaucho, DiaUo 
McGilI. As he has quite a local notoricty, I wiH speak 
of him more fnlly here thají 1 othorwise would. 

McGill -was celebrated above moat gauchos for liis 
skill in uaing the lafiso,knife, and boliadores, and in the 
management of wild colt?. He was thc handeomest 
berdsman that I ever saw, and was so polite and easy 
i 1 his intercourse wilh strangers that I at fií-st doubted 
if he was really tJie wild gaucho of wliom I had heard 
so much. McGill wae the ow.ner of a troop of mules; 
he Icft liis nat'.vü province to fuüow the wandoring lifü 

ih,-,,ih,Google 
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of t¡ pampa merchant, becauso he despised liis own 
countrymen, and declared that they wero all peons 
(laborers), and not gauchos; íbr the provinee iu wLicli 
hewas born,being eituated «pon tho dcsei-tiat the base 
of the Andes, containcd very few eattle-farms, and con- 
sequently the itihabitants were mostly traders, laborera, 
and " loafers." 

He visited the provinee annnal]y,and wbile in his na- 
tive town invariflbly played some mad prank to aston- 
ish the natives, and keep his reputation as a diablo. 

On feast days he dressed himself in the full habili- 
menta of a herdsmao, a showy chiropó, finely-wrought 
drawei-8, heavy silver spurs, &c. His horse was selected 
■with care from his corral, and hedeclted with silver 
ornaraents'from the liead to tlie tai], and a costly re- 
cado, or country saddle, placed opon its bacli. Thus 
cquipped, he would sally forth to visit the various pid- 
perias, or drinking-shops, where the gauchos crowded i 
to listen to his songs, and tales of mighty deeds trana- 
acted while accompanying his troop of raules across the 
lonely pampas. 

All the señoritas felt happy when McGil! asked theni 
to accompany bim through la samba cueca, el gato, or 
la manguita, as the three principal dances are styled, 
and fihe who could keep the wild gaucho by her side 
for one half hour felt more gratified than if she had 
made ardozen ordinaiy conquesta. But the wild gancho 
could not lovG a fair señorita, though she might be the 
belle of the provinco, Hoi-ses, wild colts, wild bulJH, 
and wild gauchos were bis chosen companlons, and the 
&ir sex tried, but in vain, to find sonic. uñcovcrcd spot 
upon which to niake an iiiiprussion : he was impenetra- 
ble to the shafts. of Cupid. C.oo^le 
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The story is told that, during one of his last vÍBÍts, 
Don Antonio Moreno, who had always envied the a«c- 
ceas of McGill, challenged hira to pi'ovc bis skill in the 
uie of tho lasso. McGül aocepted tlie challenge, and 
entered, lasso in hand, the corral of the j^alous Don 
Antonio. 

" I will do more than you challenge me to attempt," 
said our hero, coolly. "Here aro uve hundred mules 
íd this circular yard, and as you drive around the cir- 
cle they run eight or ten abreast. Now, I will stand 
in the midtUe, and as they pasa around me yon are to 
cali out which mulé yon wish lassoed, and upon what 
leg or part of the bofly the animal ia to be noosed. 
This you must do when the particular beast is in front 
of me, 80 that I can throw the lasso when s/te is hehind 
me, Áa fast as one Í3 oaught, you are to remove her 
frora the üorral. Thus will I catch each of the five 
hundred mules, without missing a single throw, and 
catch thom while they pasa behind mt back. Will 
that satisfy you, Don Antonio Moreno?" 

The other party looked incredulons. Don Antonio 
■wító hjmself a first-rate gaucho and rastreador ; he had 
eeen good lassoing, but this offer seemed preposterous. 

"Go on,McG¡Il,"he said,with a contemptuous shrug 
of the shoulders.' "When you have caught five hun- 
dred malea behind your back, I will pay you weU for 
your trouble." 

The gaucho took his p!ace in the centi-e of tho yard, 
and, as the mules were driven around the circle, threw 
his lasso with unerring skill ; first one, then another, 
then a third, rolled over upon the giound, always fall- 
mg upon the head in a particular raanner. 
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Don Antonio suspected the gaucho, and perceivíng 
his object in throwing the nades upon their Lcad8,pro- 
tested against it. 

"You will break the necks of half of theml" he ex- 
claimed to tlie gaucho, who at the same moment, with 
a dcxterous jerlc on the lasso, sent another mulé, stunned, 
upon the ground. 

"Stop! "he shoiited. "MeGilljWhst mean you by 
throwing the mulcs ín that manner?" 

"What do I mean?" replied the herdaman, as an- 
other mu!e shared the same late of the last one. "What 
do I mean ? Why, man, I mean to break tho necka of 
all your raules, that I may give you a ceitain proof that 
I can throw the lasso equal to, and better than, any 
San Juan i no." 

"Enough! enough!" replied the exciteddon. "Ton 
have proved it; there is no necessity of further efibrt. 
Besides, these raulea are to be driven across the Cor- 
dillera into Chili, and if you break their nocka it's 
money out of my pocket. Had we not better enter 
the housc? I believe Doña Trinidad is ready to servo 
matéP 

When McGül rodé forth upon a feast day as Gaucho 
Porteño, or Buenos Ayrean herdaman, the peona of 
San Juan gazod with astonishment upon hia rich trap- 
pinga. I have the list of articlea that he and his ani- 
mal wore, Upon his favorite bla«k horse were firat 
placed throe hageras, or akina, to preserve the animal'a 
back from tbe chafing of saddle-gear. XJpon these 
Were laid a heavy, fine-wrought Jergón, or blauket, to 
absorb tho perapiration ; over these were laid, firat, a 
corona de vaca, or cow's hide covoñng, to give firmness 
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to the saddle; secondly, a corona of fine leather, to 
hide the rongher pieees beneatb. 

The latter articic, whícb was richly embosscd, was 
Tei-y ornamental, a¡id drow irora the gauchos many ad- 
miring reniai-ks. TJpoii ihia platform, or foundation, 
the recardo was placed, and kept flrmly ¡n positiou by 
a wide cincha, or girth, eut from softened, iintanned 
hide. A/Mííojí, orsheepskÍHjWas laid upon the aaddle, , 
and kept in its place by a smaller giith. The pellón 
was then eovered with a sraall piece of embroidered 
clotb, worked by the banda of some fair damsel. The 
laeso lay upon the antmal's croup, behind tbe rider, aud 
was attached to an iron ring in the broad cincha. A 
pair oí alforjas, or saddle-b^s, were thrown across the 
peak of the saddle, and around the animal's neck hnng 
a leather rope, the Mador, used to tie hira when feed- 
ing, though the lasso is generdly employed for that 
parpóse. 

Upon tho peak of the saddle were ewung the cAí^es, 
two cowe' horns, in which was caiTÍed wine or water, — 
fluida absolutely indispensable upon the travesía of San 
Luis. 

From beneatb the iefí. side of tbe coronas, cióse by 
the peak of the saddle, peepod tho three balls, the well- 
known boliadores (callod in most woi'ks of travel bolas), 
with which the gancho secnrea game while upon the 
road. 

Hangíng írom the fiador was a pair of manes, or 
shackTes, for the horse'e fore feet, which servo the same 
purpose as a pair of handcaSs. If the rider wishea to 
leave his horee in the street, where many travellers ^e 
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lega, and it is only w¡th great difSculty tliat the beast 
can slowly-raove about. Lastly, the bnclle, a magnifi- 
cent article, fonned of leatber, and thickly studded 
with ailver plat«s, and tho horse was eqnipped. 
McGill was dreesed in the gala costume of a Buenos 
Ayrean gaucho, with drawers of the finest needlework, 
and the chiropá, that covered bis loins, of costly eilk. 
From this dcscription the reader can gain somo idea 
of a fast man among the gauchos, for such was the 
guest of Don Guillermo. 

In thia connection I may devoto a few linea to a 
character weli known througbout the Provinces of La 
Plata — the rastreador, ortrailer. 

Wbüe the mili was in operation one añernoon,! had 
occasion to leavc the building, in order to let on more 
water from tho acqma. While attending to the flood- 
gate, I saw an oíd man slowly approaching the mili, 
with Iiis eyes bont npon the ground. He fi'equently 
Etopped to inspect the soil ; tlie.n, continuing hia course, 
he passed the mil!, and crossed tho rude bridge that 
spanncd the canal. Continning along tbe travesía in 
the disti-ict of Anjuco, he waa soon lost among tha 
thorn trees and Üiickets of mata-gusano. I thought no 
more of the oíd man, snppoaing that be had probably 
lost somo articlo, and waa searcbing for it. An hour 
later he retumed to tbe mili, and eaid a few words to 
Don Guillermo and several gauchos, who wore waiting 
for their respectivo turna at the hopper, In an instant 
the room waa vacated ; the party dispersed along the 
road, and as they occasionally carne together near the 
mili, I could see the oíd man giving somo advice, upon 
which tho gauchos agaiu dísperaed. Tbe party retunied 
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about eight o'clock, and from ttie peona I learned that 
the oíd man was a trailer. He had béen walking along 
thc road, and liad noticed a footprint that stvuck him 
as "deceitful." He eaid that a man had passed the 
mili about three o'clock, and that the man was a rob- 
ber. " For he wae dressed," said the trailer, " in woman's 
clothes. There are places along bis trail that pr?ve he 
held the dresa up with bis hands ; in others it trailed 
along the groand. He wore a woman's shoe, ■whieh 
did not fit him ; bis foot was broad, the ehoe long and 
uavrow. He walked in some placee, and ran through 
the thickets. No man dreesea lo woman's garb with- 
out some had intent." 

"He is somewhere among the ranchos of Anjuco." 
Wonderfn! to state, news carne from town the next 
day that several men had dressed themselves in feraale 
attire, and in tbat disguise bad visited the stores in the 
Calle Ancho, or Broadway, wbere they had purloined 
many articles, which tho rognes had hidden beneath 
their dresses. ít wae tbe ti-ail of one of these dresses 
tbat the oíd rastreador had struck. 

The patriot Sarmiento, a San Jnanino by blrth, saya 
of the characteristioa of these men, the trailers, — 

" Once, as I waa crossing a path that !ed into the 
Buenos Ayres road, the mulcteer that oondncted me 
cast his eyes upon the ground, as was bis custom, and 
said a very good black mulé passed bere yesterday ; abe 
bad an easy gait, and was aaddied ; shc belonga to the 

troop of Don . This man waa coming from the 

eierra of San Luía; the troop was retuming from Bue- 
nos Ayres. 

«A yean had p^sed since he had seen the black 
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mulé, the track of which was confused with Ihoae of a 
wliole troop, in a path' not moro than two füet wide. 
But this keenness of perception, so apparently incredi- 
ble, Í8 a faculty comnion to every gaucho ; this man was 
a mere muleteer, and not a professional trailer." 

He also describes auothertrailerin i» VidadeJitan, 
Facundo Quiroga, as foilows : — 

"I knew a trailer by the ñame of Galibar, ■who bad 
practised bis profession in one proviuce during forty 
siicoessive years. He is now nearly eigbty yeara oíd, 
and tbough bowed wlth age, still retains a venerable 
and dígnified appearance. 

" When tbey speak to bim of Iiis fabuIouB roputation, 
he answers, 'I am now usclcsa; Ibose are my cbildren.' 
It Í8 said of bira tbat during a tríp that be made to 
Buenos Ayres a saddle was stolen from bis house. 

"His wifo covered the robber's track wilb a wooden 
bowl. Two months later Galibar returned borne, and 
saw the almost obliterated footprint, that to otber eyes 
waa imperceptible, and notbiug moi-e was said of the 
occurrence. A year and a balf afterwarde Galibar was 
walking along a street in the suburbs of the town,with 
bis bead inclined towards tbe gronnd. He entered a 
house, and found a8addle,blackened,andalmostwortb- 
less fi-om «8C ; be bad found the trail of tbe robber at^er 
a lapse of two years. 

"During the year 1830 a criminal bad eseaped from 
jail, and Galibar was ebarged to find bim. Tbe un- 
bappy man, tnowing that he would be tracKed, bad 
taken all the precautiona wbicb tbe fear of tbe scaffold 
could iuvcnt. 

"Usoless precautions! Perhaps tbeyonly serveá to 
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msnarehim.for Galibar feltthat liis reputation miglit 
be compromised, and self-pridé caueed liim to acquit 
himeelf well, 

"The runaway took every advantíige of tlie nneven- 
nesa of the ground so as to baffle bis pursuer; but bis 
eñbrts'only proved tbe marvelloua sigbt of the rastre- 
ador. 

" He walkod the wholo length of streets on tiptoe, 
Ihen clinibed low walls, crossed a pasture, and retiiraed 
in Iiia own track, 

"Galibar followed without losing the trail. If he 
luomentarily misscd it, it was soon recovered. At last 
he arrived at a canal of water in the Buburbs, where 
the fiígitive had followed the current, to foil the trail- 
er. But in vaiu ! Galibar followed aUmg the shore 
without any uneasiness, and at last stopped to cxamiue 
eome grasa, witb the words, 'At thia place he carne 
ont; there is no track, but theae drops of water in the 
pastui-e indícate it.' 

"The fiigitive had cntered a vineyard. tlalibar Bur- 
veyed -witb bis eye the walls that eurrounded it, and 
said, 'He is within.' The party of soldiers that at- 
tended him sought in the vineyard witho-it siiccess. 
At length thej beoanie tíred of hunting, and returned 
to report the uselessness of their Beareh. ' He has not 
come out,' svas the hñef answer which tbe trfdler gave, 
without moving himsclf, or proceeding to a new ex- 
amination. Ha had not come out, indeed; anot'ier 
eearch discovered him, and on the fnllowiog d»y ho 
was executod." 



r„-.dh.Google 



CHAPTER SVI. 

VIENTE DE ZONDA. 

IN a preceding chapter I made referenco to the 
viente de zonda, or zonda wind ; and aa the history 
of it is irapeifcctly known in the northern continent, I 
■wiil here speak of it to eomc extent. 

The viente de zonda may be called a local wind, as 
it blows only in the vieinity of the province of San 
Juan, the town whei-e the following observationa were 
made. 

San Juan, the capital of the province, lies at the 
eastem base of the Andes, three or four Icaguea dia- 
tant from tho outer aierra, eouth latitude 31" 4' (Mo- 
lina), longitude 68° 57' weat (Arrows tai th), Behind 
tbe flrst range in a valloy are four or five farms, which 
constitute the hanilet of Zonda, from which the wind 
is named. It blowa at all seasous, though during July 
and August (raidwinter) it is most frequent. Thia 
wind is hot and parehing to the skin, and bringa with 
it clouds of duat and fine sand. 

Ail persons leave their work, and seek refuge in 
their houees, while frequently the buts of tlie ^ 
are blown down by the forcé of tlic wind. Most ¡ 
SOEs are troubled with severo headaches. Those who 
have been su ffe ring from diseases of the he art find their 
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complaints greatly aggravated, aaá frequently there 
are cases of sudden- death, Three or four years since, 
five peison** fcll dead diiring the zondas in the month 
of AuguBt The wiad lasts somelimcs two or" three 
hourí , at other times, foity-oight hours, though thls 
long durition ib rare. While the zonda is at its height, 
a fcw puffb of cold air from the south announce a 
ch^llge, and iiiimediately the wcathev-cock veei's from 
east and w est to north anjj soiith, and a cold wind, 
equally ts strong is the bot zonda, then prevails from 
the south. Ail nature is refreshed by the change, and 
men resume their abandoned labors. 

In searching through the works of the very few 
authoi's wlio have visited the interior of tbe Ai^ntlne 
Htates (all but onc or two of -whora were Europeans), I 
find that only one mentions the cxistence of this pbe- 
nomenon ; and Le did not, probably, visit tho town 
where my observatioos were raade, which locaKty is 
coneidered by tbe natives as tho northem Hmit of the 
zondas. 

Sohn Miers, the author of an interesting vork on 
the Provinccs of La Plata and Chili, remmnod a sbort 
timo in Mendoza. He states tliat this southem locality 
¡a annoyed by winds that blow during tbe summer 
months from the -valley of Zonda, and notes tho fact 
that two dark clonds carne from the north-west, and 
hovered over tbe town during the greater part of the 
night, and in the morning everything that had been 
exposed to the ¡ür waa covered with fine sand, which 
was of a light gray color, and sligbtly magnutie. It 
was Miers's opinión tbat "a souffriere, or active vol- 
cano," eiisted to the noithward of San Juan, from 
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wbich the hurricanes and showera of sanA oi'igiiiated, 
Had Mr. Miera visited San Juan, hÍ3 view of the posi- 
tion of the volcano would, undoubtedly, havo been 
changed; for though the sondas reach Mendoza to 
the Bouth, the directíon of the wind when it strikes 
that place .dlffers from tlie lino it follows when it 
ruBhos with violence npon the northern town, At 
San Juan it comes due weet from the Andes. Henee 
the starting-point of the sonda cannot be to the nortU 
of the town, as Miera conjectured. According to the 
account of tho nativea, the zonda of Sao Juan does not 
eover a broader space than ten or fiñeen miles after it 
lea ves the sierra of Zonda. 

Taking thia into oonsideration, in connection with 
Miere's statement tbat the Mendoza zonda comes from 
the north-west, differing, as it will be seen, four pointa 
from the northern town, we may infer that the Men- 
doza and San Juan zondas do not blow at tlie same 
time. If this is true, it is an interesting fact, showing 
that this peculiar wind does not always follow the 

Miera further states that these are summer winds in 
Mendoza, From pei-sonal observation, and by reliable 
acconnta of educated San Juaninos, I found that they 
wcre more particulai'ly the winter winda ; at leaat they 
are more frequent during that aeason. Invalide suffer- 
ingfrom pneumonical diseaees and complaints affect- 
ing the heart and liver, anticípate tho month of Auguat 
(midwinter) with constemation, and their anxiety is 
not quieted until they have passed through the dread- 
ed ordeal. 

While passing the winter in San Juan, I noted thn 



242 A TIIOÜSAND MILES WALK. 

courscs of «pwards of twenty zondas. Somo ivere of 
Bhort duration; others lasted eighteen or twenty hours. 
During the latter pai-t of August, as I was etatiding 
«pon thc saline desert, a fcw miles east of San Juan, 
niy attention was attracted by a cloud of dust that 
appeared to roU ti rou^h the a as it ipp oacheá me. 
I Btartod for a shelter nll 1 1 ardlj eachtd twhen 
the zonda swei t ] así fillm^ the ai w th fine ycllow 
saud. The Un pe at re of ti e pre o sly i It y at- 
mosphere sadl nly lose manj 1 ^ es, a 1 l! e occu- 
panta ofthe neighbonng huts wcre aflected with aovere 
headaches. I noted, with a compass, the coiirse of the 
■wind, which waa west. All night and through the fol- 
lowing day and night, the wind continued blowing with 
undirainished forcé. Each hour the vane beside the 
hut was oonsulted, and the same course as at first was 
always observed. A few bours before the wind ceaeed 
the sand showers were exhausted. The grcateat heat 
■was during tho first few hours ; and thia is always the 
caso if the zonda commcnces during tlie day, Añer 
continuing for thirty-sis hours the change carne. It 
was iostantaneous. The hot wind seemed cut off at 
right angles by a cold wind from the south. The 
change could not have occupied more than forty sec- 
onds. Tho south wind lasted twenty hours, and was 
as violent as the hot zonda. In speaking of tho Men- 
doza zondas. Miera does not mention the succession of 
the south wind, It is easy to comprchend that, after 
Bo lai^e an área has become fiUed with heated air, the 
efiect will be felt in tho cooler regions of the soutli, 
and a strong currcnt from that diroction will rash in 
to restore the atmospherio equilibrium. Henee tho 
oaose of the south wind succeeding the wndiÁ^ii.tO'gK 
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Jliera beljcved that the oñgin of tlie zondas was vol- 
caiiic, and a corroboratiou of his views is found in the 
■work of Sir Wood|jiug.PariRl), in wLieh he states that 
tbe volcano PengnencB, wliich is sitiiated about one 
handréd miles eouth-west from Mendoza, and reaches 
an altitude of nearly fiñeen thousand fcet above the 
level of the sea, emits clouds of ashea aod piimico-dust. 
This dust is carried by the wiads as far as Mendoza, 
but thesc clouds do not atrike the towo with the forcé 
of the Sao Juan zonda. The pumice-dust ia borne 
along by variable, -winds. From this lact we may inftr 
that the fine sand of the zondas comes from a similar 
sonree. The most important questíon ia, Wfiere origi- 
nates the hot and parching wind that álways accom- 
paniea, and is peculiar to, the zondas? The oíd 
guidea, who aro familiar with the valleya of tbe Andes, 
infoi-med me that these winds blow from off the main 
snow-clad i-idge of that great chain of mountains, and 
expi-essed their earpriae at the fact "that from a cold 
región comes a buming wind." 

Strong and steady winds generaliy follow a direet 
iine. This fact is cbaraeteristic of tbe zonífos. If 
Miers's conjecture be true regarding the origin of tbese 
winds, the position of the volcano, or souffriere, might 
be found by observing the foUowing suggestion, bear- 
ing in mind that the Mendoza wind comes front the 
northrwest, and the San Juan zonda J'rom the west. 
That point wbei'e two hnes — one running west from 
the noilhem town, tbe other north^est from the 
Boutbeni town— will iiitevsect, is the stailing-point 
of the sand clouds, if not of the accompanying bot 
wiud. 
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LookÍDg upoii tbe map of South America, we find in 
the Cordillera of the Andes, bctween tho latitudes of 
San Juan and Mendoza, four peaks niarked as doubtful 
volcan o ea : Limari,directly west of San Juan; Chuapu, 
tbirty miles farther eouth ; and near the half-way point 
of the two towns, Ligua. To the north of west of 
Mendoza stands prominent the lofty Aconcagua, that 
has been estimated by two Englisb captains to have an 
eíevation of twenty-three thousand niño hundred feet. 
The point of interseotion of the west and norlh-west 
sonda lines is in the vicinity of Liman and Chuapu, 
and, if not eitber of these, the eonda volcano is a near 
neighbor to them. 
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CHAPTEE XVn. 

ADTENTUIffiS OF DON GUILLERMO BUENAPARTE. 

DTJRING tho monthB that I rcmaincil with Don 
Guillermo, I studied well the cliüracter of mine 
host; and eo generous were his sentiments, and kind 
his heart, that each day my attachment for him in- 
creased. Hia life had been a curious one ; and as we 
sat by the tablo, one moroing, imbibing a maté., I ui^ed 
him to give me eome accoiint of hís peregrinationa 
eince leaving his native land. Grasping my hand, with 
teare visible in his eyes, he eaid, " My íHend, if you 
wUl promise to scarch out my relatíves, when you 
retum to North America, and give them my history, 
I wiU willingly anewer your request." A brasero of 
coala having been placed beneath the table, aronnd 
which the membera of the houeehold were seated, 
Don Guillermo commenced his recital, 

"At eighteen years of age, certain family troublcs 
occurred, and being a proud-spiríted youth, I changed 
my quiet life on ahore for an adventuroua one upon 
the ocean. Froni my own víllage I proceeded to the 
groat metrópolis, New York, and waa directed, aftor 
some inquiry, to a ahipping office, the proprietor of 
which inforraed me tiíat he was proeuring a lai^e 
crew for a veesel, owned, and tben lying, at líew 
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Bedford. Tbe first question aeked by this gentleraan 
was, ' Have you been round the Ilorn ? ' As this waa 
to be my first tnp iipon salt water, I infoniied him to 
thateñect, 'Well,' coatinued he, Hhat's bad enough. 
Kow, yoH Bee, I have already ehipped all the green 
hands that afc wanted, and the o!d man eent word 
down from Bedford forbidding me to tnke any otliera 
than Buch as liave made one or two voyages. But 
don't get disconraged at trifles; we will settie that 
matter: follow me.' 

«In the centre of the room was a post or pülar, wpon 
■which was a cow'a horn ; and round thia he walked 
twice, I following closo upon his hecls. ' Now,' said 
the shipping master, 'if any man, sailor or monkey, 
says that you haven't been round the Horn, just give 
him the lie. You can sign these articles, and go up 
to Eedfoid to-mon-ow momiiig, with a dozen likely 
young mcn, who are going to sea for their health, and 
they will enjoy themselves, I don't doubt, as there are 
eeveral gentlemen's eons among the crew.' 1 was 
amiiBed at thia comical way of weathcring the Horn, 
and aeked him if it would not be advisable to inform 
our captain of the quick passage I had made ; but ihe 
oíd fellow silenced me by atating that he had shipped 
hundreds of eailora (?) in the aame way, and they had 
all given eatiafaction. 

" I left New Bedford, a few daya later, ín theGolconda, 
and, after a good lun round the Hora, wo touched at 
eeveral places on the coaet of Chili, at one of which 
I left the vessel, and aecretly joined a pearl and whale 
Bhip that waa bound to the Galápagos lalanda, with 
tho intl'Htion of jívocuriitg sii])¡ilics of wood and tor 
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toises,tIie latterbeinga good remedy for scurv-y. The 
first land raade añer leaving tlie coast of Chili was 
the TQch of Dunda, whieh rises some hundreds of foet 
above the level of the'sea. Here the boats were low- 
ered to catch a species of flsh tliat weighed about six 
pounds, and fonod in large schoola cióse in to the rock. 
With piccesof pork aod white ra^ grcased, we cauglit 
in a few honra several baiTols full, whicli were taken 
on board the ship and salted down, Whüe flahing, 
the mate caught on bis hook a largo serpent, eight or 
nine fect in length, covered with scalea, and nearly as 
large as a man's leg. It carne into the boat with aevere 
Btraggles, diiring which it knocked the mate senselesa, 
and two Dutcbmen, from fright, jiiraped into the sea. 
This rock is supposed to havo once belonged to the 
Galápagos, being in the same raage, and, with a fair 
wind, Í3 but a fow hours' aaÜ from the principal mem- 
bei'S of that group. 

"Tbe ship, which had been Ij-ingoíFand on,waanow 
pnt beforc the wind, and we steered for an nninhabited 
jaland of tho Galápagos, called Terrapin Island, and, 
when neav it, a party of picked men were lowered in 
the boatB, with orders to collect all the wood and tor- 
toise that could be proonred. Tbe three boats' crewa, 
npon landing, found the island to be compoaed of pura- 
ice-stone, probably thrown from a volcano in ita centre. 
Next the heach was a narrow atrip of land, covered 
with a light growth of wood, which did not estend 
forty rods inland ; and thoogh inimediate acarch waa 
made for water, not a drop could be fouod. One of 
the crcw asaerted that inland grew a stunted prickiy 
pear, and dwarf cíimpbor trcc. We were fuH of fnti, 
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and eaeh boasted that he knew wliere to hunt for tho 
largest tortoise ; and a party of four, including myself, 
set out together, each promising to returu with a gigan- 
tic one. Aa we journeyed inland, the suiface of the 
islajid became more irregular, and was fiUed with deep 
cracks or chaems, the bottoms of whicli, in raany in- 
Htances, cou]d not be diseeraed, These fissures de- 
scended f;ir below the level of the sea ; and, boping to 
discover fresh water, wo descended into several, but 
they were all dry and warm as ovens. The rocks 
aronnd us were porous, and therefore mnst have ab- 
sorbed the water that fe!l when it rained, whích, in 
these partfi of the world, is a rare oecurrence. Aniong 
the rocka abounded a sort of lizards, with long taüs, 
called iguanas. 

" After wandering several miles and not meeting with 
tortoises, a portion of the party coneluded to "bout 
ship ' and retum, when a dispute aroso regarding the 
true direction to the bay where the ship lay, and we 
parted, I following the course that appeared-to be the 
true one, while my ihree companiona set out upon an 
entirely different one. I continued on iintil the shades 
of evening enveloped the island, and niade the volcano 
look like a grím giaiit. Here I should have rested 
until morning, aa much snffering would have been pre- 
vented ; but, feeling coofideot that my course was 
right, I travelled on in the dark, and, as I afterwards 
leamed, pasaed the bay withont bei»g aware of íts 
proximity. At laat, exhausted with walking, I lay 
down to sleep upon the pumice-stone ; but the heat 
was Bo great, that I was obliged to turn from aide to 
íide witli the torture it infllcted ¡ for the sun's heat 
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had been absorbed during the day by these rooka, 
and it was DOW given off witb an intenaity that waa 
truly astonishing. I ligbted loy pipo and tríed to for- 
get my troubles; but, aímost dying with thirst, and 
Boorehcd with the e]ow fire beneath me, the night wore 
heavlly away. When morniíig carne, I esamined my 
Btock of matches, and fonnd that three remaioed, be- 
sides a little tobáceo, and, carefully putting these ín a 
Bafo pocket, I directed my steps to the tall mountain, 
■which appeared to be but a few miles distant By so 
doing, chance might favor me, as the men had said, the 
previons day, that the prickly pear grew in the interioi' ; 
but my great object was to find water. 

" When the eun had reachcd the roeiidian, a pair of 
r;ew double-eoled Bhoea, which I had on, were worn or 
buraed through ; I had found no water, and tlie 
mouQtain appeared farther off than ¡t did when í saw 
it the previous movning. 

" Thanks to a good Providence, this misery was soon 
to be ended, at least for a time ; for while joumeying 
aiong late in the afternoon, with feet bleeding at every 
step, I espied a little green hill that peeped above the 
rocks, and witb renewed energy I piiehed forward, and 
sank fainting at its base. 

" I soon recovered fiom the exhaustion caused by my 
Bufferiugs, and asdarkuess came on, sleep overpowered 
and wrapped me in its embrace. It was after niidnight 
(so I judgedby the heightof the Southern Crosa) when 
I woke with a curionu feeling caused by suffocation. 
Reealling my scattered senses, I behcld a huge pair of 
jaws and two horrid eycs cióse to my face, while a 
clawed foot rested npon each shoulder. I trembled ¡n 
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every línib, bnt did iiot lose my self-possession ; and 
now I laugh to thiiik that thc canse of my trepidation 
was nothing moi'e than a harmless ignaDa— a large 
species of lizarcl. A single movcment of ray body 
caueed h¡m to slide from his plaue and drag Lis ugly 
form away ; but he did not chooso to cnd bie antics 
herc ; several hours he continued the annoyance, and 
determined to makc thc best of his afFectionate ways. 
I thi'ew a piece of pumicc-stone at him, and Mr. 
Iguana lay seneeless araong the i-ocka. Cutting the 
reptüe's throat and eatching the blood in tho beel of 
my dilapidated shoe, I draok it as if it had been a bev- 
erage of cool milk, With vefreshed vigor I ascended 
the hill. It wae coveved with gi'asa, and little trees 
resembling tlie American beoch grew npon it, Flocks 
of birda were flying about, and their songs revived my 
spirita. 

" Commencing a soai-ch for water, I discovered a deep 
fissure, at tbe bottoiu of which some shining substanco 
attracted my attention, and feoling certain that it was 
water, I descended into the chasm. Again was I doomed 
to dieappointment. A soft, damp raud covered the 
bottom, in which hundreds of tiny tracks told me that 
birds had visited the epot¡ and that the water which 
had fallen from the clouds had been drank or absoi'bed 
by the soil. Had I been a etudent of natural history, 
an hour could have bcon wliüed away in the atudy oí 
ortithiehnites ; but, dropplng all thoughts of science, 1 
made balls of tlie mud and sucked the moistuve they 
coutained, then climbed into the opcn air. The blrda 
were exceedingly tame, and sufFcrcd me to approach 
and knock them down with a stiek. In tliis Lbeheld 
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the beneflcence of Provklence, for liere wns food for 
many dajs. After killing soveral, I attempteil to light 
a firo with the three matches before mentioned. All 
three failed. I ate two birds ,in a raw etate, and went 
in search of an iguana to procure more blood to queneh 
my tliu'st. The sides of the hill were perforated with 
the burrows of this animal, into which it crept, leaving 
the tail outaide. I caught hold of one lusty iellow's 
appendage, but was too weak to pulí him out ; he beat 
me from side to side, and I sat down upon a rock in 
despair, 

"Tho nest day, when about to leave the hill, a sin- 
gular fact attracted my attention. The birds leít in 
flocks, and winging their way towarda the big moun- 
tain, returned in twenty or thirty minutes. 

" Following tbem for some time with my eyes, I con- 
cluded that it was for water that they left the green 
hill; andcarefully markÍDgthe¡rfiÍght,IfolÍowed them; 
but, weak and exhausted, after travelling nearly a mile 
acrosB ridges that beoame more aud more diflícult to 
surmount, it seenied advisable to return. An attempt 
to capture a young iguana was Buccessful, and this 
quencbed my thirst, while a few birds' ¡egs kept star- 
vation at a distance. Another night's i-est revived my, 
courage, and I determined, come what might, to make 
one more effort to reach the sea-coast. Another day's 
travel being over, I slept upon the pumice-stone a few 
miles from tlic hill. Ono more day of suffering, and 
when Night epruad her mantle ovcr the island, I knew 
too well that mental derangement was coming; but 
still one idea had posaesaion of my mind — Onwai-d, 
onward I 
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" I crossed a little ridge, and saw something white at 
it» tase ; for the moon had riícn, and shed its ligM over 
the buniing iíland of pumice-stono. I lo»erod niyself 
into a oliaím, and eiamincd it. My brain beoamo net- 
tled and attention fixed ; and with horror I laid my 
band apon the skeleton of a man lymg upen bis íáce, 
with a large tortoise bound to hia back by a piece of 
ratUn. Poor fellow ! be bad, nndoabtcdly, whde 
making bia way to bis ship, missed bis footiug, and 
¡alen in snch a way that be was wedged in and kept 
down by the great weigbt apon his back: perbaps 
tb« fall itsclf killcd hlm.» " Bat," said I, " wby did not 
his captaiu send mea to seareh for bim?" "By ask- 
ing sach a qneation, my frlend," begnn Don Gnilletmo, 
«yon show yom- ignorance of the character of a captaiQ 
of a whaler. Do yoa thiak, if the captain wishcd to 
raake sail, he woald wait even one day to seck for one 
of bis orewf If yon irish to satisfy yoarself on tbis 
poiat, try a voyage in a New Bedford wbaleship, and 
yon will soon be assured that my opinión is trae." 
Don Gaillermo continned bis narrativo. 
«This affecting sigbt filiad my mind with thoughts 
botb joyfnl and dismal— joyful, beoanse I knew that 
the coast waa at band, for the eiperience of the few 
days paat had taaght me that the tortoise docs not 
wander far inland — dismal, becanse it might be pt<¡- 
moniüve of my own fate. Witb a giddy head I oon- 
tinaed on my way. Of tbe .venta which occarred 
from Ihat Ume I have bat a dim recoUection. I faintiy 
Kiniember wandering on for many honrs, and «looping 
upoa the bcated rooks — tho ligbtof day commg agam, 
wheu my jonrney was continned ; the soand of rushmg 



watcra — and tben my visión became clearer. I re- 
memlier tlie w!iite saa<Jy beach that euemed covered 
witli eggs, and tiie nnging noise in my ears — tho 
Bcreaming of the eea-biíds. All tliia passed through 
my brain with tbe rapidity of lightning; thcn, rush- 
ing frantically to the sea, I swallowcd greedily large 
diaiighta of water. The cove was filled with otber 
Bwimraere, that goashed and gritted tbeir teeth, as if 
mocking my suffering. Tbey were, in reality, seáis; 
but, almost a maniac, I juraped about among them 
(so others añerwards informed me), cuttíng all kinds 
of prants; at which the wiiole echool retreated with 
fear. All then becarao a blank to me. 

" I was next aroueed by the voicea of peopie engaged 
in conyersation, together with the strong smell of 
liquors, and, opening my eyes, I found myself in a 
comfortable berth in the cabin of a vessel, which, by a 
perceptible motion, I knew to be uoder way. 'He 
has come to,' saíd a rough voice; ' there's'nothing 
like an interaal as well as esternal application of 
brandy.' Two or tbree persons carne to the berth, and 
qnestioned me regarding my 'ialand excureion.' Their 
various applicationa bad restored my eystem to a com- 
parative degree of vigor; and, aesisted by the second 
oflicer, I went on deck to behold the shoroa of Terrapin 
Island sinking below the horizon. 

" The ñame of tliis vessel was Henry Astor ; she was 
a Nantuuket whaleí-, aud her captain, my deliverer 
from a melancholy fate, was Pinkham, I would give 
bis ñame in full, every letter of it, had not nearly 
sixteen years of wandering obliterated it from my 
memoiy. 
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"A few days' sail brought na to the Marquesas Islanda, 
and by that time the sea air and good livlng bad per- 
fectly i-estored me to healtb, and I was eager for new 
adventures. Oar captain proposed remaiiiing liere a 
few days, in order to procure IVesh provisions, and trade 
was commonced witb the nativee by baitering hoop- 
ivon, knives, beads, &e^ in exchange for pigs, yama, 
coooanuts, and other friiits. A emall, uninhabited ieland 
near by was reeorted to by the islanders for fishnig, 
and our captain seot our boata to secure a sapply 
for the men. "VVe m<!t a party of natives witb canoes 
on one síde of the ialand, and we bccame very fnendly 
in our intercourse with tbem. 

"The boat returned to the ship without me,but con- 
Teyed a me^age to the effect tbat I should iiot retum. 
The raason for so doing waa aatisíictory to the sailoi-s. 
Our second offiíMjr was a Portuguese, and a vile fellow. 
He so exasperated hia watcli whüc on the passage froin 
Terrapin Island, tltat they were now rij^e for luutiny; 
and having no hiterest in theír affiíirs, I did not wish 
to be one of their nuniber longer. The Henry Astor 
would not return to North America for two or three 
yeara, and bomewai-d-bound vessela (whalers) sonie- 
times touchod at the Marquesas. Tbus, if I remaiiied 
with the natives, there was a chance of mybeing taken 
off by a better-omened ship tlian the one I had just 
leil. The next day a pearler bove in sight, and ran 
cloae in to land. I raised a signal, and was soon taken 
on board. The vcssel steei'cd for Hiva-oa,* sometimes 
" HÍTa-oa is ftboat seyenty miles sonth-west of Nuknteva, 
the islund upoa wl.¡c;h Mr. Hcrroan Mtlville, the author of " Ty- 
uec," paased fuur months among the JElanders. ., 
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callod Doinitiicii, and commcnccd business in good ear- 
Dest. The natives were employed to dive for bs in 
four or five futhoms of water, In this tlujy were very 
expert, and some of them could remain four minutes 
undcr water. Tiiey sw'am off to our boats everymorn- 
ing, and worked all day, reeeiving in piiymcut for tfaeir 
labor pieces of red flannel and bright-colored calicó. 

"Strict orderswere lepeated to us everymorning re- 
garding our dutiea for the day. We were forbidden to 
gowitbin a certain distance of the shore, as the natives 
were very treacherous, having oaptured and eaten an 
English boat's crew a sliort time before (1840 or '41). 
Three days paeaed very pleaeantly, when, upon tlie 
fonrth, word was given to be diligent, as the vessel 
woald sail for the coast of Japan witb the firet Mr 
wind. ' What ! ' exclaimed one of the boat's crew to 
which I belonged, 'are we to leave without setting 
foot on Hiv.o-oa? Shiver nay timbers if I don't go 
aehore to-morrow niglit, after work ia donel and tlie 
oíd man may send the wboie ship's compauy after me, 
if he likes.' To this expression the other two agreed, 
and, not wishing to be behind iny comrades, I coneented 
also; and before retiring to sleep we had made arrange- 
ments for a visit to tlie drcaded canniba! islands. 

" The next moiiiing the boats' crews commenced work 
as usual, and at íbur belle in the añemoon returned to 
the ship. This was the time agreed opon for caiTying 
out our design. The natives, who were with us during 
the day, had swaní ashore, and disappeared among the 
cocoa-nut groves, and the only living objects in sight 
were a paity of women, and two or thrce o!d men, the 
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sitting like statiies near them. It waa the custom of 
tliese feniales to collect in gi-oups iiear the sea-shore 
during the day, and watch their husbands and lovere, 
■who were hard at work divíiig for the pearl-oyster ; and 
taking advaritage of this circu meta tice, we, carne pre- 
pared for the party. TJpon landing, we distributed 
from our well-filled pockets varíous little preaunts, and 
were at once treated with the greatest kindness. The 
looking-glasB tbat we bi-ought iilled theni with aston- 
iehment, and Ci-ain, a young Pennsylvanian, was en- 
deavoring to teach thcm the philosophy of it by all 
sorts of gestares, when a low murmur caueed ua to look 
seaward ; and lo ! a long Hne of men, the üithers, broth- 
ers, and iovere of the female party, were advanoiiig 
towarda ue, and as we liafitily rose to depart, they 
pointed towarda the interior, and made signa for us to 
go inlund. 

"Too late weperceived our boyísh error; the boat 
had been aecured, and there was no chance for retreat, 
and siiUenly we niarclied on in advance of the island- 
ei-8. All the way Crarn gi'umbled at the fate tbat might 
be ours. He biessed his top-lights, theu careed them, 
the women, who followed, laughing all the while at his 
curioaa physiognomy. Aa we drew near the end of a 
beautiful valley, in which the nativca dwelt, Cram felt 
quite at home, and i-emarked that it waa not 'niuch of 
any conaeqnence where a pei-son lived. Thcse fellowa,' 
said he, 'have plenty to eat, and don't have to turn to 
every morning whilc in port, or every watch when at 
aea. If the king here will give uae his daughter, I wiU 
eettlc down on a farm afler swallowing my aheet an- 
chor;' and putting a quid of tobáceo in his mouth, ha 
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squirted the jalee right and left among the crowd,who 
became wild with raivth. 

"Thanks to oiii- previous kind treatment to the island- 
ers, upon arriving at their village they gave us to nu- 
derstand that we should receivo no harm. We did not 
go throLigh aiiy tñal, or appear before any council; but 
by gesturea tbey made known to «s that each of our 
number could choose a plaoe of residence froni among 
the two or three hundred habitationa ¡n the valley. I 
fauciod that of an oíd man, who must have been, iu his 
younger days, a great warrior, as his body was covered 
with scars, and one longitudinal one, that, commeneing 
upon his forehead, and ending with tho cliin, excited 
niy amazeracnt, íbr the stull had evidently been eplit, 
by some weapón, from the effects of whieh he sometiinea 
labored undcr temporíiry itieanity. At Cram's sugges- 
tion, we cliristened bim 'Oíd Spiit Ilead,' The three 
other eailors were quartered in babitations near my 
own, and for a few days we lived contentedly enough, 
every wish being anticipated and satisfied by tbese 
kind people. 

" Ono morning, about a week after our captare, whlle 
talking togetber, the conversation was suddenly inter- 
rupted by the booming of cannon, and we aróse to go 
down to tbe beaeh, but wero preveüted by our captora. 
Report añer report foUowed, and ecboed among the 
bilis that divided tbe island into sepárate parts. I was 
eonvinced by tbese sounds that our sbip bad got under 
way, and was exercising her two or three rusty guns 
for our benelit. But wbat seemod stranger thaii all 
was, that tbese reporta canie from the opposite side of 
the island, and from an entirely diftV^rcnt direction franí 
17 Cotii^rc 
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her former anchorago. Cram laughed at my opinions, 
and harangued the other two after this íáshion ; ' Ho 
says that it's o«r craft that's making al! that noiae. I'll 
Bell niyself for ¡t sea-cook if it isn't one of tliose parlez- 
vous French men-o'-war that's come along, and heard 
that we are atnong this confounded set. Now, ship- 
mates, what eay you? Ilere we bave been loafing 
about like a set of lobstcr marines, doing notbing, ñor 
serving mankind, and it's a ceitaiii fact thatwe have 
got to be laid up hcre until wc get away. Now, I, for 
one, am beartily tired-of this wasting of energies; and 
aa for living here üstening to these coeoar-nut eaters, 
who espect to tattoo us into Davy Jones'a looker, I 
won't; so come along. We can make a straight course 
across tbose big bilis yonder, and tben hurrah for Jobnny 
Crapo's boats. If yon will all start, I'll' agree to steer 
my trick to-night, if it is aboard a Frencli man-o'-war.' 
The two sailors wcre overpowered by Cram's eloqnence, 
and swore roundly that they would follow him, if he 
set out instantly. 

"Now, all tbc whilo tbc nativos bad been watching 
Bs, and wben the orator, during bis speech, pointed to 
the hills, they at once comprehended their prisonera' 
intentions, and, coming forward, an oíd man, better 
dreseed than the others, gave us to nndet^tand, througb 
BÍgns, that npon the other side of the raountain dwelt 
other savages, who were tbeir encmies. Nothing 
daunted, Cram and bis associatcs sot out for Ibe raoun- 
tain, followed by a party of islanders, who continued 
expostulating witb them until they reacbed its base. 

"The oíd man, wbom I now took to be the chief, in 
an authoi'itative nianner, duspatcbcd a sccond- 
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bJt Crara and tbe other two sliowed fight, and, roliing 
down íarge stones «pon the ehiof a men, prevented tbem 
from advancing. As thu three reckiess fellows neareá 
tho Hiimreiit of the niountairij they ivere watched witli 
intense intorest hy the people below, A few minutes 
more, and they had disappeared on the other side, 
where they met the savages of whom they had been 
warned, who drove thom baok, flghting with great fury. 
The int!ii in our village ran for thcir arme, and a loud 
ehoiit i-esonnded throTighoiit the valley. Twice I ataited 
to join in the affray ; but tbose near me prevented my 
departure. The fight lasted about flfteen minutes, und 
was ended by the death of the white men, my compan- 
ions, The cnptora retired to tbeir own territory, whilo 
I wept for the first time eince leaving my native land. 
I Was but jnst nineteén years of age, and was, perbaps, 
a piÍBonei- for ufe, destined to live apart from my coun- 
trymen. I bad been nuitured in refineraent, and 
trained under the boiy iufluence of a mother's prayers; 
and DOW a most miserable 4ife was before me, indolence 
and barbarity. 

" The fate of my friends was a cmel one. The nativos 
aroimd the base of tbe mountain saw them figlit bravely 
until overpowered by superior numbei-s, when one by 
one the three sailoií were felled to the earth. Cram 
was seen stmggling with an islander until aiiother na- 
tive, with bia spoar, broliu the poor fellow's jaw, and 
he was obliged to aurronder, 

"About noon the next day carne a depntation from 
the people of the territory behind the mountaína to 
Riake peace with our ' Tehokc ' (principal chiof ), whícb 
caused a gi-cat jxilavor among our natives. To appease 
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our chlef, a gift was pi-esented him by the committee. 
It was rolled np in eocoa-nut leaves, the first layer of 
■wiiich was greon, as ií just gatlieriíd frora the trees. 
Whilo tbey slowly unrolled the prcsent, the natives 
cluetered around it, and as wrapper after wrapper fell 
to the groTind, a síght was disclosed that caneed me to 
shudder. It was a fitting present from canDÍbals, the 
leg of poor Cram, browned from the effects of íire. I 
identified the limb by mcatis of a tattooed ring «pon 
tbe calf, that still retained the original color. But this 
gift, insteadof sootbing the iré of tbe haughty'Tc- 
hoke,' produced an entirely differeot effect ; for he called 
a council, and, after a palaver, tbe caunibal committee 
were dismiased, and war fornially declared. The island- 
ers wei-e wild witU excitement, and I was made to 
sing, in the midst of the rabble, a grand hoolo-hoolo, 
and to dance, which I did to the music of a dnini, 
made by atretcbing human akin acrosa the ends of a 
Bhort, boUow log. 

« At dawn on the following day, an army of nearly 
tbree hundred mon ascended the mountaiu, and disap- 
peared over the sammit. 

" The day of battle was one of nature's loveliest. The 
rays of tbo sun, with trembling light, pierced the dense 
foliago of the grovea around the absent wariiors' bornes, 
and sparkled upon tbe cool stroaros of water meaodcr- 
ing along the valley, and falling in líttle cascados among 
the rocka. It -wonld eeem a time and place for quiet 
thoughts and pious raeditation. But mymind waB not 
in a fit Btate to appveciate the beauty that reposed 
around me. I wauííered througb the valley, thinking 
of raycurioas situation, of the strange beings who were 

C.oogle 
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my compaiiions, and my isolation from civilization. I 
thoaght of the happy American home that I had left, 
and my memoi-y went back to a bcauliful Sabbath 
morning {the day prior to my departurc from home), 
when, taking tho hand of my sister, I led her to a little 
wood behiüd the house, and there she sang to me a 
song, the worás of which have eince rnng in my cara, 
throagli all my wanderings, over sea and laod, and 
have kept me from the errors that have caiised the 
downfall of tbousands. 

" Perched iipon the top of a cocoa-nnt tree. Oíd Spiit 
Head kept on the lookout for newa. Beyond'him 
another dark head peeped above the foliage, and still 
nearer the mountahí another and another nativo could 
be seen. Thia was a teiegraphic Une of oommunica- 
tioii. 

" Soon after the natives had disappeared over the 
mountain, tbe reporta of a few muskets, obtained from 
the Eüghsh boat's crew that was captured some months 
before, togethev with distant shonts, told me that the 
game was up. After this, a long sileuce caused me to 
doubt as to who werí the victors, for I beheved that 
if our party were suecessful, they would return quickly 
with what booty conid be obtauíed. 

" About four o'cloek in tbe afternoon, a courier ap- 
pearcd on the brow of the mountain, and a telegrapbío 
message carne quickly to Oíd Split Head, who waa 
beside me at the door. Now, as my guardián attempt- 
ed to communieate the intelligence to me, he became 
so excited that he could do nothing more than jump 
bigh in the air, roU over ancl over upon tbe ground 
and shake liia long speav at a treu. lie then canght 
G Otilóle 
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me by the arm, and led me to the beach, whcre the 
army arrived, an hour after, in six largc war-canoes, 
each holdiiig about fifty rowcra, These canocs, to- 
gether with three men, and many pigs and weapoiis, 
had been captured during the engagoment, The thvee 
captive warTÍora lay bound in the bottom of the boat, 
and were unable to move hand or foot. 

" Now commenced a grcat hoolo-boolo, duñng which 
I waa embraced by the Tchoke in presence of the 
multitude. The three prieonera were removed to a 
little equare formed by a wall of stones, and left nnder 
a gnard for the niglit, and I was informed that upon 
tbe nest day I should receive a high tahoo. This ia 
a mark of distinction and piivilege, differing according 
to the grade or class of the taboo — some caueing the 
person tabooed to stand above those who have a \ow 
mark upon them. This favor ia. only given to men ; 
the women do not receive it, and are, therefoi-e, in one 
sense, elaves to their busbanda. The next niorning the 
Tehoke perfonned the procesa of tabooing, by passing 
over my head a piece of tappa (native clotb), and 
pronouncing several words not compréhended by me. 
After this the Telioke prescnted me with two wives, 
one of -whom was bia own danghter, and Split Head, 
with two ingenions fellows, built in the course of the 
day a new habitation, in wbich I was to dweil. 

"Now carne the hour in wbich the prisoners taken 
during the battle wáre to meet their doom. They 
were seized by a party of nativos, and each one placed 
ei-ect, with his back against a cocoa-nnt tree. Aroand 
llic nock of the victira, and trunk of the tiee, was wonnd 
a short picw of native ropc, and a sti'.'k beii^g^^lM^d 
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ía the bight, it waa tumcd around several times, untíl 
the tongue protruded from the mouth, and the prisouer 
was dead. Deep boles were dng and lined with stoiies, 
«pon wbicb a- large fire was kindled, and allowed to 
continué burning until the stones were very hot. The 
ashes and sticks were raked oiit, and the bodlea uf the 
prisouera, which had been prevlously wrapped in many 
layers of cocoa-nut leaves, were laid in the cavitiea, and 
hot stones placed npon them. There waa no chance 
of Htraylng from the spot, as I sat cióse by the Tehoke ; 
liat I sickened and my head grew dizzy at the horrid 
sight. The horrors of a cannlbal feaat I will not de- 
scribe. Suffice it to say that the natives became in my 
eyes as wild animáis devouring prey. 

" I now led a more agrceable life than I bad fonnerly 
enjoyed, tbat Is to say, if enjoyment consista in having 
a mind fi-ee from care or trouble, Before the taboo 
had been placed «pon me, tbere wci-o times wben some 
of the natives attempted great freedom with my per- 
Bon, and were a source of trouble to me. Now I lived 
f.s the chiera aon-in-law, and as a person of distinction, 
as I possessed a bigh taboo. I waa ingenious, and by 
repairing the oíd flint-lock muskets of the cbief, took 
a new stand aa a man of superior endowment. As 
month after roonth passed away, I became moro accus- 
tomed to my situatiori, and felt, at times, altnoat con- 
tented with my lot. I begnn to acqiúre the language, 
and took part in the councils of tbe cbiefs, where my 
word was valued. During all thia timo I passed but one 
ordeai, that of tattooing. I was 'taken by foree from 
my dwelling, and, being laid «pon my b^ek, nnderwent 
an operation, the effccts of which I shall cariy with 
me to tbe grave." ■iHij^lc 
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So saying, Don Giiillermo divested huneelf of hl& 
shirt, and there were visible upon his breast two cnvious 
Bpecimena of Marquesian tatlooing, " This figure on my 
!eft eide" said he, "is intended to repieseiit the moon, 
while tJie one on the right is the sud." Upon bis tbigits 
and arnas wcro other figures equally ciiiious as those upon 
his breast He then continuad : "Once I was dragged 
ont to be ornameüted npon the face; but I struggled 
and begged eo hard to escape from the hands of tho 
artists, tbat Oíd Split Head, whose influence was consid- 
erable, interceded with the islanders, and I was perraitted ■ 
to go free. Having acqnired the dialect, the natives 
placed more confidenee in methan tlieyhad prcvioasly 
done, and I walked along the sea-coaet two or thi-ee times 
a week with the hope of seeing a vessel. Once or twice 
I descried sbips in the distance, but was doomed again 
and agdn to disappointnient, as they did not approach 
the island ; and for eleven long, weary months, did I 
remain a prisoner among the cannibals of Hiva-oa. 

"In conversing with the islanders, they liad often ■ 
spoken of a foreigner, who, by some aecident, bad been 
a resident among them. They called hiin Ooiie, and 
though I qnestioned them regarding his escape, they 
would not ^ve me any clew by means of which I conld 
asceitain the method be usod to obtain his freedom I 
afterwards comforted mysolf by believing that as one 
person had been taken off the island, aiiother might 
meet with the same good fortune ; and fi'om the time I 
received the above information, my eyea were always 
gazing ovcr the surface of the ocean for a glimpse of a 
distant sail. 

" As the elevcntb month of my life among tte canm- 
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bala drew to its cióse, a whaler from Noith America 
di'ojiped anchor ¡a tlie little bay, aud airaost in tha 
same spot where, Dcarly a year before, I had gazed with 
admiratioii upon tlie ti'Opical scenery of my now ¡sland 
hoioe, the jtrisoa-ground that debaiTed me from civUiza. 
tioD. The rara event of a ship visiting Hiva-oa threw 
ita inhabitanta into a state of great excitement, aorne of 
Tvhom were for having me cloaely guarded, while otbei-s, 
too much occupied in getting ready their fruits for a 
market, only laughed and sbouted to increase the con- 
fusión that everywhero prevaÜed. During the hubbub 
and clamor of voicea, I conversad witli sonio of the 
femalea, whose ideas of a siiip and the uses to which 
one is applied, were of the most primitive kiod. 
' Where does tha great monater live, and from what 
countiydoes it travel?' theyasked, gaziiig at the same 
time cageily into my face, aa if especting to rcceive 
an incoiTect reply, 'It comea Irom my own country, 
vrhich is a long way off,' I answered. To this one 
^ouDg girl gravely responded, ' Then your home ia in 
the douds, for this thing (the ship) rains down; we 
have seen tlie same before two or three times.' 

"The mon swam off to the vessel, and, while absent, 
I endeavored to persuade some of the chiefe to allow 
me to go upon the same errand the next day; but in 
this I was iinauccesaful. They stemly objected to my 
ajipeals, and, urged to desperation, I projected an es- 
cape, but was twice foiled in tbe attempt. 

" The aecond night after the whaler arrived, I left the 
hnt before the islanders aróse from their slumbers, and, 
thougli my moveinents had been watched, I reached a 
branch of the valley stream, and, wading along its 
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course up to my chin iu water, soon eutered tlie sea, 
and boldly struck out for the vessel ibat lay at her 
anohorage. 

"Thü raan who had the anchor watcli saw the gleam 
of light in iny wake, caused by the displacemcnt of the 
water, fbr the moon was high in the heaveos, and the 
emallest object could be easily distinguished. Think- 
iug I was a savage on a predatory excursión, he called 
the mate, who iii turn aroused the captain. A rope 
■was thrown to me, and half an hour añer leaving my 
hut of canes and cocoa-nut bouglis, I was suirounded 
by a half-naked group of down-east grcenhorns, who 
kindly presented me with a suit of clothes, in place of 
my island ono of tappa. 

" The next morning, the master of the whaler, Captain 
Brown, tliinking that my escape might exaspérate the 
natives, naast-headed the tQpaail yards, and heaved 
short our cable, to be in readiness to leave in the 
aftemoon, at the moment the heavens gave indications 
of a brceze. While these pi-eparations wero under 
way. Oíd Split Head came down the beach, and lowdly 
shouted my nanie. To prove his affeotion for me, I did 
not answer his cali; whereupon he danced about for 
some time, clutching his hair, and then rolling upon 
the sand, appearing to be ín hysterica. 

"Towards thvee o'elock cauíe the wished-for breeze, 
and with it the order to 'fill away the topsails.' 
Springing to the sheets,' a party of «s hauled them 
borne, while others heaved up the anchor, and as we 
slowly stretched away from Hiva-oa, I breathed a 
prayer of thanks for my safe deliveranee. The long 
line of natives upou the beach, at sight of our depart- 
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ure, could restrain tliomscivcs no longor, for above 
forty thruw tíiemselvea into tht! sea, and fbilowed after 
ua like a school of poipolses. I tlirew out a rope for 
Oíd Spiit Head, and the rapidíty with wbich he as- 
cended the eliip's eide drew many remarks of admirar 
tion from the sailors, who declared that ' uo sait coald 
have doDe it bettor.' The instaiit he touched the deck 
he embracod me, aud, refuslng to be comforted, j)omted 
üver the ship's aide at one of my wives, who was tread' 
ing water, and softly uttered ber iiame many times — 
'Caahool Cuahoo!' Captaiu Brown gave the oíd fellow 
Beveral pleces of red flannel, and a few pounds of to- 
báceo, and, roíhng the latter in tbe cloth, he lasbed the 
bundle to bis head, and with a long, tearful embrace, 
we parted. 

'" This was tbe last time I aaw Oíd Split Head, who 
was the triiest and best fríerid I ever had ; and many 
times since we pai'ted, wlien amid triáis and sufferings, 
my thoiighta have turnod to our little but beneath the 
cocoa-nut grovo, wbore so many bours had been passud 
in hís company, savage thoiigb he was; and 1 have 
iBgretted leaiing that romantic island. Then reason 
and the voice of duty have said, 'You were born 
among civilized people, and it ia yoiir duty to act 
manfally against vicisKitadeB ; biit to Uve a life of ease 
and pleasure, surrounded by things that injure rathor 
than etrtngthen the noble faculties of the suul, is sinful, 
and is not in accor'lance with the pnnciples of tnith 
and of the Bible.' 

« From Hiva-oa a breeze wafted ns into Talcahuana, 
the port of Concepción, Chili, where I remained for 
flome montbs, woiking at diffeient trades, in nearly all 
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of which I was able to com]>ete with the native work- 
men. I oould roíate to you many iiiteresting etoriea 
of the Araucanian Iiifliaiis, who occupy the eouth of 
Chili, and often come to Concepción to barter their 
ponchos, mantas, &c., for English avticlea ; but having 
occnpied much of your time, I ehalt drawmy nan-ative 
to a closo as hooq as possible. 

" While residing in Chili, I made the acquaintance 
of two young men, who, having visited Juan Fernan- 
dez, spoke encoui-agingly of the chances that exieted 
for making money upon that island. And they pro- 
poeed that we should purehaBe a boat and repair to the 
island, where thousands of goats run wild, and there 
pasa a few months in securing the skins of these 
animáis, after which we werc to sail to MaBafuero, an 
adjacent island, where there wcre a large number of 
seáis. 

"I had earned by this time a suíEcient sum of money 
to acccpt of their offer, and they being supplíed with 
hke amouiits, we purchased a farge whale boat, a stock 
of provisions, and three dogs, besides guns, ammuni- 
tion, and all the accessories neceseary to insure success 
to our enterprise. Wc bai'gained with the captaín of 
a vessel that was about leaving Talcahuano ibr a sperm 
whaJe cruise, to leave us to onrselvea when tho sbip 
hove in sight of Juan Fernandez, near which his course 
lay. One thing more was yet to be done ; wo had no 
person to do the drudgcry of pi-cparing and cooking 
our food.. Our choice, therefore, foll upon a stout 
negro, called Pedro, who was fluent in the use of the 
English and Spanish languages, and for a low sum we 
secured his se rv ices. 

iir„-.dh.Google 
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" The ship put to sea with a gentle breezc one fine 
morning, and eariy on tlie fourth day the rough peaks 
of the island were seen above the horizon. 

" Preparations commenced immediateiy for disem- 
barkation. Our little craft was launched, the masts 
Btepped, hcr cargo careñilly adjusted, and qidckly tum- 
bliog ia onr dogs and Pedi-o, ve bade adieu to the 
wíialer, 

" Though the breeze blew fiesh at the time we left the 
ship, and our party spread cveiy stitch of canvas, it 
was not nntil night eet in that our boat grounded amid 
the eurf upon the white sandy beach of the romantio 
Robinson Crusoe island, and wo all crawled on ehore 
drenched with spray to the skin. 

"A few days aíler, a hut waa completed, and our 
party commenced busincsa in good earnest ; and whilo 
the three whites were occupied in captnring the goats, 
the black, Pedro, officiated as cook and housekeeper in 
our little dwelling. JÜnong the clifS tlie goats scani- 
pered about aingly and in little parties. It was our 
object to concéntrate all stragglers, and driving them 
into some little nook or valley, from which there was 
no escape, we ehot them down, or, when practicable, 
capturcd them with the lasao, In collecting the stray 
goats into paities, we were greatly asaisted by our 
dogs, which had been trained for the purpose, 

"When the animáis abounded in places where the 
valleys were large and did not aflibrd opportunities for 
capturing them, we liuilt stono enclosui'cs, and in them 
intrapped largo numbers. To capture and skin thiity 
goats was considerad no more than a good day's labor 
for each man. Thua our pile of gkins towered- bigher 
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cach dsy, and promised ns a Hule fortune wien we 
ehouia dispose of them on tlie continent. 

"While enjoying this snccess, a distant sad was 
dislinguishad ono aftetnoon by Podro, who lan oat 
of bis domioilo u> inform us of tlie weloome faot. Tbe 
following day our but wn. honored by ibo presenoc of 
ono of Soutb ADOiica's besl and greatost chJdron, the 
patriotio and learned Don Dommgo F. Sarmiento, 
wbo, having been sont abroad, by tbo govemmont of 
Chili, to visit different portions of tbo woild, to gam 
information of snperior onstoms, »itb tbe intention of 
introdncing snob as were praollcable to tbat repnbbc 
on bis rotnin, bad fiíiit oallcd at this island, wb.ob be- 
longs to tbat government. 

"Tbough sent upon such a commiseion, Sarmiento 
ivas not a Cbileno by birth, bnt bad rcsided in Cbili 
somo yeaiii, baving been eiiled from bis nativo eountry, 
tbe Argentino Repnblio, by tbe tyrannioal Kosas.wbo 
was ever unea.y wbcn a pbilantbropist or acholar was 
witbin tbo land over which he sttetched bis arm of 
¡ron and bathod bis liands in the blood of her people. 
It i« nnnecessary for me to give yon a» aocount of tbo 
stay of this great man npon tbe island ; snfSce it^to 
■ay, we beoame vory intímate, he sloeping mne sno- 
cessi.e nights npon my bed of goat-skins ; and wben I 
visitcd bim in Chili, after bis retnm from Enropo and 
Nortb America, ho prosented me witb a copy of bi, 
travols; • rimes <h Sarmiento; in wbioh yon will tnd 
tbe particulan of the visit. Betore General Rosa. iva. 
driven ont of office and conntry, Sarmiento himseU 
had crossed the Cordillera and Pampas, and was Sght- 
Intt against tbo army of tbe tyrant; and "g^ »»|J 
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visit to hito, he said, handlng me a trusty sword, 'Don 
Guillermo, yoiir ingenuity is remaikable. I have not 
been able to clean this iiistrument. Will you oblige 
me by removing from it all traces of rust? ' He tlien 
reached his hand above an escritorio, and ae he held 
out another weapon, a smile playing upon his noble 
foaturas, be said, 'My filend, thÍB sword you need 
not clean ; I shall keep it as a memorial ; for upon its 
suríace are bbod-etains from the beart of a tyrant, who 
wonld have been lite Rosas, had not I, wliile ¡n the 
engagcmcnt, sought him out and thrnst my trusty steel 
through his heait. Now I can go back to the Argen- 
tine Bepublic and to freedom, íbr the tyrant and his 
Mmorca* have been driven from their stronghold, 
and their dread infiuence is at an end.' 

"After remaiñiiig some few months on Juan Fernandez 
and the neighboring Masafnero, a whaler arrived and 
took off our eompany with tlieir property. Befove the 
ehip leñ the island, according to a pi'omise 1 had made 
to Sarmiento, I cut his ñame deep in a lídgo of rock, 
where it can be seen at the present day. 

" Welcome was the lirst sight of the- main land 
aíjer months spent upon a emall island. When we 
reached Valparaíso, to ooi' dismay the price of goat- 
skina and furs had fallen, and in place of receiving 
the espected sevcral thousand dollara in rctum for 
my goods, I quietly pocketed six hundred dollars, 
and swallowed my disappointment. The goat-skina 

* Tlie Masorca was a clnb of tliree hundred men, organized 
by Eosas lo cut the throats of )i¡B political foes and defcn ieleea 
citizens, who would not Buocumb tu his tyratinical Bway. . 
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brOTight one real (12¿ cents), and in some cásea two 
reals each, while the eeals eonimanded from thrce to 
sis reals. 

« Not caring to foUow a roving life any longer, I pro- 
ceedod to the capital of Chili, the beautiful Santiago, 
and for a time found entertainment in pursiiing varioua 
trades. About thia time I made the acquaint^ce of 
a young artist from íforth America. Troubles bad 
driven him, like mjself, from a good borne, and, being 
often togethcr, our attachnaent became such that ít was 
spoken of by every one. One evening, as we walked 
arm in arm along the Tauamar, and ncar Fort Santa 
Lucia, he pointed in tho direction of a nunnery, ajid 
gaid, ' Within those walls is a young lady that I would 
bave married long ago, but her párenla, despiting one 
they were pleased to cali a gringo, placed her in that 
building, fearing that shc might elopc with her lo\er 
to fiome otber part of the countiy. Once or twiee I 
bave received Ictters fiom hov, and, like myself, she 
does EOt care to live longer, and unless bo can be 
united soon, notliing but the death of the suicide is 
lefl to me.' I waa grcatly affccted at tliis dihclosure, 
which only ecrved to bind our fiiendship still strong^r. 
I was not tlic only friend frum »hom tbo young artist 
could draw eympathy. A daring North American, 
armed witb a Colt's revolver and a fine key-hole saw, 
ropaired one daik night to the nunnery, scaled its 
walls, and tearing off the tiles, cut a tole through the 
porous wood-roof, and took from the praying-room the 
young bctrothed, who liad made a vow to her conjuror 
to resort to that place each night to pray untii her 



prayers were answered, but in a very different^! 
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than the priest would Lave wiühed, had ho knowu tlie 
blessing asked for. 

" The next day the lovere were united, and bade me 
farewell forever. Before the vigilantes were summoncd 
to rétate the conpie or arrest the perpetrator of tlie 
deed, against whom injured Catliolicism r^sed a, loud 
ery, the bride and bridegroom, mounted on fleet horses, 
were on their way to BoHvia, where they are now 
probably residí ng. 

"It was piovcd that, at the time of the rescue, our 
conntryman, the artiat, was in sonie other place; and 
being bis t'rlend, and known to be iiigeniona, I was 
pointed oat &s the culprit, People became excited, 
and while the vigilantes weve about, a trusty fi'iend 
brougbt me two horees, and volunteerñig to become my 
travelling corapanion, we eet out for the Argentino 
Republic, that lay on the eastern side of the Andea. 
The Uepallata and Portillo passes were watched, and 
nothing remdned but to follow down the valley of 
Tupungato to the Planchón Pasa. Withont sustenance 
for our animáis, and but a smalí Biipply of food, wa 
commenced a journey that tho oíd arrieros themsclvea 
would Lave turned back froni. The lofty sides of the 
mountains hemmed us in, and we followed on, day 
after day, until our horsea died, and we were on the 
point of Btarvation. At laet we reachcd the Planchón, 
which 18 cióse npoii Patagonía, and croasing thia flat 
mountoin, which is compoaed of light gravel, resem- 
bling snnffin color and fineness ofgrain,we carne upon 
0. little fort, fiom wbich a iéw soldiers ran on secing 
US, shouting, 'The Indiana! the Indiansl' We lelí 
theoí aíler quieting their fcars and receiving a little food 
18 
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"The next daytwo Indiana approaclied, and uttered 
ropeatedly the word 'amüe' (friend). Thcy kindly 
undertook to guide ns to Mendoza, a town that 
lay oae hundred and eighty leagues to the north. 
These two savages cüptured with thelr hoUadores 
Beveral osti-ichea and one or two gnanacoa, upon the 
flesh of which we feasted. When within two daya 
í)f tile town, onr guides pointcd out the trne direc- 
tion foi- US to füllow, and, shaking hands with them, 
we paite d. 

"Upon aiTiving in MendoKa I fonnd employment 
for 3 whilc, bnt, not liking the place, went north to San 
Juan, while my friend returaed to ChUi. And heve I 
have lived for nine yeara, having been married for tho 

last ais or seven to the daughter of Don , an oíd 

soldier, who has fought in the battks of the revolutions 
which spring up every few yeafs in this province." 

After returning to North America, I wrote many 
lotters of inquiry for the benefit of Don Gulllenno. 
Severa] of these lettera were answered. Otliers, prob- 
ably, never reached the destinations for which tliey 
wore intendod, 

I fonnd that a portion of my fñend's faraiiy were 
still living, and thcir heartfelt lettera to me amply 
renaid tho excrtions I had mado to diacover thcir resl- 
dencea. The history of Don Guillermo has a loueh of 
romance about it. One pci-aon wroto as followa : 

» F D g (the fatber of Don G.) was a younger 

eon of the high chamberlain to the King of Saxony, 
and as his eider brother took the office and title of his 
father, he, F., took to the army, aa ia usual in that 
íiountry,and,Íi.st before the cióse of our revolutionary 

' C.oogle 
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Tpar, carne to New York as niíijor of a regiment of 
Heesians. Aftcr peace waa dcclared, ho remained, and 
marñed a wealthy lady," &c,, &o. 

Thu8 niuch regarding his parentagc. The canse 
that drovo him from tlie land that he even now adores, 
remains a secret with tho few in whoso breasts it will 
be surc of a safe keeping. 

From another quarter I received the following Unes, 
which were written by the cooper of the Henry Astor, 
■who took oharge of the ship on her homewavd pas- 
eage: "In looking ovcr my jonrnal of notes of that 
voyage, I have not mentioncd the coming on board 
of the young man (Don Guillermo) aC Galápagos 
Islands; bnt on the 7th of October, 1842, I have 
merely mentioned that we lost, by desertion, whüe at 
Dominica (one of the Marquesas Istande), a boy. 
The pat-ticulara of which I recorded in the ship's log 
book. 

"The pavticnlare of bis coming on board, or of hÍ3 
leaving, have pasaed from me, and I could wish that 
many otber occiirrencesof that eventful voyage might. 
H. C." 

Letters from Nantucket inform mo that the log-book 
of tbe Honry Astor was lost in the great iire of 1846. 
The captain'a prívate journal, brought home by Mr. C, 
the cooper of the ship, contains the inforraatioii de- 
sired, " A Scotch boy, by the ñame of James Walker 
(assumeil ñame), doseited the sbip at tho Isle of Dom- 
inica, one of the Marqnesaa, on tlie 8th day of October, 
1842; and they had good reason to believo that he 
was enticod away fmm the ship." 

Not ]i;i\irig seca i!io ciiiitniíi'.'j Journal, T canaot Icarn 
!■ -.1 ^Gotli^lc 
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anything rMative to the men who aceompaníed Don 
GuiJlei-mo ■when he Icft the vessol. I have added tbeso 
faw facts, thinkiag that thcy might be íntoresting to 
the relatives of Don Guillermo, who are now able to 
carry on a corresponden ce with him. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

CKOSSING TIIE ANDES. 



WHILE the íig, Ihe olive, and tlie orange trees 
were clolbed iii green, and vast herds of cattle 
from the great pampas were arríving, to be fattened iñ 
the clover-fielde, the mountaina still romained uovered 
with snow, and impaBsablo, save to the trained courier, 
StiU I had seen all that rendered San Juan attractive, 
and a longing to return to my own countiy carne so 
strongly upon me, that I dctermined to risk a paesage 
to Chili at the earliest pOBsible moment. 

It was only wheo my intentiona becarao known that 
I wae made aware of the numbers and kindly feelings 
of my San Juan friends ; for so many were tntei'ested 
in my welfare, and warned rae so earnestly of the 
danger of the journey, and attempted to receive from 
me the proraise that I would remain with them, at 
least until the snow had disappeared, that I could not 
but feel I had indced fallen in with sorae of tho truly 
hospitable and generoas peoples that here and there 
ai-e scattei'ed over the world, making it, as do the oases 
in the degert, not all a drearíoess. 

I leamed fi'om these friends that the northcrn passes 

that led to Copiapo and Coquimbo were buried in fhe 

enow, and that, on the firat-named road, a party of 

iir^jhíGoogle 
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cigh t arrieros, while lately attempting to cross into Chili, 
had been frozen to death. The Coquimbo road was said 
to be equally as bad, for there eleven experienced guidea 
bad just fallen victima to a fiercc snow storm in the 
valleys of the Andes. The two southern passcs of Us- 
pallata and Portillo were more elevated tban tlie two 
northern ones, but wore mucli shorter. The Portillo 
could iiot be pasaed by man. Tlie mait road of TJspal- 
lata was the one fixed upon by me as the most practi- 
cable; and though the coufier reportad the loss of two 
young Chilenos, who probably had been swcpt away by 
the mountain torrent, I believed that, having been 
reared in a New England cümate, whose winters ai-e 
rigorous, I could bear tíie hardshipa of tbe cold better 
tban the native guidee the m sel ves. 

Wbile I was contemplating an early start, an oíd 
man called, and requested permíssion to give an ac- 
count of bis sufferinga, he having attempted the pas- 
sage of the Cordilleras a few daya before. 

" We stai-ted," he said, " with evcry prospect of suc- 
cess, The weather had been scttled for several days, 
and with onr mules we left the outer sierra, and pene- 
trated far into the raountains. But good fortnne did 
not remain the same, for suddenly a great temporal 
carne flying from the south, and enveloped ns for many 
hours in its terrible folds. The snow fell in douds, and 
I, of all my party, escaped ; niy companions are fi'07«n 
in the dñfts, and there they will remain until the melt- 
ingofthe snow. Look at my bands; all of the fingers 
were frozen, and also my cheeks and nose. JVí>, señor, 
^orte Americano, no pasa od. la Cordillera/^ 

The pooroldgniíc wiis hi a ¡í\üí\í] cündiüon; bnt. 

Google 
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nndonbtedly, had lie beun twenty yeara younger, he 
would liavc fared bettei. I confess that this news, 
with tlie entieaties of niy fiiends, forced me to poBt- 
fione Crossing tlic mountains «iitil a latcr date. I 
consented to remain, and fur &everal weeks tried to 
content myeclf; bnt when fonr weeks bad pasbcd, I 
became resohed, and packing my notes, and a few 
specbnena of natura! history, in my canvas bag, I 
announced to my fiiends my firm detei'mination of 
leaviog the country. 

Don Guillermo, on seeing that I was in eamest, 
ordered his peón to lasso my horse, and bring him to 
the corral, and made every preparation for my comfort 
in the jonrney that his inventive hVú\ could euggeat. 

On Satnrday, Kovember 10 (the last spring month 
of that latitude), I bade adieu to the family, and 
Btarted on the road to the city. Don Guillermo accom- 
panied me to the river, thaf was swollen by the floods 
from the valleya of the Andes, and went roaring along 
its course with a fearful rapidity. At the banks of the 
torrent my friend bade me farewell, charging me to be 
faithful to the promiso I bad made him, namely, that I 
would endeavor to find oiit the residence of his sur- 
viving relatíons, whom he bad left sixteen years before 
in Noi-th America, during which time he had not hcard 
one word of their wclfare or whereabouts. I promised 
again, and said farewell, and lefl, him ; it was necessary 
for mo to cross the rivcr, and I at once spurred my 
horse into the totxcnt, and began to ford ; fortunately, 
the animal was sure-footed and strong, and we landed 
safely on the opposite shore. 

I passcd most of tlie next d;iy at a friend's house, 

Google 
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within the limita of the town, and at dusk rodé oat to 
thc post-house, and presented a letter of introduction 
to the proprietor, a garrulous oíd don, whose good en- 
tertainment for man and beaet had made his hoase a 
favorite resort for travellere. The don read iny letter, 
and declared that I ehould vemain with him for some 
time, as it was impossihlc to ci-bsa to Chili. Tho nest 
day, Don Carlos León Rodriijuez, minister to the prov- 
ince of San Luis, atteiided by a priest, both of whom 
were on thcir way to the town, stoppbd at the posta, 
and corroborated the statement of the guardo. The 
former gentleman offered to present me with letters to 
bis friends in Mendoza, if I preferred going to that 
town, aud remaining until the passage across the 
mountaÍDs was euro and free from ail diáculties. Con- 
fiidcring that we had never met before, the tind pro- 
posaJ proved still further lo me the bospitable foelinga 
that the educated people of the Argentino Republic 
bear towards North Americans. 

I had intended to continué myjoumeyas a pedes- 
tñan across the Andes, but it seemcd neceasary to talce 
with me some beast to serve as paclí-animal, to eairy 
iny smal! collection of specimens, blankets, Sea., to the 
port of Valparaiso. As it iiiight becomo neceseary to 
abandon the animal along the road, I selocted a speci- 
men of horse-ílesh which would have afibrded a stu- 
dent of anatomy easy facilities for osseous examtna- 
tiong, without removing the hide. 

During the forenoon I biide adioa to my new ac- 
quaiütances, and with one end of my lasso in myhand, 
and the other fastened to the bridle of niy horse, I Icd 
tlie way, on foot, happy in feeling that I had faiily 
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conimenced the last stage of my joumey towards the 
Pacific 

Taking a sooth-westerly course aeross the desei-t, I 
travelled until three o'clock oyüi- the same dreary waete, 
■wheti a deep fissure was obscrvcd in the sierra, which I 
entered, and soon íbond mygelf within the Flecha. 
Before passing thls peculiar gap, a word or two regard- 
ing it may prove interesting. For many leagues alojig 
its course the sierra presents an impasaable barricr to 
man or beast. The Flecha is a narrow passage from 
the desei-t on the oast to tho valley on the westem 
side. The aides of the Flecha are of solid rock, rising 
peipendicularly to a groat lieight. 

The pass exbibita the action of water upon it=! eides, 
for the rock haa been worii smooth in past ages, and 
the bed of the passage is covered witb pebbles. Uii- 
doubtedly, a long time rince, a etrong body of water 
found its way through this place, and may have siib- 
mergcd the plain below ; but whether this gap w as the 
bed of a natural stream, or mere vent, thiough which 
the melting snow escaped dnring tho spñng raonths, 
cannot now be welt detcraiined. The eficct that the 
lofty sides of the Flecha have upon independont ob- 
iects is very ciirious. My horse seemed to dwindle to 
the size of a Shetlaod pony whcn I removed a few 
yards from bím, and two muleteers, who passed tliroogh 
at the same time, looked like pygmies. 

Half way up the precipicc iverc boles, sa¡d to have 
been cut by the ancient discoverers of the country, to 
aseist in searching for precious metáis, but, proving un- 
profitable, had been abandonecT. I contlnued along the 
valley unfil daek, when the barking of dogs, and ooca* 
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8ÍonaI glimpses of a light, guided rae to one side of the 
valley, where a few huta constitute tlio hamlet of El 
Durazno, Thcso huts were inliabited by muleteers, 
who suffered greatly from poverty. Here and there 
the rough soil Lad been levelled, so as to be suscepti- 
ble of irrigatioB, and a few patches of clover gave a 
cheering aspect, ivhen contrasted with the bai'i-en 
mountains behind the hamlet. Án oíd woman invited 
me to enter her house, and pass tho night, as it waa 
danip ontside, and the heavy clouds that hovercd about 
ue looked as if about to duscend. 

The hut was built of sticks and mud, and adjoining 
it was the kitchen. 

ílaving tarned my horso adrift, I entered, and, as I 
reclined upon a ekin couch, commenced inquiriiig of 
the hostoss relative to tlie snow on the lüain Cordil- 
lera. I was oiiable, however, to obtain any informa- 
tion fi'om that source. Our party was soon iucreased 
by the entry of several rudo-lookiiig fellows, armed 
with loDg knives. Tho place was so sniall that we re- 
clined, packed ono againat the othcr, men, women, and 
children, promiscuously. The oíd woman commenced 
cooking un asado upon the firc ; it had hardly begun 
to splutterand craekle, when the dog that had sat be- 
8¡de the fire caught up the meat in his mouth, and 
commenced masticating it with great gusto. Tho wo- 
man, Bcreaming out, "O, sus Ave Maña!" made a 
clutoh at the dog, but was unsticcessful in recovering 
the prize. Ono of the men caught the animal by 
the throat, and chokcd him until tho meat was 
drawn frora his mout*, when, with a hasty "iZo, 
ferro !^ it was returned to the fire, and cooked for 
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the looker«-on. More men and dogs carne in, aml, 
thinking it bcst to letreat while it remained in my 
fKJwcr to do so, I roquested my hostcss to allow me to 
retire. Taking a eaueer of fat, in which a bit of rag 
was buming, she led the way into the other shanty, 
and assisted in spfeading my eaddle cloths upon a 
rough sofá, built of boards, whicíi had been placed in 
the middle of tho floor to prevent tlie approach of the 
hinchueas that were secreted in t!ie crcviccs in the 
watts;' 

These uncomfortable disturbers of night dreama 
are aa large as the common May bcotle, and ái'e arraed 
with a bilí i-esembling that of a mosquito, which ia 
used with great cffecí upon the victim. Eefore fixing 
upon a person, the body of the hinchuea is thin and 
flat; but añer hie feast is over, he is bloated and dis- 
gusting to look upon. As this tormentor is many 
times largor than the raosquito, so does the irritability 
caueed by its leeching procesa exceed in like propor- 
tion that of the other post. 

Wheii about to withdi'aw from the roora, the womaii 
bade mo sleep with the utmost confideoce, and not 
fear any harm. But as the coiiversation of the men in 
the titchen had been about the plata that might 
be in my possession, I was very particnlai- to impresa 
her with the idea that Kortb Amei'icans feared noth- 
ing; and at the same time I di'ew a long knife from 
under my poncho, and placed it beneath the sheep-skiii 
that was to serve for my bed. When she withdrew, I 
lay down ; but as I had a tliought of the binchucas be- 
fore I prepared for eleep, I cai-efuUy rollcd myself in 
my blankets, Indian fasbion, and defied them to do- 
their worst. Googlc 
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Hardly had I begun to doze, when a sensation of 
something disagreeable, touching rae, aroused me to 
the fact that the vile pcsts wore coming from every 
quaiter of the liovel. I could hear them orawling np 
the fiidea of the room and across the celling, when 
with their usual degree of impudcnee, one after another 
dropped plump upon my body. But my Bwathing 
clothea servad as an anoor, and thcy conld not enter 
.in to the feast. All the while they clung with coneíd- 
arble tenacity to the coarse blankets, tryiiig to effect an 
entraiice, but they had met their conqueror; for, after 
waitiiig iintil tbe Bwarming was over, and the army 
had fairly camped upon me, I siiddenly and oavefully 
rolled over and over upon the sofá, nntil the Ufe was 
forced out of nearly all of them, when, beíng satisfied 
that a great victory had been achieved, I dropped into 
a deep elumbcr. 

When moming carne, and I passcd out of the hut, I 
found that the valley was íilled ^íith mist, and I dc- 
ferred setting out until the thick clouds had scattered. 
About nine o'clock a breeze sprang up, which soon 
cloarcd the valley of mists, and I resumed my journey. 
Soon after my leaving El Durazno, the valley ex- 
panded into a plain of a desert character. The coun- 
try between the mountains again became undulating 
and broken ; at three leagues from the last bamlet, El 
Sequion, a collection of two or three raud houses and 
Bcveral ranchos, appeai-cd, 

Flora one of thcst iinehos a CAÍno {half Indian) 
wom™ cime out, ind que^-tioned me as to my motivea 
for trnelling alone, on font, m the desoíate valley. 
When I f.pnli.e oí crossmg the Cordillera, the good 
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creature lifted both her liands, and exclaimed iii eolio- 
quial Spanish, '^I'or Dios, don't go any farther. A 
man from Cliili stopped here the otherdüy — his mouth 
aod cheeks were like a soft peach witli tlie frost!" 
■ Another woraan jüined us, and deulared tliat I waa too 
youug to be so far from home, and questíoned me to 
tlie eíFect "if iny mother knew that 1 was out." In 
their inquirios, however, tíiey exhibited a kindness that 
to me was very gratifjing, and I felt that in case of 
accident upon the road, I had at least two fñends near 
at hand. 

Beyond the Sequion, the vaJIey grew nan-ower, and 
in placea was so fiUed with stones and detritus as to 
lame the oíd horse. The road now becamo a mere 
defile, the eteep sides of the aien'as towering above it 
to a great height, their bareness being sonietimes re- 
lieved by dwarf cacti, that grew in crevices where soil 
had lodged; these plants were in flower, some white, 
others of a jeílow hue. 

The clouds again enveloped the mountaias, and 
while I was groping atong over the broken rock, the 
tínkling of a mule's bcll broke the stillness, and a mo- 
ment later I carne upon a circle of pack-saddlea and 
mules' cargoes, lying upon the ground. A deep voice 
called out, "Come here, friend;" and I was soon ac- 
quainted with the capataz and muleteers of Don Fer- 
nando de Oro, a rich San Juan mei-cliant, who had sent 
his troop to Uspallata to await an opportunity to croes 
to Chili, in advance of the tvoops of the other mer- 
cliants, The don was daily expected by the capataz, 
who had bcen three or four days on the road already. 
The capataz ureed me to reinain with the tropp until 
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tho next morning, which iiivitation I accepted, aaü 
tying my hoise to some resinoue bushes, I sat down to 
a eumptuous meal of boiled corn, dried beef, aiid pep- 
per, whilemy jaded animal satisfiedhimself incropping 
the tops of the bushes, and a kind of stunted weed that 
gvew among the rocks. Towardií dusk it raiued, but 
my lieavy blanket kept me dry. The gitidea huddied 
avouud the iJying embers, vaiiily endeavoring to warm 
their benuiiibed Iimbs ; aj'ound us the hills seenied to be 
shaken by the heavy thunders that reverbei-atci] aloiig 
the mountain tops. 

Fearing that my horse would give ont, as be bad 
lived mostly upon bushes and coaise berbngo since 
lea%'ing San Juan, I aróse early, and, guided by the 
bright starlight, caught my animal, and led hlm up 
the valley. A epor of ihe siena blocked up the val- 
ley, aitd this stecp ascent had to be climbed by the poor 
animal, he halting every fcw stepa to draw breath. 
Haviug i'eached tbe eummit, he heaved a deep sigh, 
aa if eonsciouB of having finished a hard task. 

A magnificieiit view rewarded me for the exertion 
of making tho ascent. The rocky grandeur iilled me 
witb awe, for I was suriounded by a sublime chaos — 
broken bilis, vallcys, and büiTcn cliífa of the eieiTa. 

A whjte cloud passed over tbe valley, shutting me 
out from sight of the world below ; it was no easy 
task to follow the rocky path beyond; sometimea it 
led down abrupt descents ínto diamal valleya, then 
again almost to the level of the siinimit of the moun- 
tain rango. Along this crooked path but one mnle can 
pass at a time, and there are places whcre it requires 
but a single uiisteady movement to send the loade^ 
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animal into the abysa below. For nearly a mile tho 
eierra on the left siJo was formed of red freestone, and 
■waa, in many places, as regular as a castle wall. In 
this lonely place llie least sound would catch my ear, 

The sierra that I had crosaed ia called the Paramilla, 
or " bleak place ; " in the warraest day a cold wind from 
the enow peaka of the Andes blows drearily across it. 
I<eav¡ng the broken mass of rock, the path descended 
abruptly into a little valley, which cotitained a stone 
hut, and a corral fo.r goats. Thíe desoíate spot was 
enllvoned by the presence of one of the prettiest señoras 
that I ever met. She informed me that her hus- 
band, who was then hunticg guanacos, supported him- 
self principally by keeping goats that broweed upon 
the sides of the monntains. Wlien he wished to 
butcher any of the guanacos, he, with the assistance 
of a pack of trained curs, drove them into natural rock- 
walled corráis among the mountaine, where, henimed 
in, the animáis were easüy dt;spatched with the boUa- 
dores and knife. 

Leaving tho valley, I a8cen<1ed to a high plain that 
eeemed to be on alevel with the summits of tho neigh- 
boríng rango of the Cordilleras, and as the suii waa 
about sinkiiig below the westera horizon, I perceived 
that tbis waa to be my camping-place for the nigbt. 
Laying the saddle upon the ground for a pillow, and 
carefully spreading the blankcts,'! lay down to rest, 
having first tied my horse to a stunted bush, which he 
vainly tried to eat. 

I dropped iuto a restiesa slumber; but an honr later, 
a wild, desoíate ery caused me to spring from my blan- 
kets, andprepare for defenue. I had been told-pianji,. 
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storíes of the eruelty of the puma, or American lion, 
and at tliis moment feared that one of these anímala 
was on the plain. It was along this part of the road 
that guidcs had seen their tracks, and hunters had run 
them down with doga a few miles from the plain upon 
which I had eneamped. 

Anothei- wild cry, and the animal passed along the 
plain without heeding either my horec or me, and, glad 
to be left in peace, I sank into a aound aleep, that con- 
tinued imbroken until the rising eun gilded the aoowy 
crests of the lofty Cordillera. 

It waa a beanlifnl eeene that lay before me. Acroea 
the pldn floated whlte clouda of raist, like airy spirits, 
while before me lay a narrow valley, through which the 
road led to Úspallata. Upon one aide of the plain rose 
several low billa, green with coarse herbage, npon which 
a small berd of Uaroaa we're feeding, as if unconecious 
of the preeence of man. 

I Boon waa ready to atart ; but my oíd horse seemed 
incapable of moving. I rubbed hia atiff limba until I 
had worked myself into a pevspiration ; he waa so far 
reeovered as to be able to move alowly. I aeized the 
laeao, and led him on as before. 

The road descended to the ravine just referred to, 
and for an hour or so my jonrney led through the 
Burrounding cliffs; but at length wo again emerged 
npon a flat plain, covered with low bushea, and over 
this I led the way until afternoon, when a green apot 
at the foot of a high range of mountains, and the but 
sf a farmer, caught my eye, and soon aíier I drew up 
before the last house in the Argentine Eepublic — the 
Guarde of TJspallata, ^^^^^^ Gotwle 
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Eefore I could fairly disencumber my harse of hÍ8 
burden, he bolted for the clover-field behind tho house, 
aud commenced devouring the fodder witb an avidity 
that told too well of his famished oondition. 

The person in charge of the house iiiformed me that 
the passing was veiy difficult, aod advised me to rc- 
main a few days ; but, knowing too well that delays are 
daiígerous, I made preparatioDS for leaving on tho next 
day. I was to Icave the horse íd the elover-pasture, 
and strap my blankota and other ai-ticles to my back, 
and in thís way croas the main range of the Andes. 
From thís I had no alternative ; and so, after aiTangiog 
everything for an carly start, I lay down nnder the 
poTch to take a siesta. 

I was eoon awakened by the tinkling of a m«Ie-bell, 
and upon rising eaw three persona before the guarde, 
aceoinpanied by several mulea. Two of these men 
were dressed in the gaacho fasbion, bnt the othér bad 
the garb and mannera of a mercbant, which he preved 
to be; for, as I approached him,be offered me bis hand, 
and, with a polite ^'■para servir vd." introdwced hini- 
Belf as Don Fernando de Oro, a merchant of San Jttan. 
He ínformed me tbat tíie postraaster near San Juan, 
with whom I passed a day and two nights, had re- 
quested him to keep a sharp lookout for a ynung 
gi-ingo tbat waa on the road, and to take him safely 
under bis protecting arra to the American cónsul in 
Valparaíso. I fclt much fiattered by tbia acknowledg- 
ment,and at once aceepted Don Fernando as my guar- 
dián and protector. 

Tbe doD remarked that hia troop of mulea, whleh I 

had p:isscd two days before, would amve on that night, 

19 ./.OO'^lc 
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and remain in thu clover-íielil until a passage conld be 
effocted. The troop carne in at a late hour. 

The nest day waa a lovely one ; and as the weatlier 
g.ive proniiee of being süttled fov a fcw days, prepara.- 
tioiis for setthig out on the foUowing morning were 
commenccd. Tho mides for Don Fernando, and two 
guides, wero solected from tíie troop of uinety,and two 
extra enes wcre cavefiílly shod, to answer in case of any 
emergency. My friend declared tbat it would be un- 
f^r not to aílow my horse to accoinpany iis across the 
Andes, after he had been through so much privation ; 
therefore a heavy pair of shoes were selected from the 
Btore moles' pack, and nailed firmlyto hisfcet. "Now," 
sdd tlio don, as he viewod tlie lank form of the animal 
with no little merríment, "Art haa exhausted hereelf 
upon yon, and Natnre alone raust support yoa on the 
road to-morrow." 

Early on tlie following morning, Don Fernando, his 
two guides, and myself, with our animáis, crossed the- 
little livev Ihat ran past the guard-house, and at snni-i«e 
entered a navrow cleft ín the sieiTa, and foUowed a 
Btony path, until we carne in siglit of the River Men- 
doza, which rushed aloag the bed of the valley, roaring 
like thunder. The path grew narrower aa we pro- 
gressed, sometimos following the margin of the river, 
then ascending midway to the tops of the high sierra. 
It was a scene of great suhlimity. Tlic river, which 
was a deep mnd-color, from the allnvial mattur brought 
down from the mountain, was hemmed in by the two 
parallel sierras, ihat towered majestically to the height 
of eeveral thoiiaand feet. 

In sonic places the path wound like a thread along 

Google 



A CHILENO TEAGEDT. 291 

the bold front of a precipice ; then it descended to tho 
water, and foUowed its course, until it agaiu ascended. 
Aa we gazed above, the hugo pieces of detached rock 
Becmed ready to fall and crush na, 

The melting snow had undcriniíied tho soil in some 
places, and elides of earth and stones had fallen, and 
covered up the track. 

After erossing a litlle bridge that had been thiown 
over a stream which flowed into the ñver of the Yailoy, 
we carne upon several ruined huta, which the don told 
me once belouged to an ancient tribe of Indians that 
inhabited the valleys of the Andes, and subsisted prin- 
dpally upon the flesh of the wüd ¡lamas. 

Tliis was before the conntry liad beconie independent 
of Spain ; and thongh many yeavs had passed since thtiir 
constructlon by the ludían Imilders, ít was itit«resting 
to note that the plastei'thnt bold the stones together, 
and which was nothing but a Idnd of clay, etill remained 
unbrakeii, as if the strnctiires had been butreccntly dc- 
serted,, These remains of the wallsof theindian dwell- 
in"? were four feet in height, and were partitioned ofF 
into emall rooms. 

In tbe comer ofoneof the dilapidateddwelUngswaa 
a heap of stones, surmounted by a tiny croes, made of 
rongh twigB. The guidea looked Beríous ns we paseed 
it, and in answcr to niy questioning loofc, thQ don told 
the following story; — 

" When a Chileno loves, ho lovea with a passion so 
decp and strong that honor, ñiends, and fortune are 
seconflary in liis cstiiniítion to her who lias thrown 
around hini the netwovk of her affections. A youth 
iiüt Inii" s:i!ce c.liüc froni ChWi to visit a vehuivc < i 
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tlie Argeotine side of the Cortlillcra. . Ilts stay waa 
protracted, for he liad mut with a beuntiful maiden, far 
lovelier than tliose of bis oative coantiy;. and wlien lie 
leñ, it was only to receive tlie permission of liis frienda 
to return agaiii, and claím lier as liis own. 

"He crossed these mountains to Chili; but the íierce 
temporalea frora the south had commenced bcfore he 
reached the main range on his retu™, wbere the risk 
is greater in effecting a pasaage at sucb a season than 
on any otb'ev part of the road. 

"He had with hira experienced guides, and a favor- 
ite miiíe carried his weddiug garmenta and the pres- 
euts that he intended to offer his fatuve bride. On the 
Cumbre pasa, at an eíevation of twelve thousand feet, 
a temporal struck the party, and one by one the mules 
became builed in the snow. 

" The boy worked like a hero (I was with the com- 
pany), and duiiiig the etorm Lis- ofdere were obeyed 
by the muleteers with alaciity,for tbey loved him well, 

"Bat all exertione proved uosnccessfnl ; not an 
animal escaped ; and the weaiy party descended the 
Cumbre into the valley, worn out with their tremen- 
dous labors. The boy never livod to leave the valley; 
there he lies," — pointing to the cvoss, — "bnried in 
bis choscn spot. The guides piled stones «pon his 
body, to keep the condors from devouring it. See! 
therc ia one now watching the grave." 

Ilooked lo the place deaignuted, and saw upon the 
opposite cliff a huge dark-coloi-ed bird, that stood sen- 
tinel-like,a solemn watcher above the unfortunate Chi- 
leno's grave. 

Not far bejond, the patb ng.iin troubled us by ita 
G Otilóle 
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extreme narrowncss, and a dizKlness carne over me aa 
I gazed far below i ito the mountain torrent. 

Aiong thia part of the road were piles of the bonos of 
animáis that had died npon tho road during the past 
years. Some perished from hnnger, and many fel! over 
the precipice», lodging among the rocks, where, after 
long and painful stru^les,theydied. Itseemed,truly, 
like goiiig through the Vaüey of Death, so numerous 
were the carcasses and feones of cattie in this pirt of 
the valley. 

Condors were oecasionally seen npon the cliffs, some- 
timés circling high in the heavens. I had oñen ob- 
served theso bii'ds with interest when they carne in 
numbers from the Andes, to feed «pon carrion around 



The cóndor is, I believe, the largest of the carrion- 
feeders; it has a fleshy crest upon the head, with wat- 
tle-like appendages beiieath the beak; the nostrils ex- 
tend through the cere, the head and neck aro bai'e of 
feathers, and the skin of the neck lies in folde ; around 
its base, a little above the shoiilders, is a frill of white, 
downy feathers encircling it. Its fliglit is graceful, and 
at times very lofty. The breeding-places of the con- 
dors are in hollows of the cliffi, hundreds of feet from 
their bases ; the eggs are laid upon the bare rock. 

I have seen these birds in pairs ; b«t ¡n winter raonths 
they generally congrégate in greater numbers. 

WhUe in tho air, the cóndor soai-s in graceful circles, 
moving its wings bat Httle : they feed upon camón, biit 
■will kiU weak and woundod animáis, somewhat resem- 
bling the carneara in this respoct. 

The range of tho cóndor extends along the Andes, 
ii-.-,..ii.,G()t)^le 
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fi'om tliG Straits of Magellan to 8'' north latitude. í 
have seen specimena kept as peta in the gardens of na- 
ta ve gentlenien. 

At the Cueste do la Catedral a grand sight awaited 
«s. From the biink of tlie river there aróse a precípice 
of dark-colored stone, that frowued upon the narrow 
path which paesed along its fi-ont. A slream of water 
fell over the brink of the ledgc, üná wherever the water 
Striick the rough projectioiis, it wns conveited into spray, 
■which íéll in turn upon olher poluta of the rock, giving 
to tlie scene a fairy-Iike appeavance. 

Just at dusk we arrlved at a poiut where the valley 
turned in a new dii'ection, and was particulai-ly dietin- 
guishcd for the desoíate appearance of the surrounding 
rocks, which ie, however, aomowhat relieved byabridge 
of EugHsh model, buijt by the Mendoza governtnent. 
Across this we hiirried, and stood upon La Punta de 
las Vacas, or Cow Point, where a desoíate stone hut 
had been occupicd yeai-s beforc by cow-herds, emug- 
glers, and now somettmes eerved to eholter the be- 
niglited traveller. On the opposite bank of the torrent 
Rtood tho first casucha, or post-htit, built of bricks and 
]ilaster. It was very smaíl, and was niodelled upon a 
choap plan, beíng without doora, sashes, windows, — a 
large square hole answering for the first and laat con- 
ven ien cea. 

During the Spanish reign, theae snow huta were lib- 
erally supplied with provisions, wines, wood, and bed- 
ding; but republican nilers are satisfied to let the four 
men who compose the mail party cany their own blan- 
kets, fuel, and iood upon their bauks — a inieei-able rple 
that causes much Kufit-iiii;,' Miüoiig the poat-men, who 
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are often sliut np for many days at a time in a cheerlesa 
hiit, while the snow stornis are ragiog around thera. 

A leaguo beyond the casucha, tlie guides led tlie 
way into a narrow valley, where the animáis were 
turned looee, to graze «pon whatever ihey might find. 
The don epread a raw hide upon the grouiid, upon 
which we laid our blankets, and eonsigned oiirselves to 
the embraces of tlie drowsy god. 

The long walk had ihoroaghly jaded me, and it 
needed no narcotic to inaure a sound sleep for the fol- 
io wing se ven hours. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 
CROSSING THE ANDES — CONTINUED. 

WHEN the snn'a raya of Ihe next morning had 
penetrated the valley, we were more than a 
league from our campÍHg-ground, and had pasaed the 
eecond casucha, or snow hut, of the winter courier. This 
little domicile was built after the modal of its dietant 
iicighbor at La Punta de las Vacas, and was two 
loagues farther np the valley. While we were trudg- 
ing alíng, the metallio-sounding whinny of llamas 
Eonnded from the sierra, and, looking up, we counted 
lio loss than thirty of theso gracefiil creaturea gazing 
cuTÍously upon us. The herd consisted of maJcs, 
females, and yonng, the latter of the eizc of the com- 
mon goat. Aa travellera rarely croas the mountaina 
at thÍ8 season of the year, the Haniae iiistinetively 
inhabit the valley, where they aro freo from danger, 
and find a better living than the rocky cliffs afford. 

Again the valley was blocked up by a spur of the 
sierra, called the Paraniilla, tho second one crossed 
since leavbg the hamiet of El Dnrazno, The sldea 
were steep, and Don Fernando cautioned me against 
walldng, observing that riding kept the puna (a pecu- 
liar eñéct pvoducod by inhaling rarefied air) at a dis- 
tanoe. The summit of the Paraniilht was biiried in a 
G Otilóle 
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deep diift of snow, tlirough which we forced our ani- 
máis at considerable risk; for their exertions to keep a 
footiiig almost overtasked tbeir strength. Sometinies 
falling into coiiceáled lióles, tliey floundered in tho 
great drift uiitil our own services wero necessary to 
rescue them from injury. Finally, a pasaage was ef- 
fected, and wo wound down the west side to the banks 
of tlie torrent in the viciníty of the tliird snow hut. 
The color of the water had changed from a inuddy 
hue to dark red, and it eeenied to rush along more 
impetuously than at the entranee of the valley. The 
many little streama that fell over the precipices along 
the i'oad -veerc colorless; thciefore I judged that either 
the bed of the torrent, or its source, gave to the water 
its peculiar color ; and it may be of interest to state in 
tSiis place, that, as far as I could learn, all tli,e riverti 
that descend into the Argentine Republic, on the eiist 
side of the Andes, are of a deep mud color, holding in 
suspensión alluvial mud ; wbüe upon the Chili, or west 
side of the 'Andes, the wateis are clear and colorless. 
The coolness of the morning soon gave way to the 
heat of the aun, and it grew warmer aa Its rays weie 
reflected upon the snowy sides of the mountains. The 
sound of a human voice fell upon oiir ears strangely in 
this desoíate place, aa a party of UJen carne into view 
far np the valley. We soon met, and many were 
the inquirics made by the merabera of both parties. 
The Cordillera had actually been pasaed, but an hour 
or two before, by the courier and several persona who 
had placed themselvea under bis orders. The oouiier 
was a short, squarc-built man, of very dark complexión ; 
and from the fact of bis haviug peiformed many daring 
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passagCB duriiig the paet years, we looked upOD hirn 
with no ovdinaiy interest. He rodé on a small mulé, 
the mail bag being slung to liÍ3 neck by a leather strap, 
and dld not exceed in sizo a scliool-boy's satchel. He 
informed us that tho snow was thawing upon the sum- 
mit of tho main ridge, and would not be passable nntil 
tlie cold night air had crusted it over, when we miglit 
pasa ín comparative safety. Eut Don Fernando was 
B it toWstopped even by tho opinión of so exporicnced 
a pcrsonage as the courior, but ordered os to hurry on 
with all possible speed. 

Soon the main range of the Ancles rose before iis, 
blocking up the valley more effeotually than either of 
the previous Paramilias, its roiinded top glistenirig from 
tbo reflücted light of the sun. The don ordered a halt 
beside the liver, in order to prepare for future actiori. 
Tlie animáis were allowed to drink a little water, while 
tlie don gave us all a dose of etarch water and silgar, 
wbich we drank. This was a remedy for the puna, 
or at least to canse our stomachs to give off any gases 
therein contained, to cool the blood and invígorate the 
sysleni. Don Fernando then bouiid his face in cottou 
handkerchiefs, and the guides and myself folíowed bis 
example. Thla was to protect our faces from the re- 
flocted raya of the sun npon the white, shining drifts 
tbat covered tho summits of the Cordillera and tho 
nc'ighboiing sierras. 

The river branchcd off to the northward, and was 
lout to view among the mountains. At the base of the 
Cordillera was the last snow hut of the Argentino Ee- 
puh!¡(!: passing it and the river, wo conimenced onr 
weary ascent. Water had been flowing from thé"smiK|,. 
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mit for several days previons to our ari'ival, and there 
was no appearance of the oíd path which liad been 
washed a^ay. As tho side oí' thia part of tho rango 
was composed of gravel and loóse stones, it waa difiiciilt 
to obtain a fina footing, and the animáis were contin- 
ually slipping, wliicli obliged us to exercise no little 
cai'e and labor, The guides disraounted, but tbo don 
declared that he had no wish to court the puna by 
eserting himself nnnefiessañly ; iherefore ho managed 
to keep upou bis muie ; but more than once the jncli- 
rdation of tho animal's baclc was such that tho rider waa 
onlysaved by a elide offby the attentions of one of the 
guides. A direct asceut could not bo attempted ; our 
only method was to wind back and forth from sido to 
sido, on the face of the Cordillera, thua mating the 
aseen t very gradual. 

When we were about two thlrda of the way iip, 
our anticipated troiible comnienccd. The baggage 
mulé lost her footing, and roUed over and over down 
the side of the mountain. Don Fernando shrieked out 
a basty caramba, tlie guides a naughty c — o, while I 
stood aghast. But our fears were soon quieted ; for the 
animal struck upon a projecting piece of rock, which 
stayed her course, wíthout apparently injuving her. 

Being the emallest of the party, I was intrusted with 
ihe lasso, with which I crawled down to the mulé, and 
fastened it about her neek, when she was pnlled upon 
her feet by the party above. Having been relieved of 
her cargo, the animal leadüy commenced ascending, as 
if nothing had troubled her, and soon sbe was In the 
path again wíth her load upon her back. 

After many fallin^ aud backslidinge, our party stood 
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upon tlie Cumbre, or Riimmit oí" tlie Corililleva, st an 
elevation of twelve thousand feet abovo the level of the 
Bca. When viewed from the valley below, I was dis- 
appointed as to its seemmg altitude ; biit when standing 
ujnn the Cumbre, I fully reaüzed the great height upoii 
wbich our party had halted. The \¡ew was confined 
by ihe iiTeguIar peaks of the Burroanding sierras ; biit 
a fine sceiie lay below ue on the Chili side, of a peculiar 
Alpine character. We stood upon the dividing line 
of the Ai'geotine Repnblic and Chili, and I ¡nwardly 
bade farewell to the coantry that had been my first 
teacher of travcllers' hardMhips, and had for mueh euf- 
fering given mo lessons of iisefulness — had impressed 
upon niy heart a truer patriotism, and a more digniflcd 
respect for qur republic of the north. 

As we gazed into the depth below us, a wild scene 
met our view. The deep valley waa fiHed with snow 
to a depth of neai-!y one hnndred feet ; for aa the snow 
tempesta blow along the range of niountaina, the fleecy 
material drifts into the narrow defíles, filiing them com- 
pletely, in some places, to the very topa. This ¡a the 
case, partioularly, farther to the south, where a winter 
pnssage is rarely, if ever, attcmptcd. Upon the left 
side of the descent the first Chilian casucha rose out 
of the snow, differing soniewhat in model fi'om those 
upon the Argentine side, the roof bcing rounded or 
oven-shaped, whilo those on the east side are two 
inclined planea, like the roof of a New England cot- 
tage in tho earlier times. 

Until now the powerful reflected Jight had not 
afiected my visión ; but I at last began to feel it sen- 
ously, I had neglected tobring "goggles,"and thoueh 
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a tliiuk crjttoii handkerclilef covered my head, my skiu 
wíis parclicd, ¡iiid tears coniínually rolled down my 
face, addiog to my torture, froni which there was no 
escape. "Thank Providence that the day is so very 
c!ear," ejaculated the don ; "for íf a temporal sliould 
pasa over, where woiild we be by nightfan ? Either 
Llocked tip iii tliat cold snow hut yoDder, or buried 
iii the valley below." 

The mow had commenced tbawing, and the real 
difficulties of crfffising now commenced. The mules 
floundered in the drifts, often requiring our combined 
csertions to keep them on a euro footiug, Noar the 
casucha we carne upon hard enow ; but the original path 
lay inany feet below, buried in tho drift. While the 
party were pausing to considcr tho proper course to 
pursae, I noticed that one of the mules had been 
eaught by Don Fernando, who waded towarda the 
fií-m snow, leading tho Jittle animal by means of a 
lasso, which had beon thrown about her neck. She 
was the emallest of the animáis, and was callcd the 
baqueana, or guide mnle, from the fact that she could 
füllow the hidden path witb gi-e.at accuvacy. 

Curioiie to see her operations, I watched her closely 
as she waiked carefully over the drltl, witli her nose 
alniost tooching the snow; and she really neemed to 
be guided by ihe eense of smell. The olhcr animáis 
followed, driven by the guides, while the don and 
myself harnessed ourselves witb the lassoa, and drew 
aftor US the hide npon which had been laid the bag- 
gage, saddles, tfeo. 

Beyond the snow hut of the Cumbre, the descent 
was abrupt, and the line of the narrow path hiviug 
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been lost, we slid down the drifts In a most exhilarat- 
ing manQcr. The mulcs camo aftei-, requiring to be 
well whipped by one of the giiides before thcy wodd 
move an inch. Thougli the gnide mulo loet the nar- 
row path, after following for Bome dietance con-ectly, 
Bhe became valuablo to us on this part of the trail. We 
carne to aDOther descent, down which the other mtilea 
coulá not be driven ; but when the little baqueana sat 
upon the snow, and gracefully descended without in- 
jury, the laggards foUowed, as one sheep followB an- 
other ; all but one descended safely ; she stuck fast in 
the drift, and it required onr whole number to ascend 
and rescuo her. We foiind ber sufFering fr.om the 
puna, aód in dabioas spirits. Her exertions to free 
hei'self in a place where the atroosphere was so rare 
bad almost ruined the poor beast. Blood trickled 
froin her noae, and her breast was swolicn lUte a blad- 
ber distended with wind. 

At four o'clock Don Femando ordered a halt npon 
a pile of loóse rocks that protriided from ibe enow. 
Here we remained patiently waiting for tbe snow to 
crust over, as it had bccome too soft to allow of safe 
travellíng, TwiUgbt fell upon ug in this wild retreat, 
and found the gaides and the don rolled np in theír 
ponchos, saffering from the stinging cold. As for 
myself; I jumped about npon our little tevritory until 
the increased circulation of the blood kept me in a 
wai-m glow. The guides fortificd themselves against 
the cold air by drinking affuardiente ; but experience 
had proved to me that the cold snow water in my 
flask would give me a flrmer step, an easier respiratíon, 
aod a clearer head than any brandy or aguardiente oí 
the San Juaninos. C.OO^Ic 
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The mootí shone as beautiful as we could havo 
wished, lighting np the valley and ita towering waila 
m a sublime manner. The little cascades of melting 
suow lio longcr ful! oveí- the djífs, but í'i-oze, coating 
tlie dark fronts of the precipicea with a ehield of Bpar- 
kling ice, and the eharp " tickhig " of the froet sounded 
strangely,seemÍDgto add to the weirdnessof the place. 

AñerremainingforthreehonrSjtheguidespronounced 
the enow sufficiently crusted over to bear ns ; and, point- 
■ ing to a eharp angle of the valley, the oldest one de- 
sired me to lead my horae in that direction, while the 
rest of tho party attended to the animáis. 

The RÍTer Aconcagua roared along the mountain'a 
sides, and in most places was hidden by the frozen 
snow. Our course lay along its borders, where many 
gullies croBsed our trail, liidden beneath the frozen 

WhÜe feeling our way along, oíd Yellow-skin, my 
horse, felt through the crust into a torrent that flowed 
Into the river, leaving me standing upon the brokeu 
edges of the hote, The gutdes pulled me from the 
cbasm, and beat the oíd horse untit he became excited 
to such a degree as to crawl out of his bath with a 
vigor that satisfied us he would live to reach the opea 
country. 

We next crosped a high spiír of the inountains, and, 
deecending a precipitous path, carne upon the second 
snow hut of the Chilian goverument; and after foHow- 
ing many windiags, and esperieiicing mucb danger in 
Crossing the river, the dry, brown earth was reached, 
and we looked up to tho lofty moant^ns, that shone 
in the mooolight, with great satisfactíon, for our labora 
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were eiideii, The guidea gnthereii a few sticks togcth- 
er, and eucceeded in lighting a fire, by the heat of 
which a Bcrap of jurked bcef was cooked ; but before 
this had bcen accümpliahed, the don and myself, over- 
tasked by the fatigues of our long journey, had roUed 
ourselves «p in the híde, and were sSccping too aoundly 
tobe awakened by the puons, who undoubtedly were 
pleaeed at the resdt, for they had all the beef to them- 
Belves. When the reader reflecta that the preccding 
etage of the jouracy had bcon vory long and arduous, 
we having travelled, with the esception of three honra, 
fi-ora four o'clock of the momíng of ene day until two 
o'clock of the nest morning, he will acknowledge that 
our rest was well earned. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

PEOM THE ANDES TO THE PACIFIC. 

AT daylight we brcakfasted on dried beef and maté 
tea, and soon started on our jouraey, wbioh. waa 
now rapidly drawing to a cióse. The sun was high in 
the heavena, altbough we could not for a long time see 
hÍ8 face, for the mountains shut us ín completely, We 
continued down the valley, paasing iiear eonie fine 
eprings of water, which, from the peculiar manner in 
which tbey buret forth from the ground, are called 
"ios <yos de Agua," or Eyes of Water. 

The first eigns of eivilization that we reached on the 
Chill territory waa at a place called " JSl Guarde Yi^o^ 
the oíd cnstom-house of tbe Chillan governnient. 

Thia waa occupied by a farmer, a new government 
boilding having been erected farther down, at the 
month oftbe valley. Beyond the Guarde,íit intcrvala, 
little huta wei'e eeen, the ínhabitanta of which were 
gárrulo US and hospitable. 

As we emerged from the valley, and encountered 
troops of inules and partíes of country people, I ob- 
servod the peculiar charactcristics which distlnguiah 
the Chiliana from the people of the country behind us. 
The muleteers on the eastera aide of the Andea were 
grave In depovtment, and slow in apeech and movement. 
20 k.'.ooglc 
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The Chilians wcre more energetic and intelligent, — 
perhaps from moro esteDded intercourse with foroigners. 
Tet tíiey have the discredit of being leas houcst than 
íteir brethren of the pampa provínces. The meii of 
Chili wore a.ehort poncbo, hardly covering the wear- 
er's hips. The Argentinos' poncho Í3 of the longest 
kind — longer than thoae of the people of any other 
South American repuhlic. The Chilian's lasao hanga in 
coila from the aaddle behind the rider; tho gaucho'e ia 
carefully coiled up, and resta on tho borae's croup, 

The farms now became more frequent as we travellcd 
along; the buildinga were neatly roofed with red tiles, 
and fumished a etriking contrast to those of Mendoza 
and San Juan, which were gcncrally of canes and mnd. 

As night carne on, we reached an inigating canal, 
wbicli conveyed water to the town of San Roaa ; thrifty 
little farms were fed by its watei-s all along the road, 
attd neatness and good order and management wero 
everywhere discemible. The little bousee were shaded 
by groves of fig and orange trees, and the reader can 
imagine our thoughts and happineea to be travelling 
through a country bright with blossoming fruit trees, 
when but a few hours before we had slept near snow- 
drifta. 

Groups of young people were often eeen seated be- 
neath the trees, or under ibe verandas, einging,or playing 
on the guitar. Before one of the farm-housea we drew 
up, and, after being welcoraed by one of tbese happy 
groups, we led our animáis from the road, and prepared 
to remain for the night. An abundant supper waa fur- 
Tiished US, and I do not remcmber a pleasanter night's 
Test that I ever had, than that, 
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The Dext raomÍDg I went out to tbe pasture to bii3 
my oíd horse adiós. I found him cropping the rich ai- 
faifa on the irrígated field ; and as I approached hiiii 
he seemed rather disinclined to any í'amihanty, for he 
had assocUted me with all the hardships of the jonmey ; 
and now to leave a land of plenty with me was evi- 
dently not to his taste. I lost no timo in assuring him 
that my intentlons were paciflc, and when I lett him 
he g^avo a pleasant whisk of his tail and shake of the 
ears, apparcntly thanking me for leaving him so liter- 
ally " in dover." 

My pedestrian joiimey was ended. I would have 
hked to continué on foot to the sea, which I coitld 
easily have reached in a couple of days; but my kind 
frieiid Don Fernando would not permit me to leave 
his troop. I must keep him company. 
- " Yon must come with me, my son," he said. " I wish 
to introduce yon lo eomo veiy «ice people. I am a 
Chillan by birth, and I desire that yon shall form a 
good opinión of my countrymen." 

A mulé, richly caparisoned, was fumished me by tho 
don, and, mounting our animáis, we aoon rodé into the 
town of Santa liosa. Drawing up his mulo before the 
entrance of a ¡arge mansión, before which paced a aol- 
dier with musket in band, Don Femando íoquired If 
Don José Tnfante, the governor of the dcpartment of 
Santa Rosa, was at homc. 

The soldior replied that that gentleman was at San- 
tiago on official business, but that his son Don Manuel 
was at home. While a servant went to announce our 
arñval, I had time to note that the national flag of 
Chili floated above the Btately mansión, while a peep 
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within the yaril revealed beds of bcautlful flowers anct 
weil-kept waiks. 

In a moment Don Manuel appeared, and, cordiallj 
embracing ]iis uncle, esclaimed, "Welcoine to Cbili, 
and to Santa Rosa!" The don introduced me to the 
other gentlemai), who gi-ected me warmly, utteriog at 
tlio same time many espressions of good feeling forme 
and ray countrymen. We then entered the house, and 
passed a most pleasant day in social íntercourse, to 
wliich the agreeable and cultivated manners of the 
young don added no little oharm. Don Manael,as if to 
bring our recent baid fare more strongly to our imagi- 
nations, feasted us upon strawheriies aod sberbet; and 
the reader can forra sorae faint idea how acceptabie 
they were to us. The ice for the sberbet bad been 
brought down from the Cordillera on the backs of mnles. 

On tbe following day we mounted our animáis, and, 
bidding adiós to Don Manuel, resumed oar journeyfor 
the eoast. Leaving Santa Rosa, we passed gver an in- 
teresting country, and in tbe afternoon crossed a fine 
biidge of foreign construetion, and entered the town 
of San Felipe, — whieh has a population of about twelve 
thousand inhabítants, — where we passed tbe nigbt. 

The River Aconcagua irrigatcs tbe gardens and 
farms in this distriet, and the soil is very fuitile, yield- 
ing abundant crops of grain, potatoes, melons, maize, 
boans, walnuts, figs, peaches, tobáceo, and gvapes, The 
town is about eighty miles from Valparaíso, 
. Resumlng our route on the next moraing, and trav- 
elJing all day, we entered, at dusk, the town of QuiU 
Iota, whicli contains about ten thoasand souls, and is 
about thirty-five miles from Valparaíso. 
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Herpwe found some krge aod well-cultivated farms, 
and tbe whole couiitry was quite interesting. 

Oq the following morning Don Fernando started in 
advanoe of our party, to prepare for our anival at Val- 
])uraiso, this bcing tíie last day of the journey. 

I remained witL the pcople of the troop, and kept 
them company during the whole day. No incident 
occurTcd wortLy of recoi-d here; and before the twL- 
ligbt had begun to fall upon the hcavens, wo were 
descending the high cueslas that overlook Valparaíso, 
which city lay strctchod out below ua on the shore of 
the great Pacific, its whiteplastercd dwelliiigs ghsten- 
ing like silver in the raya of the deolining aun. 

Winding down the stony iiath, we entered the city 
before dai'k, and were soon enaconced in comfortable 
quarters. 

On the following day I prcsented my lettera of in- 
troduction to the United States cónsul, Georgo Mer- 
win, Eeq-, who, after giving me a kiud reccption, and 
warní congratnlations on the auccess of my long jour- 
ney, interested himself ao niuch in procuring me a 
bertli in an American vesacl, that before twenty-foar 
hours had passed I was comfoi-tably aettled on board 
the fine ship Magullan, Captain Charlea King, and I 
once more entered upon the routine of life before the 
maat. A few weeks later, and we were scudding down 
the westem coast of l'atagonia, and " going around the 
Ilürn" on our journey home. 

Ui-ader, my story is told. If you have been enabled 
in theae pages to glean a little instmclion or amuae- 
ment for your leisuy s hours, I shal! fuel well rewarded ; 
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and if, when in iraa^nation you foUowed me in my 
weary journey, you, perhaps, felt some little aympathy 
for the bardships I Bomctimes experieucecl, I shal! 
never rogret my pedestrian trip across the "Pampab 
AND THE Andes." 
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